
iO THE SHAW CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL

..vat new areas are taken ..p, the lf""''"l%f'^:;;',"^.;"

ever-increasing tribnte from those who aetnally eultnate

the soil.

Intensive Cultivation. Law of Diminishing Returns.

Bnt some one will say ''Why not escape this by apply-

ing more cultivation to the tirst qnality land-intensive

cifti^tTon as it is called now- Up to « e- a.n linu

this is nnite possible, bnt everyone knows that i£ ^^e put

a ^ecoiu "dose" (s^y an extra $30 worth per acre) of

capi a and labonr into onr first quality land, it will not

vl'ld ns an additional 30 bushels of -"-t-.^^-^ ^^^^
cultivation does not double the crop, and even it it did we

eo Id n.rgo further and say that trebling or quadruplmg

he investment of capital and labonr on au acre of ground

would treble or quadruple the crop. Everybody knows

hey will not, probably because the crop is as ™"ch ^ {"-

duct of the Sunshine and the rain as it is a product of

man effort and we cannot double or treble the supply

Zshine and rain at will when we double the capita

Tnd labonr The natural productive forces are not doubM

Xn the human forces of labour and capital are doubled

and there ore we cannot anticipate a doubled product.

This "general law known as the law of dimiiushing re-

turns and applving to all production, bnt especially noticc-

aW in agri^'ulture and other so-called primary industries,

tvhere-so to speak-nature works along with man Mar-

shall defines it thus: "An increase in the capital and

abour applied in the cultivation of land causes in general

an than proportionate increase in the amount of pro-

duce raised."
, . , . ,,.•

It is impossible, therefore, to escape by intensive culti-

va on Z the inevitable accruing of rent. The pressure

or rent, however, may be lessened and the law of diminish-

ng returns to some extent neutralised by improvements

n the art of agriculture, which may enable us t" "aise a

larger yield from each acre of cultivated ground at the

same investment of capital and labour. This larger yield


