the familiar couches, and books, and
vasen, the colomel’s arm-chajr, Mrs. Ran-
dolph’s werk-table, Lousey’s rocking-
horse,and Mona’s open piano—gaw them,
s it were, in a drpdm. He answered the
colonel’s cordial gréeting, and spoka to
Mrs. Randolph mechanically. Then he
sat down—a little back from the glowing
fire, and outside the circle of light cast
by a shaded lamp—and waited. Mona

. wasnpt-there; but he kuew her habits,

and felt sure that she would come in be-
ore long.

(To be contiuued.)
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Corporation Matters.

The Corporation ‘of St John City has
to deal with important franchises and
grave responsibilities. It has, in the
first place, a large interest in real estate,
which is sadly unproductive and which

_ it has done nothing to improve. It has

. the control of lirge revenites derived
from the commereial intetests, as from
shipping, tradeérs, etc. These may be so
raised that they may either rétard or
increase the commerce of the port, ac-
cording as folly or wisdom directs our
civic rulers. Again, the income derived
from diréct taxation is simply enorm-
ous ;—this may be so levied as eitheér to
retain population within the City limits,
thereby increasing the value of property
and swelling the sales of our stores and
shops -and manufactured goods, or drive
our citizens to the suburban parishes,
such as Portland, Simonds and Lan-
caster, with corresponding unsatisfac-
tory results to landlords and shop-keep-
-ers. We say: nothing of the moral or
sentimental features of the casc, such as
might be suggested by Yhe sight of in-
competent men in office and general
mjsmanagement, or the revorse.

_ In the few points we- have indicated,
which might, howevet, be indefinitely
extended, there is.ample food for reflec-
tion.. Theyshow at unce the importance
of good government; and suggest the in-
evitable consequences of mis-govern-
ment, such as loss of prestige, of credit,
and of wealth to our City.

Does anybody suppose that our City is
now well governed ? -Is the right man in
all cases in the right place? s the Coun-
oi's Harbor Coy.miltee jfor instance,
composed of gentlemen who appreciate
tle importance of their trust? Ddthey
‘understand the interests they are egt pect-
ed to prq_treql{, or do they even desire
to understand them ?

-Take the Council’s agtion in regard to
Water Supply. The Water Commis-
sioners lia_vg'be'eri waiting for ‘months to
know what the Council proposes to do
in- reference to the additional werks

authorized.. A more certain and ample |

supply of water is imperatively and im-
mediately needed; the neécessary legis-
lation was obtaiwed nearly a year ago;
the Commissiomers advertised for ten-
ders ; the Countil required them to give
the Pipe contract to a certain party; the
Commissioners expressed their readi-
ness to do 80 ; in the meantime iron went
up in price; the matter was again ta-’
ken wup by the Couneil, and was * re-
ferred ;”’ and at this game of * hide and
seek’’ the Corporation and the Commis-
sioners between .them have wasted the
best part of a year, the material is now
more cosily by thousands of dollars, and
the City remains exposed to a water
famine and to disaster similar to that
which overwhelmed Chicago !

Take another case—the ‘‘Dorchester
Street job.” To give somebody a.con-
tract, a job was cut out—the extension
of Dorchester street from the head of
* break neck hill” to the Railway Sta-
tion. A'new entrancs to the City at this
point was not called for. The new piece
of work is within a stone’s throw ofasim-
ilar thoroughfare, Garden street. When
finished it will be a steep grade. As
soon as the Press ventilated thie subject,

. everybody in the Council disowned the
bantling. It was useless—it was too ex-
pensive—it was altogether too bad that
such a job should be perpetrated. But

‘ the work went on; thousands of dollars
have been éxpended on it—that is,
thousands have been squandered. Sew-
erage may be sadly needed at some

- points,—water ‘at others,—streets and

‘sidéwalks; none at all or out of repair,
in ptj;e’r, places,—and people lying in

" gaol thfoiigh inability to pay the the civic
taxés;'qut thepayments for the Dorches-

ter Street job:go on, - and the end is not

reached by Kalf, .

Such facts as these—~and we might fill
columns with similar statements—na-
turally lead to the question, whether the
influentisl ¢lasses in this city have not
maintained an indifference to civic af-
fairs about long enough? Perhaps be-
fore weé have concluded our analysis of
Corporation mansgément ‘they may
agree with us that the time has arrived
for them 10 be up and deing.

‘A Wew Press Contributor.

