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The ýGreater Duty
wriegonforThe Weaicrn Hom Mosthly by Francis J. Dickae

a mn' voioe ahouted. Morton'a cabin-kno'wn offioiaily an
iw IAnothOIl'8 breath doused the Pelican Patrol Headquartera, one of 1h.

IUU bis il >gt. in 1theqic many lesser Mounted Police Posta in
foflowlng bakea arvle Division "N"-Iay on tb. aide of à hog'a
ipat, its momentai'y. flamne back ridge perbapo a huudred foet higlier
ljghting fitfully 1h. -cabWn'sthan the settleinenun uup in tm h.

room. vailey below, givlng him a brd'a-ye view
amesagani-the dead huah of tense, of the entire place.

ho fl rehtid air-then, af 1er a brealli- Prom aeveral of the cabin windows pin-.
t eo< he sof t slithering of unsteady points of ligit, glowed tbrougli 1h. aoft

s~dfot on roughiplank floor, and dark, and out ef every chimney 1he amoke,
qa inthewak -o ths te sundofin slow, tbick columns, climbedsBtraîght

inr imnl olwev up, strangly 1k. solemnn snow sbrouded
thd gruesome in the slnt blackness of ' conifèe pamnted by some fantastic artistry

the oom.A.ot lu unison came th. of th. frost--and seeing Ibis lest, Morton

=sdn of anothei' pair of nioccasifla, knew how bitter ýwas tb. cold, without
bael udiblejet clearly conveying theý needing to glance. atlbe thermometer

<jbysoton of Ibeir owner's stops. Only a bangingr beaide th. door.
Moment tbis continùed, dying nth é t Xmoment bis gaze took in the whole
crgsk and jarring Ofaniet wftlY OPening scene, 1hen bis eys came te rosI upon 1h.
smld cloang door. cabin nearost hlm, one lying back and a

little apait from tbhet. He eyed il
(Jrporal Morton snapiped losed th. frowningly.

MM atets clasp on bis hip-ength bearskin For thie. ear le bad covered the four
cot, pulled on a bit tigliter the matching hundredd square miles of bis. patio1,
fur cap, drew on his mitta and, thus ful tili now h. knew every watercumianasu
propared againat the cold of northera halil, and 1h- white and balfreed trappers
Imuter n* tpus&,eyeing regretfülly as alfumilg «fates, n hn
th. comfort of 4Lqurr of the survey that dwell within the land.

The. big lin Aictie-heater, now tiglil Yet it was 014? iately tbat worry hatcon
clmZur, hummed soty, f rom ils round- with ils wearing aIraIn sud ruist, trasp
.4bld aides and low conical top, wave bis nerves.
onwavo o heal atome sirnined u wii This waa not caused by trouble wibln
in an end1qes succession of tenu0cus, iplubs duislrw-4or PélicanPatrol ws faàrly
hmno, ne longer colorless, but tingedfaty quiet, no diffrent from moSl of theas

tolden under the play of yeilow raya from northeru eues-but tbrough the coilg,
ti. erosene lamp. The room wus 501fl1in l the latee Psu some IbreS montha pre-

lently warm; the air stilil strong wi1h lt.e'viul>', of hie brother ChalBy, aged twen-
fragmat lunse of freh pip amoke froin tytwo.

a toaccoredo ent f ueI perique. A ciharfii, ten years bis junior, had been
rougli table occupied 1the oetr. Of 111. shipped ut baute from 1h effte snd
floor; on il, face down sud open, a mg distant Fasl by frantie parents after th.
aulne lay close to the ozncware lamp* e o sassattie ute~ceat
aide Ibis stood the C0rpo1rl justivacated Bank, a led two thoussnd dollars
plin am chair, its harali oullines however, that ehould hae remained re . *sn utb
"lMtoscompletely bidden by COWiiig atrong boxes of tbat institution. To

cooepel t s sud a big cushion Of go a »e.thus go Morton here had hastiY
fahr, covered by coarse brown til placoil a mergae ho isne r

Desite1h rogbnssof Ibis furniture,l. thus saving Charlie from jail ant6
log walls sudtbard bunk lu the corner family name from pulcdarc. Thon,
faitheat from th1e stove, there waz amie- wi1h thâil fanatie faith suidVhope co-mmen
thlng attractive about th1e living room, a b toail parents, 1hey had aippe Charleytb
certain indefinable air portraying more b is brelber lu the north, m 1h. fend be-
murey 1h&ii WOrds that itslitary 37 ocu lief that few y.ars apent wber. ne templa-
pont was a home loving body. tiens could harems would bmlug hlm te 1h.

