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HIS SOMBRE RIVALS.
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By EDWARD P, ROR

AUTHOR OF "BARRIERS LUHNED AWAY,’
" OPENING A CHESTXUT DURR,”

“ WITHOUT A HOME,” XTC,
My story has alrcady been much

too long. From tho daily journals you
have learned pretty accurately what
occurred after wo reachod Centrevillo,
Richardson's  and Blonker's brigades
made a quict and  orderly retrcat whon
alt danger to the main body was over.
'The sick and wounded wore left beo.
hind with spoils cnough to ogm}) )
food-siucd Coufedeato army. ol.
owed the headquurters escort, and
oventually mado my way into Washing.
ton in tho drenching rain _of Monday,
and found the city crowded with fugi.
tives to whom the lo{ul peo?e were ex.
tending unbounded_hospitality. I felt
ill and feverish, and yiclded to the ime.
pulse to reach homo; and I noveracted
more wisely,

** Now you have the history ofmy
first battle; and may I never  seo one
liko it again. And yot I believo the
battle of Bull Run will become one of
the moat intoresting studics of American
history and charactee. On our side it
was not directed by generals, according
to the rules of war, It was fought by
Northorn _men after their own fashion
and according to their native genius;
and I shall ever maintain that it was
fought far better than could have been
expected of militia who knew leas of the
practical science of warthan of the
vhilosophy of Plato.

* The moral of my story, Hilland,
scatcely noeds pointing ; and it applies
to us both. When we go, let us goas
soldiers; andif we havoonly a cor.
g’oul's command, let us lead soldiers.

he grand Northern onset of which you
have dreamed 50 Jong ' has been made,
You have seen the result. You have
the means and the ability to equip and
command & regiment. Infuse into it
your own spirit; and at the same time
make it & machine that will hold to-
gether ax long as you have a man left.”

* Graham,” said Hilland, slowly and
deliberately, * there is no resisting the
logic of events. Yon have convinoed
me of my error, and I shall follow your
advice."

*And, Grace,” concluded Gralam,
“belicve me, by so doing he adds ten-
f%d to his chances of living to a good
old age."

“Yes," she said, loo‘kix;sat him grate-
fully through tear-dimmed eyes. * You
have convinced me of that also.”

“ Instead of rushing off to some oup.
of .the-way place or camp, he must spend
months in recruiting and drilling his
men ; and you can be with him.”

“Oh, Alford1™ she exclaimeds “is

that tl o heavenly logie of your long,

terrible story ¢
1t's the rational logic; you could not
expect any otler kind from me."

“ Well, Griham 1" cjaculatec. ' the
major, with a long sigh of relief, “I
wouldn't have missed your account of
the battlo for & yoars pay. Aud mark
my words, young men, you may not live
to see it, or I cither, but tho North will
win in this fight, That's the fact that
I'm convinced of in slpito of the panic.”

12 Mre Mayburn, brasgun oo
said Mrs. Mayburn » T0Op!
her eycs mcanwhile, ‘??: 3 Al?:::ﬁ
needs rest.  I'm going to take him home
atonce,” And the young man seconded
Lier in spite of all protestations.

* Dear, vigilant old aunty,” said
Graham, when they were alone, “you
know when X bave reached the limit of
endurance.”

“Ah! Alford, Alford,” moanod the

v woman, “I fear you are seeking
cath iu this war.™

11111ANA, WISH CHAYICIOrISTC 1N0ULEDY,
would not take tho coloneley of the rogi.
ment that ho chiefly had raised; but
secured for the place n fine officer of the
regular armv, sud contented himself
with a captaincy. *“Efficiency of tha
sorvico is what I'am aimingat,’ Lo said,
“X would much rather riso b{) morit
from the ranks than command o brigade
by favor."

Unlike many men of wealth, ho had a
noble repugnanco to taking any public
advantago of ic; and tho numerous
officers.of the time that hind obtained
theirtpositions by influcnee wero his de-

101,

Grabam's prodictions in regzard to
Graco wero fulfilled. For Jong months
she saw her husband almost daily, and,
had it not been for the cloud that hung
over the future, it wouwld have been eno
of the ha[miest periods of her life. She
saw Hilland engaged in tasks that
brought him a doep and growing satis.
faction. She saw her father in his very
element, Thero wero 10 more days of
.dulness and wearinoss for him, The
daily journals tcomed with subjects of
intereat, and with their aid ho plauned
innumorable campaigns, Military men
wore coming and going, and with these

oung officers the veteran was an oracle,

e gave Hilland much shrewd ndvice ;
and cven when it was not geod, it was
listened to with deferenco, and so the
vesult was just as agreeable to the
major,

at swecter joy is there for the
aged than to sit in'the scat of judgment
and counsel, and feel that tho world
would go awry were it not for the guid.
anco and aid of their expericnee! Alag

for the r old major, and those like
him! Tho world docs not grow old as

they.do. Itonly changes anl hecomes
more vastand complicated, What was
wisest and best in their day becomes
often as anbfgluated as the culverin that
once defended castellated ramparts,