‘We-bave the pleasuro, this evening, of
introducing: to the newspaper reading
public & new contmbutor in the per-
-gon of - Perry P. Tettic, Ph. D., who,
we understand, has not heretofore delight-
ed the good people of this City with his
literary efforts. Having accidentally made

tbe . acquaintance of this accomplished
ditopyieee wa bave nvesaed him into the

Damy TrisuNe service. As, however,
Perry P. declines to deal with certain
subjects in the manner proposed to him
by the Editor, we must disclaim all re-
sponsibility for ‘his utterances, whichy
nevertheless, are highly original, and will,
we doubt not, prove vastly entertaining.
In justice to the new coutributor, hewever,
we cannot do less than here insert his own
defence of the erratic but, doubtless,
brilliant, style which he proposcs to adopt,
and thus permit him to introduce himself
to the readers of the DarLy TrIBUNE:—

« My friends in the literary world, may
possibly bo puzazled at seeing the name
Perry P, Tettic in connexion with a daily
paper, for; as the learned are well aware,
my ancestors in the remote ages were
rather talkers than writers, while my
more recent progenitors have, for the most
part, written exclusively for the maga-
gines and reviews. If, however, the pub-
lic read and admire, as of course they do,
the elaburate series of, I think, twenty
articles recently published in an evening
contemporary of this paper, on the ques-
&ion of the day,and the cheering, light
and siry letters of a distinguished Barris-
ter on the Bay Verto Canal and the Fish-
eries, there is at least a chance that it may
read the emanations of my pen.

“Imbued, therefore, with the spirit of
true philantrophy, desiring to minister to
the moral and intellectual wants of my
fellow creatures, 1 have consented to take
an honorary position upon the staff of a
daily paper, and to talk as it were facc to
fiace with the people. But, dear friends,
you must not think that a philosopher
should always be philosophical, or should
even attempt to talk philosophy alone ; the
venerable Esop taught by means of fables,
the Jewish Rabis by parables, and while
the parsons utilize sensational events, the
temperance lecturers turn the horrid ex-
amples to a good account. Nor indeed is
it my present purpuse to lectare, sermon-
ize, or philosophise upon all cvents or in-
cidents to which I may refer, and so finally
the public will please accept this notifica-
tion, here stated-svlemnly and plainly,
that this writer is independent of all
styles of compusition and modes of reason
ing ; that he shakes himsclf utterly free
from all scho.ls and from all combinations
of men, learned and unlearned, attempting
to tramme] the human intellect ; that if,
at times, he desires to sing a song or crack
8 joke, he shall do so without asking ex-
press permission, und that in a single sen-
tence, he is responsible for nothing to
nobody.

‘* And now, Mr. Editor, if you will
kindly procure your devil to hitch up that
off trace and slightly loosen the check
rein of our good Pegasus we shall pro-
ceed.

The opening paper of the new contribu-

- to¥’s series, appears in this issue. It isa

vivid deseription of *‘the Night betore the
Great Boat Race.”

_ An Important Movement.

A movement is being inaugurated,
which, we believe, will soun become
generaly having for its object the abolition
of tolls on the St. John Suspension Bridge.

It is claimed by the promoters that
the means 0f communication betwecn the
two sides of the harbor, —two  parts of
a common city, —should be made as free
s possible from special taxes; that the
Corporation has placed 1 the hands of a
Railway, not merely the Forry now ex-
isting, but all Ferries that may be required

and established, during the noxt twenty-

one years ; that the tolls now levied are
excessive,with small prospeet of ahatement;
and that, to meet the difficalty, the only
other mode of reaching Carleton and Lan-
caster should be utilized as fully as pos-
sible. 1t is further claimed that this
Suspension Bridge is the only toll bridge
in the Province ; that in other localities,
where expensive structures for crossing
rivers were needed, the Provincial Trea-
sury supplied them,—as for instance, the
free bridge across the Petitcodiac at
Monecton, which will cost the Province in
all pertaps $50,000, and the crossing of
the Miramichi by a steam ferry, towards
which the Province has paid an annual sum
of $1,000, and other cases in point that
might be named. The equity of requiring
the people of St. John, King’s, Queen’s,
and Charlotte Counties to pay for crossing
a river, over which a bridge should have
been built and maintained by the Province
long ago. cannot be established, and we
have no doubt that the interested inhabi-
tants of those Counties will make their
wishes known to the Government.

1t is proposed, we understand,to petition
the Government to purchase the Bridge
from the Company and declare it a free
bridge, subject, of course, to such restric-
tions as will ensure its satisfactory main-
tenance. We presume the matter will
not be pressed without the Company’s
concurrence, as private rights should be
carefully considered. The public good,
however, requires that the Bridge be
turned over to the Province, and the Com-
pany, we trast, will be enabled.to perceive
that their and the public intercsts may be
mado to harmonize. We are satisfied that
every section of the City and Countv, and
nine-tenths of the inhabitants, will unite
in pressing the subject energetically upon
the local members, who are expected to
move the Government. The residents of
other Counties will, no doubt, bring the
matter under the notice of their own mem-
bers, and co-operate with St. Jobn in
urging immediate action on the powers
that be.

Wood Wanted !

