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TIHRE are few subjects on
which thought is more con-
fused and irrational than on

the question of big gaine. The reason
is that there is a great diversity of
interest in the matter, quite unrecon-
ciled by the moral suasion of our
gaine laws. These tend to encourage
a certain amount of smug hypocrisy
on the part of those holding at heart
sucli different creed8 as appertain to
the city bred sportsman on the one
hand, and Uic back blocks woodsman
on the other. The gaine laws will
be deait with ini another article. The
present purpose is to explore the mo-
dicuin of common interest and coin-
mon opinion held by those with an
interest of one kind or another in
our-big gaine; what we flnd may per-
haps be dignifled as common sense.

Indians' Game Rights
Sucli of the Indians who live con-

tignus to big gaine country general-
ly feeL that close seasons and restric-
tions as to amount of gamne killed
only affect white men, and there are
many treaties citant, some still in
force, the language of which would
indlicate that the red man is to have
the rights he had before the white
manl came, that is, the right to live on
the gaine. My personal view is that
the Indian iA at his best living that
way, and I canuot fiud it in niy heart
to deal with him when I flnd'hin in-
friuging the regulations as 1 have
dcalt withi white men on occasion.
But a sporting sentiment of hils kind
bas, 1 ain aware, no foundation in
reason and ancicut Indian privileges
should be made contingent on shoot-
ing with a bow and arrow, or at least
a muzzle loader, and shooting for Vhe
fainily pot only. When an Iiidian
adds a mode-ru repeatiug rifle to his
uneanny gifts of wooderaft the gainie
perishes, and wheu lie adds a ready
market for moosemeat to the eaUl of
the family pot, there is extirpation,
first of the gaine, and then of the
Indian. Caribou, with their fatal
habit of retnrnmng in massed forma-
tion to investigate a fallen member
of th>e herd, have no chance with Iii-

dians, armed with rifles, though Vhey
apparently lived and died happiiy
for milleniums. with Indians armed
with bows and even H. B. C. guns.

The backwoods white man differs
very littie froin the red man in his
instinct to kili, but lic usualiy substi-
tutes for ancient riglits and privile-
ges either a frankly sporting delight;
inthe chase or a simple lawlessness.
Backwoods white folk, invariably
prefer pork to venison themselves.
They are usually even more alive
than Indians Vo the possibilities of
merchandising big gaine iu or ont of
season.

The. Sale of Bîg Gaine Meat

In the outer settlements of Quebec
there is ne attcmpt worth mention-
ing at interference with the sale of
big gaine as butdher meat, summer
and winter, and there is a large class
of meat nters. 0f course the luin-
bering industry is Vo a certain extent
gaine fed, but the preference for pork
keeps things within limits.

Next we have to consider Vhe guide
class, eonsisting largely of really
skilled hunters wle eau get gaine if
tley want to, at times whcn the or-
dinary lumberjack would have no
chance. The guides are almost with-
out exception on the side of the au-
thorities and the law, for they sec
their lucrative and agrecabie occupa-
tion threatened if the gaine fails.

"David", I said Vo my 'working-
partuner' of mauy a merry ramble
through the woods, "you made $200
guiding Vhs ycar, and $600 trapping,
and your wife 's had twins, and that
miakes niine, why don 't you buy a
farmn and settie down ? "

"And what kind of a fool do you
take mne for, that I should f ollow a
plougli, wlo know how Vo foilow a
caribou ?I " was the prompt reply.

Why fi the~ Sportsman?
So far wc have dealt with natural

phenomenon. Now wYe come to that
highly artificial produet of flic ages,
the sportsman. Hie is difflcult Vo
generalize about, bcing a coutrover-
tial creature. In a party we were

trying to tell more or less honestly
why we stumblcd out in the coid, wet,
weary woods at dawn, to chili for
hours crampcd in a canoe. or belly
crawling in bog. One said it was
"Nature" (with a capital N), an-
other "the siglit of, the beasts";
another "the shot and the crash",
and one, with no ilusions, "Vhe tri-
umphl entry home". The big game,
sportsman usualy~ thinks littie of the,
pot, and much of the head or skin,
and as good hcads or hides are par-
ticularly liard to corne by, except at
the preciseimesof year when the
meat is worthless there is method in
that madness; but one sometimes
wishes big gaine sportsmen wouid
noV be se virtuous and self-righiteouis
over their disinterest in fillet steaks.

"The Sport vs th. Sportsman",
It does 'secin rather illogical how-

ever that, through the sportsman,
laws shouid be fraMed which waste
as far as possile the food vaiue of
big gaine, (with the resuit that these
]aws are not observed), and that the
abominable cruelty incidentai to,
sport lcads to a chivaîrous restraint
in taking chances and a delight ini
kiliîng dlean and quick.

And there is, lastly, that deplor-
able product of democracy, the
' sport' - a very different thing froin
the sportsman. Usually lie takcs to
the woods too late in if e to attain to
sklll with weapons or to retain the
imagination and rcasonmng powers
of his youth. lHe shoots at anything,
and whcn a woundcd animal îs out
of sight; it is out of mird. lie docs
flot f ollow up nor keep accou-nt of the
casualties. Like the delightful Baron
in 'Punch' who eonfided Vo an M. F.
H1. "I, Voo, I hunt ze fox, and have
killed Vwcnty-six; but have wounded
mauy more." Sometimes the sport
-admits his manif old deficiencies,
stays in bis tent with his flask, and
lands his rifle to his guide, so achiev-
iiig the 'Vriumphal eutry home.'

Now, it would seem~, if big gaine
is to flnd its way Vo market there
-would soon be none left, and if big
gaine is to be made sacred for sacri-
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