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IIISTORY OF TIIE WAR OF 1812.

This battalion has only been organized a
few months, and, much to the credit of cap-
tain Robinson, of the king's regiment, (pro-

vincial lientenant-colonel), has attained a
highly respectable degree of diseipline.
In the reiterated and determined attacks

that remained to dispute with us the ficld of|
battle.  IThe major, as hag been already stated,’
had heen ordered by general Scott, at the com-
mencement of the action, to take ground to his
right. He had succeeded in turning the enemy’s
loft flank,—had captured (by a detachment
under captain Ketchum) general Riall, and
sundry other officers, and shewed himself again
to his own army, in a blaze of fire, which
defeated or destroyed a very superior force of
the enemy. Mo was ordered to form on the
right of the 2nd regiment. Theenemy rallying
his forces, and as is believed, having received
reinforcements, now attempted todrive us from
our position, and regain his artillery. Our
line was unshaken, and the enemy repulsed.
Two other attempts, having the same object,
had the same issue. General Scott was again
engaged in repelling the former of these; and
the last I saw of hiin on the field of battle, he
was near the head of his column, and giving to
its march a divection that would have placed
him on the enemy’s right. It was with great
picaswre Isaw the good order and intrepidity of
general Porter’s volunteers from the moment of
their arrival, but during the last charge of the
cnemy those qualities were conspicuous.

On the general’s arrival at the Falls, he
learned that the enemy was in force directly in
his front, & narrow picce of wood alone inter-
cepting his view of them. Whaiting only to give
this information, he advanced upon them. By
the time assistant-adjutant-general Jones had
delivered this message, the action began, and
before the remaining part of the division had
crossed the Chippewa, it had become close
and -gencral between the advanced corps.
Though general Ripley with the 2nd brigade,
major flindman with the corps of artillery, and
general Porter, at the head of hiscommand, had
respectively pressed forward with ardor, it was
not less than un hour before they were hrought to
sustain gencral Scott, during which time his
command most skillfully and gallantiy main-
tained the conflict.  Upon my arrival I found
that the general had passed the wood, and
cngaged the encmy on the Queenstown road,
and on the ground to the left of it, with the
9th, 11th and 2Ind regiments, and Towson's
artitlery.

The 25th had been thrown to the right to be
governed Dby circumstances.  Apprehending
that these corps were much exhausted, and
Iuowing that they had suffered severely, I
determined to' interpose & new line with the
slvancing troops, and thus disengage general
Scott, and hold his brigade in reserve. Orders
were accordingly given to General Ripley.
The cnemy’s artillery at this moment occupied

8 hill which gave him great advantages, aud,

yas the key of the whole position. It was

supported by a line of infantry.  To secure the!

victory, it was necessary 1o carry this artillery,
and seize the height. This duty was assigned
to colonel Miller, while, to favor its execution,
the Ist regiment, under the corvmand of' coo-
nel Nicholas, was directed to menace and
amuse the infantry. To my great mortifice-
tion, this regiment, after a discharge or two,
gave way, aud retreated some distance before jt
could be rallied, though it is believed the ofti-
cers of the regiment exerted themsclves to
shorten the distance.

Stimulated by the examples set them by their

gallunt leader, by Mujor Wood, of the Pennsyl-
vania corps, by Colonel Dobbin, of New York.
and by their officers generally, they precipitated
themselves upon the cnemy’s line, and mzade ¢ll
the prisoners which were taken at this point of
the action.
. Having been for some time wounded, and
heing a goud deal exhausted by loss of blood, it
becune my wish to devolve the command en
General Scott, and vetire firom the field: but on
inquiry, 1 had the misfortune to learn that ke
was disabled by wounds; I therefore kept my
post, and had the satisiuction to see the enemy's
last cffort repulsed. I now consigned the com-
mand to General Ripley.

While retiving from the ficld, T saw and felt
that the victory was complete on our part, it
proper measures were promptly adopted to
secure it. The exhaustion of the men was,
however, such as made some refreshment
necessary. They particularly required water.
1 was myself extremely sensible of the want of
this necessary article. I therefore believed it
proper that general Ripley and the troop~
should veturn to camp, after bringing off the
dead, the wounded, and the artillery; and in
this I saw no difficulty, 23 the cnemy hed en-
tirely ceased to uct. Within an houv after my
arrival in canp, I was informed that generst
Ripley had retuvned without mymoyance and in
good order. Inow sent for him. and, after
giving him my reasons for the measure I wes
about to adopt, ordered him to put the troops
into the best possible condition ; to give then
the necessary refreshment; to take with him
the piquets and camp guard, and every other
description of force, to put himself on the field
of battle as the day dawned, and therc to mect
and beat the enciuy if he again appeaved. To
this order he made no_objection, and I relied
upon its exccution. It was not executed. I
feel most sensibly how inadequate are my pow-
ers in speaking of the troops, to do justice
cither to their merits or to my own sense of
them. Under abler direction, they might have
done more aud better.

From the preceding detail, you have now evi-
dence of the distinguished gallantry of Generals
Scott and Porter, of Colonel Miller, and Majr
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