The second * cold snap’’ of the season
finds the poor of our city scantily provi-
ded with wood or coal, and these neces-
sary articles very scarce, and hold at
famine prices. While cordwood is
procuted with so much difficulty—in
fact, can not be obtained at any price,—
jn the City, there is a fair supply
at the Stations on the line of Railway,
in King's County. It is stated that a
number of cars have been loaded for
some time past at some Stations, but
satisfactory arrangements could not be
made for moving them, the demands ‘on

the road for other country produce being

excessive. The Dominion Government,
with all its resources, certainly ought to
be able to supply a sufficient number of
locomotives to move the freight offering,

It was hoped before Western Extension
was opened that by its means an addi-
fional supply of cordwood would be
available for City use, and the farmers
along the line were anticipaling profit-
able employment in cutting wood for
thi§ tharket.  From'sonie@ cause or other,
these expectations have not yet been ful-
tilled ; and for the winter’s supply. the
City remains dependent on the Eastern
line, greatly to the pecuniary loss of
citizens generally.

While on this subject, we wotld urge
on men of enterprise the establishing of
one or more woodyards at favoralle
points in the City,—say at Lower Cave,
the Hay Market, and some central posi-
tion not far from King’s Square, Wood
might be purchased in large quantities.
when cheap, sawed in various lengths by
steain power, and stored for use when
the consumption is the heaviest. Be-
sides securing the City against the re¢urs.
rence of wood famines, the saving in ex-
penge to the ordinary consumer, (who
is now obliged to pay several times the
value of the labor performed in * haul<
ing, carrying, sawing, splitting, piling,”’
etc.,) would be very great. It is estimat-
od that when the time lost in purchasing
wood, hiring sawyers, and otherwise
securing its ** manufacture,” isconsiders
ed, in addition to the actual outlay, u
oord of the precious stuff in these days
costs-$13 or $14. ‘A large proportion of
this imposition might be saved by the
employmen’ of a little capital and enter-
prise in wood yards where the * manu-
facture’”” of the article of stove wood
would be introduced as a leading feature.

Raraer Sevire.—Our monthly contem
porary, the Temperance Journal, published
in this ¢ity, is unnecessarily severe in some
of its strictures. In an article, which
shows a proper appreciation of the
lahors of the Rev. George M. Armstrong,
Bishop Sweeney, and the Rev. Mr. Con-
nolly (R. O. Priest). in bebalf of Tempe-
rance, it goes on to say : —

We have mueh pleasure in testifying to
the assistancegiven in this work by our
Roman Catholic fellow-citizens, and wish
we could truthfully say as. much of the
various Protestant dénominations. For
years the Methodist and Baptist clergy- |
men,s}ationed in this City, were most
active in the temperance cause, but of late
the_clergymen of those churches have not
been able to show any fruits from their
labors in this field. . We fear, however, it
is because they have ceased to labor at-all
It is almost impossible to secure the at-
tendance of one of them at a public tempe-

rance meeting, either as a spéaker or;

hearer. L

These statements are based, no doubt,
on a misconception of the character of the
labors of ‘* Methodist and Baptist clergy
men.” It is well known that these
Ministers constantly inculcate Temperance
prineiples in their people’; that, ‘without
exception, they are thorough-going Tem-
perance men ; and that the mémbers of
their churches are invariably total ab-
stainers. That hard working pastors; such
as these Ministers are knows to be, and
whose time is fully occupied with the cares
of growing congregations, ‘should not al-
ways be at leisure to address Temperance
meetings when advertised, may readily be
believed. But the circumstance does not
militate againss their usefulnessynor should

it be employed to impeach their._standing
and value us Temperance advocates.

'I'he United States Minister to England
has just relieved himself from an embar-
rassing position, The earoest protésts of
the Press have been all powerful in this
instance :—

** The Washington correspondent of the
Boston - Post telcgraphs that the State De-
partment has received a communication
{rom Gen. Schenck, Minister to England,
relative to his connection with the Emma
Mine.  He explains the exact nature of
his interest in conneetion with the com-
pany, and admitting the impropriety of a
Minister Plenipotentiary embarkidg in

commercial adventures in the country to}

which he is accredited, states that he has
dissolved connection with the mining com-
pany, and so will contiruc disconnected
therewith whilst he remains in his posi-
tion as Minister. The State Department
approves of this action, for it is argued
that whether or not the embarkation in
commercial pursuits on the part of a Min-
ister Plenipotontiary be lorbidden by any
rule of diplomacy, yet inferentinlly it is
inconsistent with the position which that
official kolds.”

Haxke Fisamne iy Tne KeNNEBECAsIS is'a
favorite pastime in the winter season. The
fishery is itself peculiar to this locality.
We know of no other part of the Dominion
where Hake and Codfish are caught in the
winter season, and in a river at a consider-
able distance inland. It is anexhilirating
sport in more senses than one. The excite-
ment of hauling up through the iee fish
weighing four to six ponnds every minute
for an hour at a time, is very agreeable;
and then, when ** business'’ bappens to be

slack great pleasure is experienced in sti- |

mulating the blood’s circulation by sundry
methods best known to thecraft. Although
Thursday was an excessively cold day, two
thorough going sportsmen, one of them
verging on eighty years of age, out of two
holes in the ice, drcw 46 hake, 4 codfish
and 7 or 8eels, in the space of about four
hours, with a single line for each fisher-
man. ~ About 220 lbs of fish thus rewarded’
their efforts.

