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people of Illinois and of Chicago in particular,

notifying them that those "taking part with a

riotous mob in forcibly resisting and obstructing

the execution of the laws of the United States . . .

cannot be regarded otherwise than as public ene-

mies," and that "while there will be no hesitji-

tion or vacillation in the decisive treatment of the

guilty, this warning is especially intended to pro-

tect and save the innocent." The next day he

issued as energetic a proclamation against "un-

lawful obstructions, combinations and assemblages

of persons" in North Dakota, Montana, Idaho,

Washington, Wyoming, Colorado, California, Utah,

and New Mexico.

At the request of the American Railway Union,

delegates from twenty-fi\ i- unions connected with

the American Federation of Labor met in Chic'tjo

on the 12th of July, and Debs made an ardent

appeal to them to call a general strike of all labor

organizations. But the conference decided that

"it would be unwise and disastrous to the interests

of labor to extend the strike any further than it had

already gone" and advised the strikers to return to

work. Thereafter the strike rapidly collapsed, al-

though martial law had to be proclaimed and, be-

fore quiet was restored, some sharp conflicts still
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