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THE ENGLISH UNDER CHARLES 11.

The Kn^'liuli iwcivod Charles with j,'r.'iU joy ami iiMTiyniakiii^' Charles
was fond of i)leiiMurt\ and spent the money of th.- nation in wast.ful aiiuise-
nients He (lid many sliamefnl things to j^et money.

In the Diiteh War there was no inonev to lit out ships and jiay saih)rs.
Charles had spent it. So the Dutch sailed up the Thames at their 'pleasure,
and hurned Kn},dish ships.

The Great Pla<,'u.' hroke out in 166r.. Mor." than one hundred tliousand
people died in London alone. The bodies were tlun<,' into pits. London
became so de.serted that },'rass errew in the .streets.

Next year the Creat Fire hroke out and destroyed halt' t!ie eity. But the
Plagiie was hurned out, and never came attain. In 1678 the I'opish Plot <Us-
turl.ed the eountry. It was said that t!,,' Koman Catholics meant to kill the
King and overturn the (iovernment. It was ijuite untrue, Iiut many innocent
persons w( re put to death on suspic; ,n.

THE ENGLISH TURN AWAY THEIR KING.
James II. followed his hrother, Charles II. The Duke of Monmouth tried

to take tlie throne from .Tames. There was a rising in the west of England,
hut it failed. Monmouth was heheachd. and his followers were punished in
a terrilile fashion. The cruel .Fu<lge .letfreys sent hundreds of them to he
hanged, and great numbers wer^ sold as slaves.

.lames tried to make England a Roman Catholic country. This made the
people angry with him, hut tliey remained (juiet, expecting that the next
ruler would be a Protestant. A son was born to .lames in 16«H, and now the
English leaders asked a Protestant Prince -William of Orange, son-in-law of
James— to come to Englan<l and help them. William came, and .lames C-d.
for he had no one to help him.

THE ENGLISH PARLIAMENT BECOMES SUPREME.
When William and Mary came to the throne they agreed to an Act called

the Hill of Rights. This Act made it impossible for "a ruler ever ajain to
place himself above the law or above the will of Parliament. After Alary's
death, William reigned alone.

There was much fighting with Louis of France, a great enemy o( Hiigland.
This fighting went on in the next reign, that of (^lueen Anne. ' 'borough,
1 famous English general, beat the French in many great battle

After the death of Anne, a German Prince, George, King of Hanover, came
to the throne

THE ENGLISH UNDER GERMAN KINGS.
George I. and George 11. loved Hanover better than England. They took

little interest in English affairs, and the rule of the country passed into the
hands of Ministers. The Prime Minister is the chief man in governing the
country. The Krst man to be called Prime Minister was Sir Robert Walpole.