Tue New SUPERINTENDENT OF THE MAINE
CentraL.—We are enabled to state that
J. M. Lunt, Esq., the present Superinten-
dent of the E. & N. A. Railway, has ac~
cepted the uppointment as Snperintendent
of the Maine Central Railroad; rocently
tendered him by unanimous vote of the
Directors of that Company aund will enter
upon the active management of the road
on the first day of January next. Mr.
Lunt came here from the West with an
established reputatlon for ability, and his
conduct of ths affuirs of the European
Road has amply confirmed the good opin-
ions which preceded him. We unaer-
stand that in, assuming charge of the Maine
Central, - Superintendent Lunt will be
vested with tu!l powers, and we are justi-
fied in gnticipating increased efficiency io
the adoptiont of an organization directed
by one central authority. = We shall regret
tof lose Mr. Lunt, even temporarily, as a
citizen, and although he will make Aua
gusta his headquarters for a time, we hope
that the advautages ot operating the Road
from this end of the line may induce his
permanent* location in this city.—Bangor
Wi.eg and Couricr.,

| that, cheerful
ecesiéary to describe the personnel of &

THE NIGHT BEFORE THE BOAT
RACE !

—
BEING ONE OF A SERIES OF NARRATIVES AND
OPINIONS OF PERRY ». TETTIC, gl. D.

‘When an’ event occurs of any extra-
ordinary moment, affording unusual and
general interédt to the public, it is seldom
that we trouble ourselves with accompany-

.ing incidents, which, by themselves, at

less  excitable periods, would largely
dttract our attention. Thede remarks

Lanight. be .specially applied to the great

boat race which took place on_the Kenne-
beccasis River, in August last, and mite_d
the interest, not only of sporting circles,
bt also of at least two great péoples on
either side of the Atlantic. And-yet, en-
tirely outside of the main feature of at-
tenction at that time, there were hundreds
of little incidents all crented by, but dis-
connected with, the race; there were
thousands of strangers, who, by different,
phases of wickedness, by varied know-
ledge, by sharpuess, by greenness, or by
peculiar eccentricity, could not fail to
attract the attention of an intelligent ob-
server under ordinary circumstances
Then our good and our bad :twnsfolk
themselves, leaving their divers busi-
nesses, their daily routine of duties, their
cheery homes, or their uninvitidg lairs,
trooped about the strcets of out on the
dusty highways, riverwards, all absorbed
in’~ the great, the all-absorbing topic.
Looking back upon that period, in all the
coblness of a December day, I cannot help
thinking that we were all a little too
much carried away by excitement, and
that had we but listened to the voice of
reason, the cry of wisdom in the streets,
wé would not have quarrelled with our
neighbors over the respective muscles of
eight brawny men, nor made ourselves
hoarse in disputations upon sporting mat
ters we did not understand, nor sunk the
méney we needed in our business in such
4 shaky speculation as a boat raco. But

these things are past now, and, doubtless,

we all learned a fow lessons during thei
occurrence ; but still, while no one more
highly prizes physical culture than myself,
1:trust the mext large excitement in St.
Jékin may be more intgllectual and more
aesthetical than the last.

From this moralising digression I turn,
with a mized

FPELING OF AMUSEMENT AND HORROR,
to my own particular experience duaring a
portion of this perid, when emotional
génsations were approaching the grand and
tragic climaz. I scarcely know what it
was that induced me, firstly, to visit all
the gambling hells and' drinking shops in
town ; and sceondly, to ‘walk, by myseif,
at the dead.of night.to Torryburn on the
eve of the race ; and, as self analysis is not
fnékéesting to third pcr-ons, I shall not

‘inflict my introspections upon an innocent

publié,” but’ merely say that I did pay
these pleasnut little visits. and did have
: ramble. It is scarcely

gambling saloon, ‘for “gamblers are m\.xch’
the same all the world over, only varying

coording to their rank or sotial pou'tﬁon,'
‘butsk-think this evening the predominant
‘chatacters were ol the type you usually

meet about the dens in the seven dials in
London, the five points_in New York and
in those quarters of Paris, which, 1 trust
fow ~travellers have visited. 1 may re-
mark, however, that your Yankee shar-
per.wears a paper collar and a dickey ,while
his foreign fellow-laborer is, as a rule,
innocent of linen or white raimant of any
sort. On this oceasion I saw the harm-
less domino tnrned into an instrument for

chenting, and marked the mystery of the

recently imported, but long known, Three
Card Monte; and while 1 watched the
attacks made by knowing ones on gentle-
men from the country, I notlced that at
last some young men, not from the country,
were not always enabled by their peculiar
kpowledge to protect their purses, In a2
word then, I
PID THE TOWN COMPLETELY,

and saw much to disgust and bat little
to amuse ; there were more people about
the streets than usual, there were more
people in the taverns, and there was
more noise than on ordinary occasions ;
while not unfrequently one would come
upon a stranger with the unmistakable
appearance of a spurting man of the high-
er order, a gambler guided by the rgid
ethics of the turf, and 1 may say the wave ;
or npon some well known citizen, perhaps
the father of a family, carried away by the
occasion, and the worse for grog; but.
with these exceptions, there was litcle to
mark a difference between this and the eve
of any public holiday. And so itcame to
pass that I gained little or nothing by my
evening's meander but a maguoificent

