1802.] APOSTOLIC MISSIONS; OR, THI: GOSPEL FOR BVERY CREATURE. 487

pumber is Jess than ten per cent of the Baptist evangelical church-members
in Great Britain and her cclonies alone. T'wo out of every hundred mem-
bers of Baptist churches alone, in Great Britain and America, would yield
more than we need. Wahile if Britain and America and Protestant Europe
were to combine, our fifty thousand would mean one Christian worker out
of every three hundred church-members only. England sent as many men
to the Crimea to take a single fortress and to keep up for a few years a
Mohammedan despotism. Ten times this number of men fell on each side
in the great American war to set free three or four millions of slaves.
Five hundred years ago the Crusades had cost more lives, and they sought
to win from men wellnigh as chivalrous as the invaders a material Jerusalem
and sn earthly ¢ sovereignty.”” And cannot fifty thousand redeemed men
be found to win back the world to Jesus Christ ¢ Have our hymns no
meaning ?
*“ Oh, send ten thousand heralds forth,

From Bast to West, from South to North,

To blow the trump of Jubilee,

And peace proclaim from sea to sea.”

It seems a great sum—seven hundred and fifty millions of dollars In ten
years. Yet it is only five dollars a year from each member of the Baptist,
Congregational, Methodist, and TPresbyterian churches of Euarope and
America. England alone spends nearly as much every year on intoxicating
drinks ; and the blessings of civil government, imperial and local, cost
Britain cvery year more than two thirds of the amount. The Crimean
War cost five hundred millions of dollars ; the American War more than
ten times as much. An annual tax of three and one-half cents on a
dollar on the taxable income of Great Britain alone would yield the seventy-
five millions of dollars we need. Nay, more ; it would be easy to find ten
thousand professing Christians who could give it all.

Looking only at men and money, is it not self-evident that it can be
done? But, in fact, the process is less costly than I have supposed. In
America and England, and generally on the continent of Europe, the Gos-
pel might be preached, fully and tenderly, without much more cost than
the loving personal labors of our church-members. In India there are, say,
one hundred and fifty millions of heathen. Suppose that we could send
out at once three thousand men, who should each spend a couple of years
inlearning one language or more, and go for eight years or ten of work.
They might gather arovid them, or get from existing churches, thrce
thousand more—plain men or women, competent to preach the Gospel with
tenderness and power. And then in ten years the Gospel might be
preached, and preached repeatedly, to all India, The entire cost of such
an agency for ten years, and for six thousand agents, nced not amount to
fifteen millions of pounds. Five thousand men sent in the same way to

China might, in the same time, cvangelize the whole country. It can be
done,




