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gai1 ail the morning-not a smile of absolitte plIeasure, but e4 1 never take any of thein," said Isabel. <c Have yoiu
rallier a smile of discovery, as if the gratification of having îîeithier sherry nor inadcira V,
foun'd tlîin-s out, aînost repaid her l'or hîavai- fournd them Miss Ainsworth lookeil a littie surprised ; but shl tund
not alteogeiler agreeanle ; alnal laid nlot bier mistress, front ail witbont inuch dillictulty, a decanter of sherry, and, pourinr
habituai dread of the colisequîtenes of ibis smile, scrupu- ont hialt* a glass, sat dovn, anud waited tuntil Mis. Ains-
lotisly avoidled asking any quest os, the mysteries of Mf. worth bat] trank it ; wlîen site coolly aske liber to Ville
Ainsworth's unenage mi lit hitt been p.incied in pretty more ; on bier reftisaI, ;ocked ail up again safely ii lthe side-
sîrong coIours, eveut at liis earý stage of their develop- board.
ment. Isabel. hall nover felt berseif so strangeiy circurnstanced

icThe ire, ma'am, is in the daliing-rocarr to-dlay, stich as before. Site bat] notbing to complia of, and uuobot]y to
it is,"' saitd Betsy ; and ile led eie %vay t]owni st.îirs, and blamnie yel bile bastened lu' bier Qwn room, ant], covercd bier
threw open the door of' a large ati scantily-ftirnislied room, face %vith lier bauds, gave way to a long, and violent lit of
wliere a hornely carpet, of cotsiderably smaller dirnen- weeping.
sions, left a bordier of bare baordi ail aroutut] il. Mr. Ainsworlh, the lhappy brtdezroom, wvas ail tii ihiio

Isabei's beart sitik vvithin lier. Ait oltl- fâa3 bioned mahoe- bissy ii lias counliuîg-house iu lthe city, being eager, aftcr.'o
gany table stood ini the middle oft lIe oin, a sidehtoard at long an absence, to redeem the lost tille ; taor was it with-
one end; lthe chairs were ail iii their places close up out cousiderable ditliculty thatli ho tre hinuseif aivay froin
against the wall, andi there wvas titer otum.wau sofa, aloi invoices, rceýipts and] bales of goods, hiaif an liour cachier
stulffet aria-chair. The fire-plactý that centre of attraction, titan bis utial lime for returnin- bomne Io dinnier. Ile w,,Is.
whicli can senti lèrtb ils welorinî or its rupitîlse as well as a little surprisedtl b in] bais bride iii lears ; but on seconid
thle inost expressive humant cointe. -tuce-tite fire-place tbougbts, tibis fact wvas easily arcountet] for, by bis own pro-.
iwas a little pinched-up, shallow reccptacle, Ihat wvould tractet] absence ; and] finding, after niany apologies for tihe
scarcely boIt] cintlers enougli t> warm a bcd. Butby placet] necesàily or peison.t] attention to lais alffairi in towvn, that
a.seat beside it for lier mistress. Neilber of Ilium. bjioke a àshe mnade an effort ho puit avvay lier grief*, ho %vas the more
wvord; andi the mdid, aller iveirîing un.uny excuses for re- cônfiemned in tbe flaîteriîg conclusioiià at which be bad ar-
mmain- iii the room, wvas compelled at last lu take bier de- rivet]. Ilis oivn kiîrdncss, lie tbought, t0 say notbi.4g of the
partuee, wvilhout baviii- relievet] b.r mîmd of ils aiccumuiat- approachiiug d iîuucr, wvotilt set ail iî;ht ; aînd hoe descendet],
ing load. at tbe welcoîne sound of ltse bell, witb tbe genîle Isabel

Miss Ainsworth next madetiezs appearance int due formi. lcaning, on lais arîn.
She wvas plainiy dressed, liat] the liockets of lier aproits illet] The first circuunslance whicb struck the attention of the
with kceyse and] looked extremelv busy ; but site sat t]oi br ide oit casting~ a lia.sty glance over tire table, waa;, that ail
for a fewv minutes, evideistly luttent lapoun making Èerself the silver fo4.s bat] been taken away, andti ttat most of the
aoreeable., Isabel wvas 100 indolent, aut] therefore she wvas oCher valuabilese,Iàlîib bat] figureti ou the tatble the peevi-
often considt. red toc v.ev t], converse, except wluen unis eveniitg, liat] ben removed ; while a fewv old spoons,
under the influe-ce of mental or oodily stimulus ; anti 1%i1s evitntîy of dlistant rciaîliship, awîi two or three solitary
Ainsworth hîaving discovoret] an unuisual accunmulations of cruels, iemnained lin tbt-ir steat]. The dinner itself was a
trust upon lthe maantel-piece, wvas gladî to malie it aut excuse very niee, bot a very smali. one : auud Isabel coulît have
for going ouI to scoli lte servant. fared lolerably well brail lier rusual portion of porter orstrowy