. Happily the major had as yet no sus.
picion of this; and when he ‘and Grace
accompanied IHilland and his regiment
to Washington, tho measure of his con-
tent was full. Thero he could daily
meet other veterans of the regular ser.
vice; and in listening to their talk, ong
might imagine that McClellan had only
to attend theix sittings to learn how to
subdue the rebellion within a fow mouths,
Those veterans were nobbitter partisans,
General Robert E. Lea was * Bob Teo "
to them; and the other chiefs of the
Confederacy were spoken of by some
familiar sobriquet, acquircd in many
instances when boys at West Point.
Theywould have fought these old friends
snd acquaintances to the bitter end, ac-
cording to the tactics of the old school;
but after the battle, those that survived
would have hobnobbed {ogether over a
bottlo of wine as if they had been com.

ions in arms.
mmo looked at her tenderly for a mo.
ment, and then said, “Hereafter I will.
try_to take no greater risks than a
soldier's dutics xequire.* -

——

CHAPTER XXIL
SELF-SENTENCED.

Days, weeks, and months with their
changes came and went, Hilland, with
characteristic promptncss, carried out
his friend's suggestion ; and through his
own means and personal efforts, in great
measure, recruited and equipped a regi-
ment of cavalry. He was eager that
his friend should take a command in it;
but Graham firmly refused.

*Our relations arc too intimate for
discipline,” ho said. “We might be
placed in situations wherein our fricnd.
ship would ecmbarrass us.”

race surmised that he had another
reason; for, ay m?asscd.sho saw lesy
sud less 6f him. He had promptly ob.
tained a licutenancy in 2 rogiment that
was being recruitod ut Washington; and
by the time her husband's iment
veached that city, the more diseiplined
organization to which Graham was at.

od way ordered out on the Virginia

wickot line beyond Arlington Heights.

Mra. Mayburn accompanied thoyuajor's
pacty to Waklingbon, Tor, &4 M -Eaid,”
8lia was * hungry for o sight of her bey."
As often as his dutics pormitted, Geahnm
rodo in from the front to see her, Bub
ithegan to bo noticed that after thore
visiks he ever sought somo porilous diny
an tho picket Jino, or crigaged in noste
dash ab the onemy or guerlling in the
vicinity, Ilo could not visip his apnd
without seeing Graco, whoge wnes wore
now so gontle when she apoko to him,
and o full of her hearl's deep gratitude,
that o renewal of his old fieree fover of

unrest was the resuls. Ho was ulready |

gaining a reputation for oxtrome daring,.
combined with unusual coolness and
vigilanices and hefore the campaign of
"0t opened he had Leen promoted to a
fl1st Jicutenancy.

Timo pussod the angry torrent of
the war broadened and deeponed.  Men
and measures that had stood out Jike
landmarks  were ongulfed  and  for
gatlen, . oW

16 goes without snying that the [riends,
did their duty in cainp and fiedd.  ‘Therod
were no motre panics, "I'ho great orgaun.
izer, McClellan, had made soldiers of the
vast army ; and bad he been rétained
in the service as the crealor of armies
for other mon to Iead, his labors would:
have begn invaluable, » ot

Ablast, to the deep satisfaction of
Graham and Hilland,  their regiments
were brigaded togethier, and  they fre.
quently met. It wAs then near $he

close of the aclive operations of 62, and
tho fritnds now xanked as Cuptain
Graham and Muajor 1illand, Notwithe
standing tho reverses suffored by th
Union a.:us. tho young men's conﬁdentzx
was nuamated as to the finglissue, Hil.
laud had passed through several gevere
conflicts, aud his name had boen mens
tioned by reason of liis  gallantry, and
Graco began to foel that fato couldnever
bg so0 cruel as to destroy her very life in -
his Lfe. Shesaw that her father ox-
ult>d more over her husband's saldier]
mabities than in all his wezlth; and:
Athough they spent the suniner hoat-ag
il at tho weaside with Mrs, Ma\rbum,
he rearty.of all threa were . followin
two resiments throngh the forests ab
telds ot Virginia,  Half & score of jotrds
nuls were daily searchedMor items con.:
cerning theny, and the arrival pf the
mails was the event of the day. .

“There came a lotier in the adbumin’
which filled the heart of Grace with im:
meas: rable joy and very, very deep
sadpess,  Mrs, Mayburn was stricken to
the heart, and would not bo comforted,
wlrile e old Major swore and blessod
God by trns. : L

The cause was this,. Tho Irigade
with which the friends were conuecke
was sent on & rcoancissaied, aiid they
felt the encmy strongly before rotiving,
which af last they were compelled to do
chipig;ately. It so happoned that Hil-
and commanded tho rear-guard, Inan
advance he ever lod; on & rotreat -he
wap apt to keepwell to the rears In
the present instance the pursuit.had
been prompt and determiucd, and, had
been compelled to make more than ons
repelling clinrge to provent the retiring
coluran from -being " p tos -hatd, !
His commmand had thus lost heavily,aud
at last overwhelming numbers , dxpve
them back at a gallop. R

