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MIGHT Th RKillT

It is now recognized in England that our cnoiny in

this war is not a tyrant military .iHte, but the uniteii

[Mjople of modern Germany. Wo have to combat an
armed doctrine which is virtually the creed of all

Germany. Saxony and ]"> vuriu, it is true, would
never have invented the doctrine ; but they have
accepted it from PruHsia, and they lielieve it. The
Prussian doctrine has paid the German people hand-
somely ; it has ^^I'cn them their place in the world.

When it cea.ses to pay them, and not till then, tliey

will leconsider it. They will not think, til they are

compelled to think. When tluy find themselves face

to face with a greater and more enduring strength than
their own, they will renounce their idol. But they

are a bravo people, a faithful people, and a stupid

people, so that they will need rough proofs. They
cannot be driven from their position by a 'Ule paper
shot. In their present mood, if they hea n appeal

to pity, sensibility, and sympathy, they lake it for

a cry of weakness. I am reminded of what I onco

heard said by a genial and humane Irish ofhcer con-

cerning a proposal to treat with the leaders of a Zulu
rebellion. ' Kill them all,' he said, ' it 's tho only

thing they understand.' He meant that the Zulu
chiefs would mistake moderation for a sign of fear.

By the irony of human history this sentence has become
almost true of the great German people, who built up
the structure of modern metaphysics. They can be
argued with only by those who have the will and the

power to punish them.


