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COAL TRADE DEPRESSIUN,

The situation in the coal trade of the
Nanaimo basin is, at the present time,
sufliciently serious. ‘The East Wellington
Company —whose production is not very
extensive — altogether shut  down  its
mines, and now the New Vancouver Coai
Company has been forced to restrict the
output to half the usual amount and to
reduce by 20 per cent. the wages of all
operatives carning 33 per day and over,
those carning less than that  amount
having to subuuit to a Wi per cent cut offl
When first the contemplated reductions
were spoken of, the men appeared disposel
to regard the moveiwcent as the entrance
wedge of a general permancnt reduction.
They then appointed a committee to wait
on Manazer Ilobins with a counter propo
sition, which was not accepted.  Finally,
the men and the manager came together
and had what scens to have heen o frank
and full discussion of matters.

’ ADULTERATIONS AND COUNTER.
ETTS.
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1 1t may be safely said that there never
1 was i ood thing that was not adulterated
or counterfeited wherever there was a pos-
sibility of imposing on the consumers or
the users, and we therefore look upon
"these departments of the publie service
!'whoue object is to detect and to punish
'frauds of this Kind as an-ong the most
juseful. We have more than once drawn
“attention to the manner in which the pub.
ylie has been imposed upon. Iiven in the

= | matter of snuces, pickles, cte., by the use

rof in many cases original bottles aided by
counterfeit labels which have been pre
-prepared, possibly not in the ipsissivua
rerbua of the originals, but present so gen-
Ceral a resemblunce as to be to all intents
and purposes a presentment of the ori
rginal amply suflicient to deceive. It is
itrue that of late we have not heard so
ymuch of this Kind of thing as there was at
jone time, owing to the action of the ori-
jginal makers, still if 1ot in the articles
previously referred to there are yet among
jus giaring instances of somnething which
8 not quite straight, and which may com-
;ymend themseives to either purchasers or
|settiers: becaure they may be obtained at
-a lower price or many secure to the store-
y keeper a tnitle larger propurtion of profit.
| Une traud which will appeal to everyone
15 the gt edge butter compound, which
aims to make two pounds of butter out of
one, the expansion cansisting in a liberal
{ proportion of milk with a corresponding
reduction in the amount of butter fat.
The deception that has been practised in
the matter of wines and spitits will be fa-
jmiliae to every one of us, if not from
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From the statement made on behalf of actual experience, from what at least we
the company, it seems that, during the have read, and the periodical reports that
last. cighteen months, there has been a jare issued from Ottawa continually mani-
loss of money in workingg the mine, and ifest how in the actual consumptions of
any dividends that had been patd had se-cevery day life, even in the least expensive
crued from other sources. But for thearticle, the process roes on. A recent re
financial crisis, which prevented their cus- - port from Ottawa announces that the la
toaers paving cash, not more thaun a ! boratory bianch of the Department. of In
reduction of five per cent. would have been ) land Revenve i~ encaged upon the an
asked for. At the present, sud Mr. Rob- yaiysis  of vinegar, which it appears
ing, the simplest way would have beenis  extensively made out  of a
12 have shut dowa, but there buing othier j<tronz  acid  obtained by  distilla
matters to consider, the company asked jtion from wood. This may not be injn:
the men to hielp tnem up the il which | rons to health; but it is neteriheless an
being surmounted. things might be ex-unposition, and it is to Le hoped that
pected to o on smonthly.  The resait of L whenever possible the authorities will Le
the straightforwand personal appeal ob | co.operated with.  People arc entitled to
the part of Mr. Rotas, who has all alonp, the article fur which they pay and may
acted insuch a way astoinspire canfidence s jutly be expected to be furnished with
in him and hiz mecthods, was that by a what they ask for. To give them any-
vote of 330 1o M the men acceded to the . phang else is quite as dead a steal asif
request of the company. , their moncy were forcibly abstracted from

he spent in extendiog the works and
completing them, bue principally inlay-
ing the 24 inch main necessary to give
connection with the present city service.
The corporation wonld own its own city
services, ans now, and collect all the
water rates as at present, Should the
offer be nccepted, the city would buy the
water from the companv  in which it
would own a half interest, paying six
cents per thousand gallons for it.

This departure figures have been cited
to show would mean an annual expeadi-
ture by the city of $52,325, made up of
interest on $200,000 at 43 per cent., six
cents pergallon for one and three.quarter
millions of gallons, and the expense of
collecting water rates from the citizens.
The company wonld receive from Esqui-
malt, and the city of Victoria for water
$13,325 nett, lalf of this or $21,662,
would constitute its dividend upon the
investment, while in alddition it would
receive s now S36.000 for water rates,
or in all $77,662, or a surplus of rececipts
over expenditures of $25,337, about 124
per cent. on the investment. This is
supposing that the consumption of water
is no greater than at present, and the
figures are those of the company. These
no doubt can be readily veritied, as well
as those 2s to the capability of the works
being equal toall that is said of them.
Moreover, it is claimed that from Gold-
stream can be obtained all the power
necessary for whatever electric concerns
theére may be inthe city as wellas for
the requirements of other machinery.
The subject is one of special interest
particularly since we are all aware that
something must be done to substitute
something for the utterly inadequate and
really impure supply now obtained from
LIk take, that from Goldstream being
pure, clear and cold,

DOMINION FISHERIES.

The fact that the fisheries yicld of the
Dominion was last year almost twenty
millions in amount and four times greater
than it was in 189 is certainly matter for
congratulation, and still, as we all know,
there are great possibilities on this Pacific
Cuatst tpan which but a mere beginning
bhas been made. The Crofter proposition,
atout which so much was said and which
was 1o be 50 important an clementin Van-
couver Island. scems to be for some reason
or another held in abeyance, and the very
uncertainty regarding it wmay pechaps
serve to dissuade individuals from taking
up what it was announced was to be un-
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S The crisis which had ta be et by both their pockets or  surreptitiously taken |dertaken by corporate enterprise under
:'f masters and menwasa very seriousonc and ¢ from their honses. Government auspices. \We observe that
:\~ but for the previously existing good reln S S— at present thie export of fresh salmon
y b tlons, there would have bieen trouble. Too ] from the Fraser River aggregates 30,000
£ much credit cannot be uven 1o all the VICTORIA'S WATER SUPPLY, .

pounds per day, a large proportion of
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parties for the manner in which they came
together and grappled with the vimergeney.
and we sincerely trust that the expeeta
tions of those most directly canceracd will
be realized and that the depression in the
coal trade will he only of short duration.
{Since the above was written, the men
at work attlie East W ellington nunes and
the company have armved at anarrange
ment by which operations were continucd

Laless everything goes for nothing, as
it frequenily does in connection with
mugizipal matters in Vicloria, the city
may yet become joint owner with the
present sharchoiders 1 the Exquimalt
Water Works Company's franchise and
plant.  The company offers to scll to the
city one half of its rresent stock for

‘5100,000, which according to the manaz.

which finds its way to New York. This,
it wiil be borne in ming, is of the one ar-
ticle, but what 2 trade might there not be
worked up, were our halibut, herring and
other fish systematically handled and
made the most of ! At any rate, at least
for the present, their supply is practically
inexhaustible. \Why should not our great
Province go to work and make the most of
all its boundless resources which, at the

at a considerable reduction.)

i ing director, Mr. Theodore Lubbe, would | same time, are so varied?
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