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And Vhereas certain section of the said rail-
way have been constructed by the Government, and
others arc in course of construction, bdbut the i
greater portion of the main line thereof has not yet
been commenced or pléced under contract, and it is
necessary for the development of the liorthwest i
Territory and for the preservation of the good faith i
of the Government in the performance of its obliga-
tions, that immediate steps should be taken to com- |
plete and operate the whole of the said railway.

AT 5 N A A 5

Now, whether I van impress you or not, I am very |
strongly impressed that good faith has not been kept with !
the province of British Columbia in that the Government |
of Canada have failed to protect the people of 3ritish |
Columbia against excess transportation charges by this

railway company.

THE PRIME MINISTER: Do you mind reading those
words again in which the reference is made to "good
faith"? Is there any reference in that 2t all to the
terms under which the road was to he operatecd?

HON. MR. OLIVIR: There is no direct reference,
Mr, Premier -~ I am gtad you have raised this point,
There is no direct reference to any of the statutes or
any of the correspondence, that I have been ahle to
find, vhich says that 3ritish Columbia shall not be
suhjected to rates hizher than are being paid in other
parts of Canada, And I want to say that that was not
reasonahly necessary at the time, because we people of
‘British Columbia relied upon the inducements held out in
the despatch of Her Kajesty's Government. The people I
of British Colunbia also relied upon the terms of the %
Railway ict of Cansda in force at that time governing
the railway companies, which did not then -~ and, under
a proper interpretation, would not now -- permit these
excess rates to be charged.

THE PRIME MINISTER: Under that Railway act, were
there any variations in the rates in Canada at that time?

HON. MR. OLIVZR: Mr. MecGeer tells me, no,

MR. MoGEER: The Rajilway ict of 1879 was the Act in
force at the time of Confederation; it was the same Act
2ll the way through. .

HON., MR. OLIVER: Before leaving I had our Legis-
lative Couneél go over these Railvay Acts, and he advised
me that there had heen no material change from the Act
of 1869 up to and inclucing the act of 1879, until some
conciderably later period, The Railway Act of 1879,
which was in force at the time the rresent coatract with
the C, P. R. was negotiated, in regard to tolls, saiad:

4ll or any of the tolls may by any by=-law he
reduced and ag2in raised as often as deemed necessary
for the interests of the undertaking. 3ut the same
tolls shall hHe vavehle at the same time and under the
same circumstances upon 211 goods and by all persoas,
80 that no undue advantige, privileze, or mononrly
mav bYe afforded to &7 verson or class of persoas by
any hYy-laws relating to tolls,
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