
Toronto, January 2nd, 1909.

IN THE PUBLIC VIEW
AR-REACHING problems con-

front the Canadian Railway
Commission, whose jurisdic-
tion seems to extend at about

the schedule rate of a mile a minute.
From cattie-guards and levelcos
ings, to the Cape Horn route for
western grain to Liverpool, just
about sums up the scope of this
remarkable body of men. When
Vancouver commercialists talk
about elevators in Vancouver they
have in mind the Railway Commis-
sion. When Mr. Charles M. Hays
spouts about Prince Rupert with its
easy gradients and ignores Vancou-
ver with its prospective grain-cars
as a happer, .he must remember

Mr. .P DwihtChairman Mabee and Dr. Milis and
MrIl,. . .TewghtCmpny the other members of the Board

~8ien Ç.NW.TetgrphCopay. within whose ken these matters

ng. Sa is it for the western farmer who hopes for the government
latars now so lavishly talked about in that country. With pro'b-
*s vast as these on their liands, it will be ýonly a matter of time tili
le minor section of the Commission will have ta attend to the
ILstnient of freight rates on the jerk-water siings in the back
'nships.
Most of these men are of large calibre. Chairman Mabee has

er been a parish man. Even as a lawyer lie had a wide horizon;
'In the Bencli he was a master of decisions. As chairman of

Canadian section of, the International Waterways Comnmission he
ved his ability to think in haif-continents. Mabee is not easily
'dwinked;, he is a hard man ta wear down; and has somewliat of
Taf t capacity for mowing down a day's work.
D)r. James Milîs, once president of the Ontario Agricultural

le-ge, is no dreamer either. Dr. Milis was always a hugely prac-
1 nan. Once during lis academic days lie invented a patent lock.
tt was after lie had spent a few years teaching Homer and Virgil
iBrantford school-boys. Prior ta -that lie was a self-educated
OO-teacher who when a farm
d had the misfortune to lose an

1 a threshing-machine. The
ýden1t, however it spoiled him as
-rrn hand, was the beginning of
intellectual career., He was an
Seducationist; a plain, unfrilled
1 who frequently deplored fads
lad smalluse for Shelley and

'ts and dreamers of any sort.
Career at Guelph was not all

's, either;' He had lis troubles;
lie walked over them success-

Y and stayed with the "Model
"" tili ie, saw it in the very
it rank of sudh institutions in
Whole wide world. Not always
erful' Was Milîs in those colleg e
s; sornetimes said that at best
was running a big board ing-
se. 131t when thé opening camne
the Railway Commiîssion Dr.

1$ left tlie 1ig boarding-liouse ta
sonin-law, Mr. Creelman. mnci-
tally Dr. Milis gets more than
'e the Salary on the Commission

he got in the college; besides
lias free transportation ini a Somne miembers of Railway Commission,
"Lte car and is able ta see how Chairman, in centre, M1r. D'Arcy Sc(

mucli of a big farmi he and lis, college helped to make Canada.

M~i R. H. P. DWIGHT lias celebrated lis eightieth birthday. There
ÂYIare a great many Canadians who do not know Mr. Dwight-

which is a pity; for Mr.
Dwight justly ranks as one of the
makers of Canada. He is the father
of telegraply in this country. Wlat
lie does flot know about the histýory
of wires in Canada is a very small
matter. He came here from New
England when there were no wires
whatever. He went out putting up
pales and cables in the wilderne.ss,
before there was even a railway in
Ontario. He was a young man tIen.
He is mucli of a young man still.
Only two or three years ago lie re-
signed tlie general managership of
the G. N. W. and became its presi-
dent. Now every day lie may 1e
found at lis desk witl the same
quick, nervaus energy that made
him a lustling power in the land Hon. A. P. McNab,
when lie was putting up wires in the Ne, member Saskatchewan Government
wilds of Canada. Taîl and spare and
keen of eye, Mr. Dwight is a specimen of fine business acumen; a
brain that thinks clearly witl advancing years; liopeful and benevolent
and aggressive-a hle, ýhearty aid man wlio may have lis quibbles and
faibles, but is nevertleless a commanding figure in the commercial
life of this country. What lie lias seen of Canada would make a
great romance. In somne measure lis life fitsý in with tlie career of a
man like Lord Strathcona, lis great contemporary. Keenly interested
in science, Mr. Dwight is always as alert as a scliool-boy over the
newest developments of the wizard age that seems likely to work
some of its ýbiggest wonders on the face of Canada long after Harvey
P. Dwight is dead and gone. There are a good many sportsmen, tao,
who know Mr. Dwight as a fine hunter; a man of the north wlio regu-
larly went up into the wilds of Muskoka after lis ýdeer and got a town
named after him. Besides, there are not a few poor folk in Toronto
wlio have cause ta, remember this man for lis benevolence. Mr.
Dwight is not a sentimental charity man; does not believe in
indiscriminate giving; but when lie hears about a real case of disýtress

lie is as quick as any man that ever
lived to devise 'measures of relief.
in ail probability 'Mr. Dwight
wisles lie wlere a young man again
that lie miglit be able ta watcli and
take part in the marvellous de-
velopment of Canada in the twen-
tieth century. But lie lias ta lis
lonourable credit haîf a century of
labour.

leaving *City Hall, Toronto. jndge Mabee
tt at left, and Dr. janies Mills at ilght.

*T'HE' Saskatchewan Cabinet
Afared badly at the provincial

general election. Mr. Mother-
well and Mr. Calder were defeated
but have since succeeded in getting
back into the Legislature. The
Cabinet lias also been enlarged by
the addition of Mr. A. P. McNab
of Saskatoon. He is the senior
partner in the Saskatoon Milling
and Elevator Company and a
strong man in lis district. He will
oocupy the position of municipal
commissioner. It is possible that
the Cabinet wiIl -2e further en-
larged in 1909 12y the addition of
another meniber, bringing.the total
to six.
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