
THE ONTARIO 1'HILATELIST.

The Pence Issues of
Canada.

BY W. A. BEATTY.Much has been written in regard
te the pence issues of Canada
that my remarks are cf littie
use, but, as there bas been ne

reliable records cf just how many of

these stamps were received and given

out te postmasters, 1 will enlighten

them. on the subject.
On M'ay 2ist 1849, a notice is

mentioned in ihe Legîsiative Assem.

bly ef Canada, refering te t be estab-
lishment cf a general Pest Office. On
th., fellowiiig day a resehation Was
breught that postage stamps be en-
grave& anxdputinte us e. This- passed

the Assembly on May 25tb, and re.

ceived the assent cf the Legisiative

Conncit on the 261.
The Canadian Post Office was trans.

fered te the Provincial Government
by the Imperial Authorities on .&pril
6th 1851, andlétamps cf the values cf
8 pence, 6 pence and 1 shilling bav-
ing in the meantime been di8tributed

te peStMaSters3*.
The rates for letter postage was 8d1

fer lotters neot exceeding half ounce

iu weight, more than haif oune but
met over ene ounce 6d1, eue and oee

haif ounce Od, and two ounces one
shilling. -. The:rates.to U. S.- .wag 6d,
o r 9d if te Califoinia or Oregon.

The first lot of stamps were pro.

oured from Rawden, 'Wright, Hsftohl

& Co. of New, York, snd conaisted of:

250 000 8<a Stampg

100 400 6<1 starnps

51 000 12a1 Staxupe

In 1854 -the Postmaster.General

recommended the iusuing of the 71<1

and 10d1 in erder to correspond with

the changes lui the paoket Jetter

charges.
The 10d was issued firat,'tlaen the

1.2<1 ana 71d, the 12cd having been

withdrawn.
Many thiuk that the twelve pence

was espeoially intended for letters te

the United Kingdom is not posible,

as the rate to those countries was

1/2 sterling, or equal to 1/4 iu Canad-

ian cnrrenoy, sud tbat rate could mot

bave been made up b7 this atamp. It

was intended forhbeavy Provincial and

United States làtters. The writer

bimself bas often corne acroa letters

sent in Canada before, starups came

inte use ;where tbey were marked

"1Paid 12d",' Swit was more intended
for home than abroad.

The following peui
issued--
-VALUE jNO.. PlDi j

6d 4-20 478<t

roci 17$ 20CJ
12dci.. 51000-

Tot. !7 750 7781

ce starnps-were

ÈO. I5UECD'
FOR >USE

3 3.89 96o
j 529'700-

402 900

82 4,0
.14l000

7564480