"appetite, which I brought to bear at about
" midnight.upon an excellentsteak and a bot-

tle of stout ina small chop-house, ogcupied
by some highly respectable but very horsey
individuals, who talked of little else but the
dext day's prospeets at tho Trotting Park -
[ do not know how long the celebrated
+¢ Robbin Tobobbin”’ took to digest his
marvellous meal; bui in my case 1 deemed
it prudent to spend an hour in as careful
meditation as possible, and to consume a
fair proportion of our best Dominion
manufactured tobacco before
TAKING TO THE ROAD.

Please do not misapprehend the last ex
pression, and do not imagine that my garb
was that of a highwayman or my intenti-
ons Dick 'L'urpinish, for, on the contrary,
my sombre garments buttoned tightly to
to the throat would have rather suggested
the presence of a consumptive colporteur.
while my slouched hat might have conveyed
to the mind of a beholder the idea that an
artist or an uctor stood before him. Thus
accoutred, | wended my way down Water-
loo Street and stood on the Marsh bridge
at midnight, where the surging waters
carry dead kittens down to :the sea,
and gazing eastward saw my way across the
Marsh-—¢¢ The Marsh” or ¢* The Mash,’’ so
called by my friend Michuel McCraskery,
one of our new J. P’s by the way, and by
others, where ** the pet of the fancy”’ *‘de-
lights to collect the olympic dust’ on the
whaels of his sulkey, behind a fast stepper;
where young bloods wind tired horses, and
drown the last remnant of their own ani-
mal spirits in gallons of fiery liquids;
where, when the last hot headed revellor

‘.as galloped home his jaded steed, and the

day breaks over the hills, the farmer’s wag-
gons, in an almgst endless caravan, rattle
across the hard rough road. 1 am not
aware, however, that any one has recorded
his experience of the:road in the interval
to whigh I have last referred, and really on
this occasion, there was so much to remind
one of old Bunyan’s discription of the dis-
mal valley that I think I may be justified
in relating all 1 sawand heard. Justas I
reached the bridge I heard bebind mea
long, low cat-call, and turning my head
noticed & tall figure gliding behind a house;
and tuis little incident induced me to jump
over & fence near the one mile house and
wait events. This precaution was perhaps
not unwise, for soon there'¢came along, at
& rathier arieven‘puce, a. party of three, two
of whom were engaged in 8 low earnest

along a little distance behind, flourishing
a bit of a stick, and muttering to himself.
I allowed these gentlemen to keep a good
distance nhead, but was before the end of
the journey somewhat embarrassed by other
little parties following in my wake, rather
wanting in companionable qualities, and
-was forced to the fence jumping expedicnt
more than once. Among ¢ the pleasing in-
cidents of travel’? between the one and the
three mile Hoases, I may mention passing
two men lying déad drunk in the ditch,
and one, who snored like a steam engine,
stretched across the road, while two bump-
tious gentlemen fought about nothing in &
field, and one ingnisitive gentleman turned
into the highway from a side lane and fol-
lowed me up sufficiently closely to observe
my decidedly seedy appearance. 1t may
be remarked, moreover, that a heavy grey
mist overspread the whole marsh, that no
light was to be seen, and that there was
nothing to relieve the horrible stilloess ex"
cept those occasional but mnot cheerful
sounds, and the dall rattle of the early
earts just leaving town ever rumbling but
apparently never progressing. Oneof these
carts, carrying the proprietors and stores
of a wayside booth, finally did pass me bey-
ond the three mile house, but in a traly
hearse like manner, the occupanisnot even
deigning a response to a passing greeting.
Nothing occurred from this point till the
railway hridge, about a milé beyond, was
reached, and here what seemed for the mo-
ment
THE GENUINE OLD APOLYON

straddled across the way. He was a tall,
thin man, with a tall beaver with no visi
ble shirt or collar,and seemed to be dressed
in black; and as he swaggered out from the
dark shadow of the bridge, I observed that
his swarthy face was smeared with red and
consequently fresh blood. - My heart fairly
gave a jump, at the sight of this being,and
it'is not unlikely there was a tremor in my
+ good night’as I pressed on my way;
but he would not let me pass thus; and

 turning addressed me : * I don’t know and

I don’t care who in the devil’s name you
are; I never saw you before, and 1t’s not
like 1 shalt ever see you again; but 1 tell
you this, that there are two of the d——dst
rascals on the other sido of the bridge, and
1've just got off from them with my life,
80 look out'”’ This certainly was far from
cheering news, but I answered as cheerily
as possible that 1 had a good shilalll; and
it there were only two L {nought I would
face them; so I parted from this gaunt
figure who told me that he was » St. John
man, and charitably and elegantly intima-
ted his intention of going to town in search
of & party of St. John lads whowould come
out and *“ lick thc livers’’ out of bis assail-
aots, who, you may be assurcd, were
avoided,and it may be added were not met,
by me. .

