
Unions, NDP indepen dent abortions at Student Healti,
Contrary to expectations, the

,rqaniiied labour movement s flot solidly
SU , POrting any one political party,
coîiiîented Alberta Federation of
Labouir president Roy Jamha in a
Moiday interview. Jamha is spending this
vvee(k on campus as a visiting professor in
tIt taculty of business administration and
oîîîîu1erce.

The popular view is that unions
are natural allies and benefactors of the
New Dernocratic Party. In Alberta this is
neot the case, lie said.

While the AFL does otficially
endorse thc NDP candidates, lie
explainedi, this does flot irnply that ail
oriiniz('d labour in Alberta does.
Association hy unions, tathe AF Lison a
vol îtary basis. There are approximîately
100l unions affiliated with the AFL and
sone 25 thai are not.

n addition, the unions that are
affiliatr'd rnay stipulate that their
affiliation tees are not to be used for any
particular political party. Further, since
affiliation is voluntary, unions have the
option of following AF L pulicy,
dsqreeng, or wvithdrawving frorn the
AFL. Individual unions may endorse any
candidate? of any party, Jamha rernarked.

A survey donc after the 1968
eeiion shows the actual diversity of
abou r su pport for political parties.
Acording Iu Jamha, 42% of organized
labour members voted for the Lîberal
party. The vote for the NDP haredy
rnatc bcd the number of votes for the
ConservaI ives.

Another 'misconception" in
Jainha's vîew is the supposed large
tinancial backing given the NDP by
labour. The AFL operates the Cornmittec
on Political Education (COPIE). This is
the only section of the AFL that tries 10
raise money specifically for political
purposes.

I n Alberta, unionists are
encouraged to donate 10 cents per
wurker per month I0 the COPIE fund, the
labour leader said. This $1.20 per worker
pur year is furtber reduccd since 20 cents
s reîained for local union use. In Canada
14' uofthe corganized labour rnevemrent is
affiliated witb the NDP (1968 figures). If

'F oreign, aid should be
abuIised!" This ;s the view of Don Jansen,
a recently returned volunteer with
Canadlian Crossroads International. He
fels that the way loreign aid is presently
liérided out, it s paternalistic and often
dostroys the hurnan dignity of the
ri'( ivers. ''With the withdrawal of
oîîlsidc'ý assistance, countries would be
horced to carefully contro: their spending.
1-he people would also have greater

one assumes a comparable figure for
Alberta, there is littho financial aid
available for the NDP.

Anoiih e r factor restrains
whole-hearted support of the NDP,
Jamha noted, Although the labour
movement, tbrough the Canadian Labour
Conigrcss ICLC), vwas instrumental in the
formation ot the NDP, labour has
suibseqocntly tried Io keep itself
indeperident of the party.

Tlîough thc CLC and the AFL
do desire NDP election victories Jamha
said, Ihey also want Io retain their
indeperîdence and f lexibiliîy, even should
the NDP form tire goveýrnmnt.i

Too close an assnciation and
involvemTent with the NDP would restrict
the bargaîning powver and poterntial ef the
labour rnovement were the NDP ever t0
be the governiment, Jamha commented,

As a result of these factors,
Jamha saîd, the union effort in Alberta is
concentrating on non-partisan activîlies.
The AFL submits briets and makes
recommendations te the goverramrent in
thie hope et influencing goverrnment
decisions. h m

control over their own destiny," says
Ja nsen.

Don Jansen was one of the five
U of A students chosen te partîcipate in
an overseas work project this past
sommer. Hîs partîcular endeavour was on
the small island of Nevis in the West
Indies. Together witb two femalc
stodents frein Ontario, he worked for the
local handîcraft society on the island.
This is one of the inany cooperatîves in
Nevis. People feel îbey mnust band
together to achieve a profitable miargin.
The small population on the island coold
net possibly support miany cumpelîtive
en terp r ises.