"(3e., I wish th1e regulations would let age ef riper judgment when h. miglil
me hae hlm lier. with me," lie voiceed once more saey relurn ta 1th places CE
aloud, bis eyes passing swiftly from objeet crewded tbingé.
to objeet 1111 finally they settled upen th. Corperal Tenner Merton, »enamo
magazine le had reluctapiIly put down 1h son sud tee fonder of Cbarl"eyt m&n i're-
minute bofore, riglt in the middle of a the n;Zy are, had acce.ptodlb. bur-
mot interestiné stcry. "'Now, I wanted den * nstbpily.And, being a general
to finish that story " ho went on sIil aloud, favorite with at h. conuniy lbd
after th. fashion 'one mucli clone f allulo, requhred little importuning upon his put
"but Iguffl I'd btter slip down to theO teplace Charleyapsbooldceoper andgen-
settiomont sud se the kid's all riglit. Now, e~ store assistant to "Gger .it a
if I'eould only keop him bere with me, I'd veteran trader of the nii lsdS Ptli
b. able ta keep cases on hlm a little better "Ç' aastring of amail trading posta tbreugh-

He shu dbis shouldors; tried to 1àou h e mrrounding terriory,,wt a hoïd

«G ta obc a regular oId wornan, I am new assistant competont lie bad, for the
--a regular old womn. ua two months, bf t everytb inl Char-

But bis face did not clear. Lesuing Iey's bauds aI Pelican, wbile ho spout bis
over th table lie blew ouI the liglit, coss- timebtween the othor points of hiestring
ed t1e room, sud stepped -outinlto the whore business was always brisk with lb.
early born niglit, whore the Northein deepening of winter.
Lights liad just begun thoir dancing. This, wbile highly gratifying te, Corporal
Âcross al the expanse of sky thoy were, MorIon, bad oui y mcreased bis worry, for
and wide; a shimmering sheen, disporting eue. again Charloy was placed inu control
upon the vaut blue bowl of hoavon ini of a large sin of monoy; and Pelican
multi sud vari-colored brightns, sot tly Setulement, wildorness though iti waa, was
brilliant, radiant Ilicugli subdued. Mov- yet perbapu a more daugerous spot than
ing lu wonderful array, Ibis drivmng host even a great citY tao n8 g ee 0f the
of hyperborean space rau in an undulating gambling mania, for lu1 e silent Places
ribbon on the breast of niglit, thon retirod, lime often baugs heavY On imen's bauds
to rush forth and back agin inl ceaselosal and, unafforded the fli5fy unesd
Play, while below the grey wilderness, natural pastimes of civiized centresl, IbeY
crouching there under 1the frost sud snow fallie more easily into recklossdikn
listened grim and silent te tthe soundi*g0o#asd bigli play, lhe boîter ta brals
their dancing, at first but feint sud weid mouotony of thoir daya.
rustling like gently crushed sud bruised In Peheaun livod c"Piano" Jack Munie,
s11k, then louder, 1111 ail 1the sleeping su "cex-parlor houa. professor," sud aI tbe
winter world became alive with liny crack~- moment proprietor of the big cabin whicli
Ings, as the simultaneous suappings cf lb. Cc prai Morton's eyes now rested upen.
Wahes on a million million toylihwiips. wihn lie cabin a céiid gamne wenî con-

Yet the esthetic seul cf Corporal Tenner tinuaily on. Hon.r, too, piano Jack sold
Morton-usually responsive t ail hings whiskey, the saine being forbidden nortli
beautif ut-nef used now to Ibrili at the cf ffty-tbree. But, ticugi Corporel
sight, one of ton seon, and, until now, Morton bad thriçe raided the place lu tie
neyer fully witbout cliam.T-ngt past year, lie bad ethber ccme aI lbe wrong
however, bis e ts ravelled stra * ht to time, or Pianc's cache was toe unn1iIY
where, twn hundrd yards away, 1he dozen hidden, for nover once had ho found in-
cabinsý and three stores cf Pelican Sett1e- criminating liquor upon the promfise.,
ment lay d amaainat lbh suow. Continued on PQge x6
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