AT THE-TORRYBURN HOUSE,

close by the course, there were three dis-
tinct parties,—one listening to a tipsy
orator in the barn, a secoud trying to pro-
cure an entrance into the bar, and a third
shivering and grumbling round the station,
1t was now just before daybreak, and party
after party came along the railway track,
or up the pust road, all shrieking,or whist-
ling, or roaring out ribald songs and vaths

Isat down by myself bebind a clamp of
trees, and lighting my pipe, listened to
those sounds, and, as I sat,a little grey
sparrow sang about a dozen notes, and
then wassilent ; poor wee bit birdie, there
was noise enough without his innocent,
weak effort. With the early dawn came
thousands of tramps and hundreds of
carts, while the crowd poured in from the
early trains, and soon the sound of voices
woke the echoes of the hills on every side,
and almost seemed to scare away the
clouds of dawn. I shall never, as long as
I live, forget that morning scene, doubly
impressed upon my mind by subsequent
events, The dark dull hills across the
river, the lights at the buoys and on board
the stcamers, and the fires kindled on the
shore by the crowds of shivering vaga-
bonds, whose dark outlines stood out dis-
tinct as fir trees in a field of snow beneath
the moon, struggled awhile with the pale
yellow morning, ‘and paled before the
rising sun, which, calm, and bright, and
strong, brought out in bold relicf the
marked beauties of the river scene, and
showed to each other the thousands of cu-
rious mortals who came to sec a fellow
mortal die. In bringing this sketch to a
conclusion, I feel somewhat as though I
have written what is scarcely worth the
reading, bat to me the remembrance of
that night on the Marsh Road brings a
shivering feeling, suggestive of terror,
and yet possessing a large share of fasei-
nation. Yet while I enjoy the society of
my friends the more, I do not think I shall
over again, especially on the eve of a boat
race, tuke a solitary midnight ramble over
that dawmp, dead level, shut off from the
light of moon and stars by impenetrable
mist, among uncongenial, unsympathiz-
ing, or scmi-brutalized mortals, worse, far
worse, to meet upon the way than legions
of disturbed spirits of the other world.

—_————————

Tue Corpwoop Question.—It is stated
to us that the cause of delay in receiving
cordwood from Stations on the Government
Railway is less the lault of the road itseli,
than an extraordinary scarcity of the arti-
cle in the vicinity of the Stations. The
statements in our Editorial came from par
ties who claim to be fully informed, but be-
fore another issue we shall cnquire fully
into the facts and report to our readers.

Meantime, the wood famine continues.

conversation, whi'e the third swaggered-

PrrsoNaL.—Judge Allen was in town
this morning. <

AsseusLigs.—The series of Quadrille
Assemblies to be held at Sussex this winter
is to be insugurated to-night. A Militia
Volunteer Ball is to be given in the same
place on next Thursday evening.

MusicaL.—A merchant in proceeding to-
wards the Post Office last evenlng, noticed
a newsboy more intent on playing a jew’s
harp than selling is papers—the weather
heing about five below zero. - He concluded
that boy must be passionately fond of
masic. by 3

Tae Eigcrion PeritioN.—As the Kay-
Hanington case now stands, it is quite
probable that Mr. Hanington, in any event,
will sit in the Ilouse of Assembly during
the coming session.

Pusuic Reapings AT Famviiie.—Mr.
McWilliams, & clever pablic rcader from
Fredericton, will make his first appear-
ance before a St. John audience, at Fair-
ville, this evening.

Tae Chairman of the Relief Committee
of the ¥. M. C.: A. acknowledges the re-
ceipt-of twenty dollars as a Christmas-box
to the poor, from Messrs. Jardine & Co.

IN THE City PoLios Court fo-day,
Hugh Looney, aged 60, Ireland, found
drunk in the Country Market, was fined
$6, and John Nevin, who went to the
Station for protection, was let go.

OUR TYFOS yesterday made the Bank
of British North America declare a divi-
dend’ of siz per cent., instead of etght.
The error ran through a portion of the
edition only. The Bank appears to be
in a flourishing condition..

Fire in FrepericroNn.—Samuel Owen’s
Cottage, St. John Street, caught fire on the
roof about half-past eight oclock, Wednes-
day evening. The Engines were promptly
on hand and succeeded in extinguishing
the fire before much damage was done.
The building is insured at Mr. Marshall'’s
Agency.