"The most rewardîng aspect ot
the Crossroads experience for mie was
being exposed to another culture and
actually being submerged witbin il,
Jarsen remarked. 'You can read and
study about other cultures, but it's not
the same as living there."

Ho began to leamn how to thînk
n the mentality of the people, "One

womnan on Nevis bought an electric
toaster and put it in ber livingroum. A
sîgni of status on the îsland is anyîhing
that is plastic. These kinds of plienoniena
are alien to our North American
experience. They stem from the
tremnendous desire the people of Nevis
have for technology," remarked Don.

The so mme r sensitized
Cressroaders t0 the complex problems of
developing nations, as well giving them a
sense ut their own country's involvement.

Don's experience raised
questions for himselt: "Does the modemn
world bave a responsibility to develupiîîg
nations? If so, how can Ibis responsibility
be carried out most eftectivelY?"

For those interested in
participa ting in an overseas experience
during the coming summer, Canadian
Crossroads International is holding an
informational meeting Thursday, October
25 in the Meditation Room, SUS at 3:30
P.m. vr

Ten rnonths ago a University of
Alberta student entered the offices of
University Health Services. She suspected
that she was pregnant. After two months
of extensive exarinations and interviews
with city doctors and psychiatrists, she
received an abortion in a small-town
hosp ita .

This dilernma is bcing taccd on
the U of A campus by an increasing
number of students. According to, an
Edmonton obstetrîcian, who wishcd to
remnaîn unnamed, current abortion Iaws
allow "abortions f0 be performcd only if
t0 continue with the pregnarîcy would
damange the mental or physical health ot
the rnother."

"This law is left up to the
interpretation of indîvidual doctors," he
added. Tliere are ne strict legal guidelines
to determine the necessity for abortion.

Michael J. Bail, M.D., head of
Student Healtb, stated that in the 1971
winter session at the U of A seventy-nine
therapculîc abortions were bandled for a
temale population of 6,981. Abortions
handlcd through Student Health require
consideration by a mninimum of three
doctors, two of whomn must approve the
case, as wcll as the doctor performing the
operation, who cannot be on the
commitee. Because in Canada abortions
must bc,.perforined before the fetus is
twenty weeks old,-suspected pregnancy
rnust be conf irmned as soon as possible.

Abortion ref erral represents
cither a tailure to use birth control or a
poor choice of method--both ot which are
unnecessary due te 1h availabîlity of
contraceptives, Df. Bail said.

Any student may request oral
contraceptives, A medical examination is
rtquired but in most cases a doctor will
prescribe the pilI immediately, rnaking an
appointment for a later date.
Contraceptives for men are avaîlable ai

any drugstore, wîthout prescription. Ail
rcquests for birth control are sîrictly
contidiential and in the case where a
student desires specific information ta bc
withheld fromT the medical record, the
doctor wîll compJy.

One relatively new rnethod to
prevent pregnancy is the " rnorning atter
pilI" which, if prescribed within three
days after intercourse, wîll prevent
pregnancy. This pilli s available through
Student Health, although Dr. Bail stated
that, -Unfortunately the majority of
doctors donit even know about it."

Services for adoption and for
kceping a child can be arranged through
Student Hcalîh which will refer the single
parent t0 an agency or day-care centre.
Sterilization is also possible and involves a
ten-rninute rirooess in the cases of maIes,
or tubular ligation on the part of the
femnale. Both methods are permanent and

only six werc pcrformed last year. il

abortion repeal
rally Saturda-y

Ail thosp who are interested in
rua king wornen's voice heard in the
upcorning federal election rnust appear at
the cross- country cfernonsirîations to
repeal abortion lawvs this Saturday,
October 21 st, according bo the U of A
Comiîtee to Repeal Abortion Laws.

Edmonton participants wiIl meet
ai 2 pm ibtis Saturday, October 21, at the
Legislative Buildings, and proceed to
Churchill Square for a 3 p.m. rally.