Graham, in the Tear of. the main

column; which had just crossed a-small | §

wooden bridge over a wide ditch o,
little run  through the ficlds, saw tha
headlong totreat of Hilland's shien, and
he instantly deployod his company tha
he mighbcheek the close pursuit by a
volley, s the Union troopers mesred
the bridgo 3t was cvidently a réce for
life and liberty, for thoy were “ons.
numlcered ton to one. In o few moments
w10y bagan to pour over, bus Hilland did
notlewt. faey fere nearly all adross,
Labihely commander avas not dmong'
them: -dnd Gralindh-was wild -\vigh
suxiety as e sat on his. horsday dhe
right of hisline wa,it,imi'hgu:.e the otd%x
to fire. Suddenly, in the failing lxﬁﬁjt
tho evening, he saw * Hilland “with his
right arm’ hargiing holptogs, shur.
horse badly “blown; while

spon him were four savage-looking Gons

-
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yplifted to strike tho

deadly sheen, and lifhe
mt{‘i‘;} n:t t;';ho‘y o?(tlxiléi reach ‘Iiign.e s’
o Ta 1ty Grabam’s
oye moasured the dis “géimtwoen his
fricnd snd the bridge, and his instans
taneons conviction was that Hilland was
doomed, for he could not otder a volley
without killiug him almost to a cortain.
ty. At thKS supreme orisis, the suggos-
tion passed throungh his mind like a lurid
flash, *In a fow moments Hilland will
be Qoad, and Grace may yet be mine.”
Then, like an nvenging demon, tho
thotyght confronted him,  Ho saw it in
s true sapect, and in an outburst of
solf-acousing futy he paased the death
sentence on himselt, Snatching out tho
long, straight sword he carried, ho
struck with tho spur the noble horsa
he bestrode, gave him the rein, and
smudo steaiglit for the deep; wide ditch
‘Thore was no timo to go around by 4no
bridge, which was still impeded by the
14st of the fugitives,
His nen held thoir breath as they
| 64w Lis purpose.  The feat soomod im-
possiblo; . but as his steod cleared the
chasm by » maguificent bound, a loud
clieer rang down the line. Thenext
Eirowellto Uiy witedaw Graban . i
arewe | aw m passing
hii like & thunderholt, There was au
immediato clash of steel, and then tho
foremonb pulsuer was down, cleft to the
juw.  ‘Thd next shared the sarie fate ; -
for Graliam, in what he deemed his
death smlegle. had almost ceased to be
human, His xi?irit, stung to a fury that
it hal never known and would never
know again, blaved in lis eoyos and
lashed in the l;ghtn:mg play of his
sword, The tivo other ‘pursuets reined
up their steeds and sought to-attack
him on either side.  He threw his own
horse back almost upon i haunches,
and'was on his gnard, meaning to strike
home the moment the fonce of his op-
ngnts, permitted. At this instant,
E’gwévcr, thete were o doxen shots from
the'Swarming Rebels, that were almost
opon him, and Ye. and his horse were
.500n.tpfallto the ground. ‘Meantime
Hilland had instinctively tricd to rein
-if his Yotun; that he might retarn tothe
help of hiy friend, although from his
wornd he “could render ng aid.

Some”
$liis own men who had crossed the
ridge, and in. & sense of safety had re-
ahied their wits, sal his purposé, and
ﬁashing‘ back, theg formeéd p body-guard
around  him,- and d . his  horse
swiftly beyond the ling of battle.

Ayell of anger accompanied by a
volley came from Graham’smen that he
had-loft ii¥ 1i1é, and a dozen Confedorate
saddlestwerc emptied ; buttheir return
fire was so deadly, and their numbers
weéro so overwhoiming, that the officer
next in command ordereil retrest at a
gallop. Hillan@; in “his ‘angnish, would
not have lefs his friend’ not his

giet his rein and carried him
- off ‘dlmost by force. Meanwhile the
darimess set in so_rapidly that the pur.
suip soon-sldcketied and coased.

During:the:remainder.of the ride back
to thoiv camp, which was reached. lato
£ night, the ardent-natured Hilland
wag-alinost demented; h_e‘w%:t, raved,
apd swore ; hio cidled himselt an ac-
-cutsod -to%ard-that he “had left the
frignd .who.- had saved his life; his
broken arm was as nothing to him, and

eventually the regimental surgeon had

to_give Ktrong cpiates'to quiet him.

) 'ﬁhoﬁ inﬂeﬁhgnext dag' he swoke, it
“all-dame-badk to him with a"dull, heavy
aolie atb heart. Nog;in é::ult% ge u(}:ng.
His mind, now res its’ 00,

eenieel Phe fact. - The brigaierw

%ﬁdﬁ: orders > ¢
arfd’ dg:ﬁdi:ﬁbled -angd hﬁ’: i
ke & leave of abgence for duty,
The inexorablp 'mechu%zm of rilitary

lifo moves o, Without the slightestire.
“gand fo ‘individual ;-and Graham’s

~adeds of Jlig. wur, some. agerl. and, more
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federates, their sabres emitting & steely,
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