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jack said lie had it firsi, î)
the doctor said I liad à
Jack. I didn't tell Jackt~a
sorry that I got it, but j w -Is. 1Ë
a lot andi I had to take sorn.1-
medicine; and wlien Mrs. j;
found out that I spit the inedicjic ù;tý
when she wasn't looking, shie sa
withme tili 1 said, ' -saîî7
now,' and I liad to say ià slow, ti'.
So, you see, I had a nawful nuisance,
toô."

There was a twinkle behind Anna's
glasses as she arose and left the
room, saying to lier siste-s, "111 fix
tea.", Whule Emmaline, with an un-
usual twitch in the corners of her
mouth, found a skein of wool, and
showed Cricket how to hold it while
it was being wound into a bail. The
child chattered away without restraint
about lier life in the garrison, whicli
was as unreal to the listeners as the
Arabian Nights.

When Anna returned, carrying a-
large ýsilver tray laden, with steamning
tea and crisp littie cakes, Cricket
Ieaped to ber feet, depositing tlie wool
in a tangled mass in Emmalines lap,
and dragging part of the skein about
her foot as she ran to the little table,
exclaiming delightedly, "Ohi, we're
going to liave a tea-party !" May I
Pour tea?"

'.'The girls" looked uneasily from the
grirny lanyds to the polished silver,
tlien at tlie eager littie face, and
Adelaide rose. 'You may if you wîll
let me wasli your face and hlands first.
Ladies always liave nice dlean hands
and faces wlien tliey sit down to tea."

Tlie clild followed docilely, and
came back witli shining face, then sat
down and reaclied for the fat littie
silver tea-pot, re marking graciovsly,
with a ridiculous assumaption of digý-
nity, "I'm the movver now, and you>
are my littie girls, only I don't know
your names yet, you sec."

Tliey told lier, Anna, Emmaline,Malvina,. Mary Ann, and Adelaide
Corgee; and Cricket nodded sagely."'Miss Corjeses! 1 know ail about
your familyl Ilie chaplain read about
Jesus to us at Sunday Scliool.

Tliere was a chorus of sliocked
voices, and,' after tryin~g fruitlessly to
explain lier error, tbey finally told the
bewii'dered Cricket to say Miss Anna,
or Miss Emmaline, and flot use the
su rne.

Wlien tea was cleared away the five
cats appeared, and tlie ch*ld stretclied
on the floor, cuddling tbem aIl and
talking until Adelaide said she would
take lier safely liome. At the door
Cricket turned and gave a stiff military
salute, sayin.g ,gravely, "Good-night.
I've liad a perfect-ly beau'tiful time,'
the tone being an unmistakable imita-
tion of an affected -society drawl; tlien
she vanished, only to put lier head in
again and announce, reassuringly,
"I'm comnin~g back again to-morrow."

The next mnorning there was -an in-
tangible atimosphere of expectation in
the bouse. Emmaline was undecided
wliether little cakes with currants or
caraway cookies would be best for
tea; and Anna thougit. they miglit
just as well have, the table in the
arbor, "tlie niglits wer« so warm."
Adelaide, who liad been out on the
weekly marketing trip, exhibited a
gayly-coloTe4 ,picture book of biblical
stories, saying she tliouglit the chld
had been raised like a heathen and it
%vas their duty to teacli ler better.
Malvina and Mary Ann held a
whispered conversation, which re-
sulted in a journey upstairs, from
which they returned witb a china doit
made into a pin-cushion, its stiffly ex-
tended skirts being stuffed with saw-
dust and sewed to a circular piece
0f cardboard. It had stood on the
mahogany dresser in Malvina's room
since she was ten years old, but the
faded blue silk skirt still showed the
heads of the original pins forining the1
word "Malvina." Tbe two sisters sat
down, and added new pins until the
original word was supplemnented by
additional ones, "to Cricket."

Cricket kept ber word; her face wIs
clean in sections, as though she h-i'i
performed lier ablutions on tIhe ;n
stalment plin, but there was ~
of heroic effort.

Tlie cakes, dol! and book .-

Uhe Western Home Monthly

tbem, she spoke 'gently: ."0f course,
you may corne, dear. We want yo'u

A little face was u-pturned and two
rosy lips met the wrinkled face above
it. Then somnelow Emmalines bands
went outt and hem arms we're about
thle tiny figure. There was a rustle of
silk and bomibazine skirts as tht other
sisters claimed their kiss, w'hle the
child's face beamed.