Cavcar By THE IcE.—The cold weather
which set in so suddenly last month,
brought with it considerable loss to persons
engaged in lumbering, milling and steam
boating. Logs and other property were
frozen up in all directions, and cannot be
used until spring. Mr. Jewett, with com-
mendable energy, cut out a passage for
two or three vessels which were frozen in
at his mills.

A “Harp” RaiL delayed the trains
yesterday, pretty generally. Though there
was not & large quantity of loose snow on
the ground, it was very fair and bright
and drifted on the iron, and caused the
driving wheels of the locomotives to slip
when ascending grades. The Shediac train
did not reach St, John until after ten
o’clock last night, and the train from the
West did not arrive until 8 this morning.

Fiest Nuuser.—Alhough there was a
necessary delay of an hour or two in gel-
ting our first number to press, the sales
fally realized our highest expectations.
Nearly two thousand ypies were disposed
of in three hours. We have retained one
hundred copies for parties who may require
the opening number; these will be held
for such as may apply within a week, after
which we will not be in a positfon to sup-
ply them,

1t 18 anusING to watch the expedients to
which passengers resort to secure the
transportation of freight as personal bag-
gage on railways and steamboats. This
morning at the Government Railway Sta-
tion, two gentlemen of Pencbsquis made
a special effort to pass off as baggage a
huge box—appazeatly built for carrying
poultry,—say 8x4x4 ft ; but the polite bag-
gage clerk informed them that while he
was prepared to receive personal effects, he
could not accept & small sized ship!

DestrucTivE FIRE.—Between 11 and 12
o’clock this morning a fire broke out in
one of the bedrooms in the rear of the
upper story of Miss Ferguson’s boarding
house, on Germain street. Before the
water could be brought to bear on the
building, the flames had made considerable
headway.- A number of the boarders
saved their trunks, others lost all they
possessed. A considerable portion of Miss
Ferguson’s furniture was destroyed, The
stock of Miss Sharp, who keeps a millinery
establishment on the lower flat, was a lit-
tle damaged by water, but was saved from
complete destruction by being covered
with rabber cloths. Her stock is insured
in the Liverpool, London and Globe, W.
M. Jarvis, Esq., for $4,000. The liquor
store of Mr. O'Brien, which is in the
lower flat of the same building, was very
little injured. No insurance on the stoek.
Miss Ferguson has no insurance on her
farniture.

About an hour after the fire broke out,
it was found to have communicated with
the roof of the St. James Hotel, the upper
story of which was completely destroyed.
The furniture and effects in this building
were all saved, with the amonnt of destruc-
tion usual on surh oceasions. The pro-
prietors of the hotel, Mr. Wetchendahl,
had no insurance. Dr. Griffiths, dentist,
who oocupied one shop in the lower flat,
saved his furniture ; he was not insured.
In the other shop, occupied us a bar-room,
the eflects werc saved ; no insurance on
stock, The buildiags are owned hy Geo.
V. Nowlin, Esq., and are insuted in the
North British, Henry Jack, Esq., agent,
for (street ramor says) $8,000.

FIRE AT PENOBSQUIS,—On Wednesday
the residence of Captain Jacob Hall, at
Penobsquis, was burned to the ground,
the family losing most of their furniture
and being left in a very destitute condi-
tion. There was noinsurance. The fire
originated ina defective chimney. Much
syinpathy is manifested for Captain Hall
and family in the locality,

2~ Delivery of THE DAILY TRIBUNE
to subscribers will commence on 1st
January.

22~ There were no transactions in the
Portland Police Court to-day.

7=r-Sleigl i 1g is good, and moonlight
drives popular,

Ir you want large fat oysters that will
do you good, ga to Geo. Sparrow, King

Street. till 97

DEDICATION OF Opp Frrrows HALL
—Last evening and
elegantly furnished new hall belonging
to Pioneer Lodge, No. 9, I, O. O. F., . of
this city, was publicly dedicated accord-
ing to “ancient forms” by M. W. G. M,
R. R. Barnes and the M. W. G, officers
of the G. L.  The room was not crowded,
but very respectably filled Ly the mem-
bers of the Order and their lady ang
gentleman friends, Some tastily ar.
ranged decorations ornamented the hall;
the table containing the incense pot,
oandles, wheat, flowers' and vase of
\water was handsomely laid out, and the
apartiment was most comfortably heated
certainly adesideratum onso cold a nigh;
as last night was, The, musical depart.
mernt was under the direction of Mr, W,
A. Lockhart and Messrs. D, 8, Stewart,

Alex. Rankine, Hall and Chas, Estey °
oomposed the choir. Mr. Hale presided
at the organ. The odes were finely ren-
dered, particularly the one at the open.
ing and the closing hymn.