Poor Isabel ! tue blauik t]esola-ïon of Ibat long morning beer been placet] beside ber ; but il is rallier an awkward
%vas sncb, that shte conit] not even butako Iserseif lu bears t lîingo> in sci small a party, thal every wvord cana be hecard, anti
she wvas, in tact too much confouniled-loo mucîs appallet] especialiy if Iluat party are wtetinc r nly, for a deli-
by hier situation ailozether ; aund site remaineti int lte saine cale lady tu ask for poiler, ant] sîlill worse for aie. Isabel
position), fuxed iin a kit of stupor, luitil ]3etsy caine back had not the neeve te miko ibis demant]l for berself, and
to ask bier what site %vouid Jike lu tlke. nobody invilet] ber 10 take more titan a single glass of wine

IlWhat is there VI site asked of Betsy in ber hum,. aller lthe cloth luat beon romovet]. 0
cc Wuy ena'am," replied the mait], i,,that is more than I Of course, she was peesýish and] frelful for the remainder

can tell you. There's the colt] chieken, but Miss Ains- of the eveniing ; and] se absorbot] in self, as only 10 be s-e-
worlh bas got boit] of that for dinner. Andti îere's a fcw minded hy sonie casual remark, thaI Mr. Ainsworthlitat] a
&luces ofbhaut. that was left lasI îigb-t and soule colt] apîtle- thurt daugîttr, an irrvalid, who neyer left ber rooni. 11h!-

i. utwaevrtres, lis ocet] op, anti Miss mediately strîîck ber as bein- hib -hlime ber mtaernai (titîes
Ainesworth bas the key."1 shouId be so fac fulfiiled as te make lthe qcquaintance, ah

14You have notbing ho do,"' said Isabel, "ibut teu her leasl, of titis yoiing, sulffrer, \who at lte za.ge of tbirteen,
that you wanh te prepaie me my luncheon ; anti bring nme wvas confiud lu lier own apaitî±cnt by hiopeli-ss anti incura-
tome wine as. soon as yon cari, for I arn treatifnhly Jaint."1 ble iameness.

Miss AinsW'orth, who wvas in reality a very reasonahîle To Ibis aparîrnu, thecefore, Isabel reqnosled t0 be con-
sort of person, had no îdea whatever of keepin- any thing tinclet], ant] she found there a poor sickly girl, pale and
Iocked np frou thse nowv rigisîful misîress of thelouse. Sho ensaciatet], wliose tetrup)er %vas saidt] l be so irrilable, that
carne Iberefore on lthe first sunîtmons te offer up thte keys of sîte bat] been corts.guiet aiiiost entirely te the care of ser-
office andti 1 request tlrat Mes. Vnsworth wvoult] freely ex- tvauîts. cgNoboc.', coutît do anything wilh ber," wvas the
Picess lier wisbes, whalever they mig-ht be. Isabel itowever frequent remtrk of !ic: .ý:sters, aud Lsabel began tb think il
was 100 indolent tb take charge of the key s, aurd slie repliet] wvas but too jîlst; for rîcither on titis, nor many oather visits
bY simpiy as'king for sornething to ea-"c thse merest trille oft]rîy wbhicl site afterwaet]s madtie the sickctaijiher conît]
in the wol.1 site succeet] in atlaining the leasl at]vance towartis inlimacy

"I dtiae say you feel fatiagueti wilb yuur journey,"l oh- %vith ils afflictet] occupant. She Iriet] sympatby, but thse
'erved Miss Ainsworth, Ilor 1 shoulti bart]iy recomment] chlb okc ah lter with a vacant slare ; s!se iriedl conversa-
yoe taking any thing before dinncr. We always tink il tion, but scarceiy elicited. an answver in celurn ; she trieti pre-
spoils lthe appelite." seuls, but thhy wvere receivei wvilh evitient suspicion, and

I will trouble you for a <-lass of wine thon," sait] someliiing like conlemput. ci Perba.ps," saiti Isabel tb ber-
Isabrel, somewbat pettislrly. 0ef i siebcît fiiî] Perbapstire chluld is an idiot

Miss Ainsworthw~enh 10 t4e .%tdeboard], took olItse voal as wcll 1a. a cripple, aaidly luave concealetIis fach front
decanlers, duslet], anti piacoti then on thc table* me-"

ccHe1re is port.," sait] sire, ccexeileuuî carpe ioanti ont Unaccustometi as she wvas t0 puîrsîre any course of action
own raisin, andt gooseberry.11 wvere difficullies lay ins ber w-ay, tise malter wvas scon
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