She was not old enough to realize
thiat the crumb of ber love was a feast
to the poor starving heants that had
never befone realized that tliey were
huniigry.

T he -day aft cm, Adelaide, bent on a
inysterious shopping trip, was foi-
loved to the front door by hem
s:stems, eachi giving parting injunc-
tions. Whien the doon closed there
uwas a chattering procession to the
garret, Alhere trun.ks were overhauled
and nuinierous old-fashioned dresses
and rib' ns, reiics of youthful days,
w "ne spread about, accomipanied by,
"!)r) (ti nenieniber the niglit I wore
ibhit to Cousin Ellie'½ party?" or

'iha v'1S otir birthday dress wben
Wi ,re eig'hteen, M.\aivina!" How

o~i dreanis. rose gbost-like
'o 'hse trunks!"

a selectictu had been made,

'. v

Ycied with little screams o'f joy, the,.
,,l:ore anyone knew whvlat was cQm

i;îg, she had flung lierséif on "thi
Sand was kissing themn impar

tially. Miss Adelaidc*s wîg got
Ài tic -on onie side, and Anna's poinl
lace collar was rumpled, but thert
-,%-as a queer -littie thrill in each stai'
L. art-t-he ghost of tlie 'tlrill omnotherood-as thougl tlie fingers o
thie unborn babies had touched th(
wit'hered breasts.

A quaint little woodeni rocker liai
been resu.rected from the garret, anc
the cbld, holding tlie doe in ber arms
rocked back and fortli looking at tli
picture-book and listening to <th.
girls"'"expianations.

The afternoon passed quickly 'foi
them ail, wlien tlie child was toid'il
was time to go the animated face be-came wistful. She made no protest
but rose quietly and laid the book
careifully on thé table, placing tlie
doIt beside it. For a second sht
gazed into "the girls"'"faces, tlier
slipped softly to Anna's side, and said.
liesitatingly: "'Il be awful good ilyOu'l 1 let me come again.",

Anna took off lier glasses and
wiped tliem liurrie'dly, then replacing
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i.and the favured gowns were carried in the spare rooam fer ta-niglit, andl-to the sewing-room. Sucll a ripping bc sure tliey are neot danip."ie and snippi'ng, and discussions as to jAnl hour elapsed before she e-r- bias and straight edges, ruffles and turned, but when they questioned bera flounces, untit Adelaide mèîturned with she shook bier head, saying, '. '1 Il tdiit lier afins fuîl of bundles. You aiter we put the chuld to bcd."e Wlien Cricket materialized that It was Anna who raised the sleep-d afterùoon she was seized, l-ed ta the ing child,, anîd as site looked down at)f bath-roomn and scrubbed fom head to the fiushed face, with its tangle off foot. The new clothes wére 'slipped curîs against her breast, a tender(e on lier, and a pair of blue kid shoes look stole over ber face, and the otherwith danglirîg tassels. Tlie tangled "girls" knew she was thinking of thedi mop of liair was transforxned înto a children that might have been hers,d mass of sliining curîs that fell ta ber and wîth exquisite tact they sat dowiiSIwaist, and -were held in place by a quietly and watcbed ber asceiid thee blue ribbon that encircled ber hea'd stairs, holding the child iniber arme.,e and ended in a coquettish bow above When she camne down again tfýethe part. Miss Adelaide flushed 'with. other sisters crept saftly ta thc spartýr pleasure when tlie other "girls' reý- roomn to see "'if everything was alit membererd slie always "had such a riglit," after which. they .picked up
-knack for making pretty bows.» their old-fashioned needile work,tThen a dainty white dress, with little taugbt them lu days 'wheu 1<1e bandek uffles edged with lace, was fastened were cansidered a woma' disgrace,e on, and -Cricket was led down in and waited for Adeaide ta aptat.e state. wslt ht«'Girls,'we have beex Yver&&ri Tea a teht evening, and after bere tagether, but 1 bave,1the dislies weme fiffished, Cricket, dered wliich of us would b.f tired'by the excitement, curled on the anc to be left; and in thetrfloor with the cats,, and lu. a little that ant lingerlng mitybe héilsd whuleAna looking do.wn, saw that yeam with only memaories, 1- ýg tlie chld was asdeep. Placing ber prayed God ta taire us *Il togt*ltr.