Atabout8.150’clock, N -G.Geo.Steyarl
Jr., advanced to the principal cha.
clothed in the scarlet regalia ot his office
as chief officer of the Lodge,and opened
the meeting. During the singing of the
first ode, the Grand Master, preceded
by his officers, entered the room and
took their appropriate sests, the N. G.
surrendered his chair and occupied the
one on the left of the G.M., that on the
right being taken by the G. Marshal
Alex: Robertson. At the conclusion of
the singing the Chaplain pronounced a
fitting prayer and the ceremonies began,

The Noble Grand arose ahd in a short
address requested the G. Master to pro-
ceed with the dedication. The exercisbs |
were admirably performed, each mem-
ber doing his utmost with his share of
the work, The Heralds were particular-
1y happy in their proclamations, espe-
cially the Herald of the Sounth in his
offering to LOVE—a sympathetic feel-
ing immediately ran through the entire
auadience at the conclusion of the incense
burning, which was surely only cammed
by the subject of the Herald’s remarks
and not by any nieans by the red fire
which loomed up so startlingly. Messrs,
Edw, Willis, W. K. Reynolds, Jr., &
K. Dimock and Wm:Pugsley were tu.
Heralds. Mr. G.-H. Valpey officiated «
G. Chaplain.

The ceremonies peculiar to a public
dedication being over, an ode was sung
and during its rendition the chair was
vacated by the G. M. and Mr. Stewart
took his place and proceeded to earry
out the arrangements provided by the
committee of dedication. The orator of
the day, John V. Ellis, Esqs P. G., wag
called upon and taking his-stand in the
rear of the organ delivgibd a very neat.
ly toned address, abounding in. glowing!
nd well-rountied periods, and at timesi
eloquentand poetical. The opening por
tion of the oration was a most happy‘
and beautiful piece of composition. A
good many facts relative to the progress
of Odd Fellowship in this eountry, par-.
ticularly of these branches of the Inde-
pendent order, were given, as well as a
concise history of the English brethren
who held their charter from the Manches,
ter Unity.. He spoke at some length of
the efforts made by the pioneers of the
order in America, with Thomas Wildey
at their head, when they held thetr con-
ventions in taverns and went in for &
good time generally., All this was
changed niow and the only beverage ad-
mitted within the walls of the Lodgs
room was water, sparkling in ils natiwn
purity. Some statisties d‘isplayih&‘f.
beneficial effects of the society in pro-
viding for its indigent and unfortunate
brethren, its mode of administering. re-
lief to suffering widows snd orphans
falling in its charge,were happily blend-
ed with the more musical passages refer-
ring to magnificent halls and gorgeous
fittings. Pioneer Lodge though but two
years and some odd months old had itself
done much in relieving the necessities of~
‘some of its members. In the sick chamber-
the benefits of the society were felt and
appreciated. Muach more did P. G. Ellis
say, and his references to the founding of
Pioneer Lodge, its diffieultiesand its trials,
were amusingly made. They had no funds
at first, and the Lodge was happy in its
Treasurer—W. Kennedy, Esq.—when so
much money was required to be paid out,
and so little ¢ very hard cash” coming in.
Mr. Ellis concluded his remarks amid
considerable applause. This address
should certainly be published. It would
do the Order an incalculable amount of
good. @ .

The Hon. Judge of Probates, C. N.
Skinger, was the second and lagt speaker.
the committee wisely restricting tl
‘¢ talking’’ business to hut two or thre
membars. Mr. Skinner advanced to tl
plade ot inspiration, arnd delivered one «
his impressive and soul-stirring addresses
He animadverted on the beauties o
charity, on the gigantic strides the worl
bad taken in its railroads, canals, tcle
graphs, cables, steamboats, &c., &ec., an
he hoped for the day when Oddfellowshi
would not restrict its munificient chariti
and good deeds to its own individua
members, but would take within it
noble grasp poor suffering humanity al
the world over. Mr. Skinner said mue'
more to the same effect, and the audier
listened in wrapped attention. The @
dress was delivered extempore, and t
word painting throughout was admiral
thrown on the phonetic canvas as if b
master of Rhetoric.

Mr. Skinner retired, and the Nol
Grand, on behalf of Pioneer Lod;
thanked the ladies and gentlemen for the
attendgnee at this first public gatheri?
and the members of the Order, with the
guests, and requested the audien
present to unite in singing the paté”
anthem. This being done, the Ch

.

the commeoedious

pronounced a benediction, and the

filed out of the building, pleased wi
jhteresting character of the entainm. .
afforded them, and delighted with the 8}
pearance of the new Hall, whieh is mos
assuredly the finest society room in th
Lower Provinces.

THE FIRE 1IN DR. GILCHRIST'S RESI-
DENOE, Portland, last evening, appears
to have been caused by the defective
foundatton of agrate. Scveral fires have
recently occurred in Portland from simi-
lar.defects. The Insurance offices gught
30 make special enquiry as to the condi-
dition of grates and their supports when

taking policies.