The organizers sec the
demnonstration as an "opportunîîy to
make our voices heard, Ie point out the
importance of the repeal question to the
carnpaiqning politicans and the electorate.
t1 s only by involving ourselves in actions

such as the dernonstrations that it vwillbe
possible 10 achieve actual gains towards
freedomn and equaliîy for women. The
abortion repeal question is one that can
unite many women in a struggle that will
ultimately gain them the freedom of their
bodies, and eventually their destinies."

"WVe must realize that women
must have control of their own bodies,
and recognize what can be done towards
that objective. Qnly by women massing
together in action cati we present a
powertul united front demanding our
rights. By demonsîrating we can make
our voîces beard by the government
which oppresses us."

respect for life' Voice of Unborný
"You are ene ofthie lucky ones.

Yen Iîad the chance lu survive. I am lying
n a garbaqe buckel waiting fnr the
irîcinerator, 1 may f lail my arias and legs,
strugqlîng tuitlessly for heurs, untîl
tînally the spark of lite within me is
completcly beaten."

Thîis is a situation portrayed in a
pamphlet callcd "What About Abortion",
whicb is poblished and distributed by the
"Voice et the Unborn", "a non-sectarian,
community project dedicated te
strengthening respect for lioman lite in
Canada."

n an interview with Theresa
Parsons, head of the Edmonton branch of
the association, she stated their
objectives. Tbey want a guarantee ot lite
for the cîîiîd and thcy believe that the
onîy way this wîil be accomplisbed is
through changes in the existing abortion
Iaw. Th( association asks tlîat the Iaw be
repealed . Tbey are striving te unite the
voice of the public te represent their
views.

According 10 research donc by
the association, legal abortions do nol
prevent "backstreet" abortions. Both
rates have risen, The qroup bas based this
conclusion on figures from hespitals
which have trcatcd illegally aborted
womnen.

belioves
il Inesses
number
increasei

"Voîce of the Unborn" aiso
that the upsurge in psychiatric
s directly related te the rising

et abortions. They say tlîat the
in abortiens doen egally can be

atîriboted te the "new morality" An
article in 'Lifelines'', a ''Voice"'
publication, suggests Ibat ''many ut the
youîip womeni beînq directed te abortion
wards today are lie iess moral- by today's
standardç--îîîan unr îetber's vwere in their
d a y. Il s s uc!ety tlitfi as

chane -be''iewniorality'' s liere, and
C a n ad a s g r ad u aI îy becom ing
aber ti oni-riindýd.''

The article t on cite say fliat
because et the trnnvîidous pressures for
family planning and the emphasis on
pollution and over- popuLlation, peePle
are bciîîg coîîned int abortion as a
solution.

The "Voice cf the Unbornris
aîîenîpting te edocate the public as te
what an aburtien reaîly is. Thocy b-alieve
that lite beqins ai conception, and thal
we bave no riglît to enid that lite at any
time afier. They advecate that fle ic ie
anîd age of the human body slîould have
nothing 10 do with ils destruction.

The Edmonton braîîcî of the
association beqan in January of 1971
after the provincial chairman uftheli group
from Vancouver conîa-cted several
religieus and service agencies in the ciîy
lu rally îîterested persuns. Tîiesc people
were invitcd te attend an organizational
meeting in December 1970, te uniite their
voices in abortion protest.

There are about 1,100 merabers
in Edmonton ai present. They are,
involved in the circulation et a petition
îhroughout Canada whîch tlîey h ope vvill
pressure the govermnent inta action. cmy

orbolish foreign aid"

The han gman, Jack Battery, had few
customers on campus yesterday. Not
even his black hood and miniature
gallows could entîce students to a
meeting to discuss the end of the five
Year ban on aapital punishment in
Canada. He and Dennis Newsome are
Iaunching a- cross-Canada tour, to
Con vnce people that no noose is good
floose. 1 1


