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FIGHTING THE THERMOMETER.

"Il Ï

are the centre of ,Social" life. Little groups Munx

ing cones or raisin pie discues roviews-and oth

matters-between pulls at the pop. At the sas

time, illustrating the soldler's versatilty, there a

splrlted bouts with the. gloves and other gaines

sil and buffoonery golng on out li the. open.

The strain o! the fira t few days upon tiie he

quarters staff mnuet bave been terrifie. They a

were putting Up wlth tbe diffiultios oif certain

preparedness, but they seemed cheerful, notwi

standing rieing at 4 ajnx. and retiig-when pou

le. You would see a sweatlng, dusty officer ret

to hie quarterfl at the end of theo day, soon to app

agaixi ail cleaaed Up and lookiiig as though lie

just conhlng on duty. The stunft extraordliia'y i

sucii an uncofl3on thing in trainling campe.,

tlieory seenis to b. that the fellows who stand

to these tests now will be on' the job later on, w)

nebody luxows when or what the test may b.
xTti- -in1L tn hann)en at th15 çolossal camnp?

of unearthiflg scandais as to the reason for the
choice of this particular piece of land, and any other

choice morseis with which audiences might he re-

galed in the future. People are asking who origin-

ally owned titis land, and who suggested that the

Governnlent buy it? The saine general authority

says the land wvas bought at twenty dollas an acre!

Critics say twenty dollars too mucli! Last Saturday

nightagain we qjuote rumour-several liundred

nmen werc missingdeerters, and several thousand

were given leave. Ail sorts of hysterical stories

came te, Toronto with these mnen. They solemnly

alleged that they personally knew of "dozens" f mien

who, in the privacy of the wasli rooins, had said

"good-bye" to their chuins. In short, the inference

was that the camp was to be depleted by desertions.

"Why, look," said a man to wliom I was talking, "At

Niagara the feIlows took a pride in the camp. They

used to look for wa s to improve their surroundings.

Fellows used to get pebbles and lay out littie de-

signs 'round their tents, of the naine of the battalion!

But nothing like that la going on at Camp J3orden.

The fellows are not comfortable and never will be."

There is every probability that, this sort of talk is

mere youtbful discontent seeking an outiet. The

grouci inay only be temporarY. In the meantinie, it

is only riglit to say that so far as one could judge

as an outsider, the officers at Camp Borden are work

ing heroically to inake things tolerable. General

Logie la abroad when the first bit of lIght crawls Up

out o! the east. When lie gets any sleep-or when

bMs aides get any sleep-is a inystery that miglit be

worth investigating if any one had the trne.

"Wlihat, gets me," said one man, "la the ashes.

Tliere's ashes ,nixed 'with dustashes left from sorne

forest lires or other-ald, believe me, where the

sand won't go the. aslies will go. They sncak in

througli solid leather and iake the way easier for

the sand.
It, is true enoligl that in a good many places one

sank ankle deep, sometimes deeper, in the mixture

of sand and ashes. It la true, too, that wlierever a

squad was drilling the eartli seemed to, b. smoking-

with dust-inder tlieir feet. But the question is

Can't these conditions be altered? The optimists

say marveis ean be perfornied by the road-makdng

gangs and a little construction material. Perliaps

this is so.
Not al the solders are in the agitation. There

were scores to be seen trudgig aong to the slower

baths with towels and great-c08.ts for dressing gowns,

quite placid In spite of the heat. In the canten,

tliough , a groucli alwaYs lielpe conversation, the es

creami was oozing quite smartlY down tliroats that

stili could enjoy strawberry or vanifla fiavour. The

glug-gltig of the pop bottes seemed endiess and

sounehow musical. Sonie of the subalterns, seeing

trouble brewiflg, cudgelled their wlts for tlie recol-

lection of games witli wlicl fo lielp their platoons

to whle away tlie rest liours. Thils Blnd Man's

Buif, wliicli 1 sketclied In a rougi', came Into fashion.

Tlie troubles of the bllnd in are lncreased by the

number o! ropes whlch lie lias to keep clear of.

Somnetîmes lie succeeds and sometimfes he- doeen't.

That brlngs the laugli to te crowd of onlookers. In

due time somebodY else lias to take the Blind Man's

part and provide the laugli for thle crowd.

Heat, dust and drt are nover soothing, and par.

tlcularly at movlng timfe. Perliaps tliat is wliy civil-

ans do tlir moviflg, if tliey inove, In May. It la

wonderful wht patience mayyet ahleve.
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