The dread of it bas never left rat-for
years, until 1 thaugktit f we wgeud
taire tis littie one noarhm~t
be our own, that feu woold bi u4e4.
Wheu 1 saw Mms. 1 essup 1, &ke4 i
she ad tny ojctcionto- ud sherITHIS =011Mglati f 4for he dýlý'«

lier oawu.
rionev to conut 'So ta-momrwiyo

and have tht pape=s niade out»
The aisters .Iaaked at ecd «-3iç'tirving the Weet- uhnguituy en th,Cu

thly right along, Adelaide bad doue.~n WUiea Cricket woire the ftextiaixces wii jj prmit lng she vas toldtheU mnws, ays
any of the "girls» bad e'ver'.o#e,4 ,tht child a lave for tbeza tscan aws u as 8d ta rest forevr

bidean fthaugi why sncb -aulrSUDtrtplon xiet vben a baume ilst
is au unsalved en4gme. H
orthodox Philadelpbian or-v any de,ads regime must titan goule lu theand lfan; t o it two*1heathenieli as toi OrSt ouiese F

1,nt avngyour pangad seub iug front>m ourIist, leaseta celer, it was disîéovered tht)m our list, leaseno sugar i h bouse, and -rou ame hi axreams dispatched Cricket to the e
gracery.4ce 0 cets ayea4She arrîved jmatlu tini to ta mice 0 cets yea, I clerk pick up a box in whlchDffar. some tiny pinir baby mlce-; su1 ii
she begged thema for pets b. lauxe
and gave tiienita hem. Hidîng W
inl ber pocket sbe hurried barné,ýTIr after lcaving the sîaar iu the
sneaked itatht garden and xwu*
lier treasures.finger warningly on lier lips, she __W'htn the warnin asbad<>ws bea»ibrought a soft, warm, knitted ,qhawl ta lengthen Crickettbgan ta aueand tlimew it gen'tly over the -ittle what she shauld do wîtb ber mite k*rfigure, remaking, ap olegetictlly: "It the nigit, for the feared "the girl?seeems sucli a shame to disturb hem! as mucli as the cats.jI've heard it is b-id for a chld's Then a brilliant thought etruninerves to be wakened; besides, she hiem, and putting the mice caefl 1ylurnigbt catchl cold going out in the hier pocket, she hurried upstXirs ta the.niglit air." Then, seeing no disap- bureau wheme Emmalîne's gloves wveeprobation in the faces, she grew kept.

l-older: "Don't you 'girls'I think it Taking a pair of scoft 1cM goveswould be better ta see Mms. Jessup froçn the dawer, Cricket pusherd theand ask permission for the child ta mice gently into the palm, and startcdremain liere for to-nîght? ecdionc into a seParate finger, sa ktEacb head gave a little nod af ac-. could have a "«rooni ail ta its awnquiescence, and Adelaide, iaying aside seIl. Then replacinf the glove shebier tatting, left tlie roorn for a wmap. shut the dawer an left tie room,"P'l go to see Mrs. Jessu»p," she happy i . the thanglit that hem petudeclared in a stage whisper, as she wcre safe and comfortablethirew a cape over lier s houiders and Tht next day was market day anddraped a black lace "tbrow" over liem Miss Emnialine did not notice any-hcad, leaving tlie prim littie curîs thing unusual about hiem "third best"dangling unconfined each side of liem gloves until hem fingers en'countemedface. an obstacle. Even then, being busy"The woman may be al very well, discussin.g hem market list, alit onlyso far as I know, but no one knows pushed harder.
anythiing at all t;)out lier grandfatiem, 'I wondem what an earth le theand, besides, s'he bas only lived ten niatter with this glove!" site ex-)-cars on tlie stet and one has to dlaimed, as she pulled-it off ta in-be so careftil, you know! 1 shall not v estigate,
tic gone very long, and 1 don't think There was a howl frofn the stair..it %vould d,, any barm if one of y')u vay. and Cricket predýpitated herseifgirls' sliould tumn down tlie she-zts on Idit jiove.


