. st ‘8 k
I'll go. Stand clear, kna
Giod that never again |
..h" ﬁm L

‘in
elp
he

our lot, yes, and my love fi
‘my heart out caused
father’s le toozint ¥

)
i
!

i yourself | C
quivered a httle
made no answer, fi

ing before this Hugh,
slaying in Blythburgh

¢ Al

; gum from now. - Above all, Lo

‘safe return’ I thank God:

" for " he eaw ‘trouble .in Bir Andrew’s face:

Wi Y €eyes
d seem that he
: ,éhau‘fk’mgv‘
know,Lord,

mong oth

ay

point.

ork?”’

id for @
only smile
Urs or S0,
rried, and

at can

: oreover,
_!me:—we‘, ell, a;
1 put up wit

ﬁe,un:t? kind.
dong?™ .
"’ said Nich-
“Give me a

) : for

ly t0 become a
orraw. . Go see

them have our ship prepared  to
-the qminute we appear, which, with
ood fortune, should be within forty-eight

at

: o
has save
that

AR )

said  his|

0
myself. . Aye, and
naught. may eﬂlmfer

“Prayer. to the de
master, looking after: :
his ghoulders. God’s cross! if any one had,

with a shrug of'

gone tha

I)e!%y\mi
i

e das r.!
Only in this second case he found one

more . willing to listen and easier to de-

you, get out my horse! Mother Agnes,

“publish - the King's warrant.

Prepare tomaht.'f o
) ng's Lynn also . Dot 5"

or without them:

priests and | od

stood face ¢ : / ;
*How 'is Eve. and where? Why is she
Dot with, you: I'ather?” be burst out. -
“One question at a time, Son, for whose
] tod, T know not
how sheis, and she is not with me because
she is niot here. She has returned to her
father at Blythburgh” = »
| "'Why?” gasped Hugh, **
keﬂphﬂl‘ safe” <. T !
eace and ‘you shall learn. and as
ortly as he could he told him.
s that all?” asked Hugh doubtfully,

“Not' quite, Serl.. .

you are married to this traitor.”

~“Ah!  But T ha
father holds Kve
to speak with nom L mb t
these wolves—oh! ' God ‘why didst Thou
suffer my wisdom ‘me? - Doubtless
for some good pur —where is my faith?
ust act. Hie! you there,” he
he men at arms, ‘‘go to
de Cressi’s house and bid him meet
he ms <crogs mounted and arm-
. Bons and people! And

~armor, since I have no other
‘We'll go to the Mayor. ' Now,
don my harness, tell ‘'me all that’s
asting no; words!”
other half hour almost had gone by
ore Hugh met his father, two of his
brothers . and some men riding into the
market place.. They greeted in haste but
thankiulness, and something of the tale
wds told as they . passed on to the house
of the Mayor, who as ithey thought, had
already been warned of their coming by
messengers,. . But . here disappointment
awaited them, for .this officer, a man of
wealth and honor; was, as it chanced, ab-
sent on a visit to Norwich, whence it was
said that he would not return for three
full days. i 5
“Now, what. ghall .we do?’ asked S8ir
Andrew, his face falling, = “lt 'is certain
that the burgesses: of Dunwich will’ not
draw sword in an. unknown quarre]l  ex-
cept upon the direct order of their chief,
for, there is no time to collect them and
It “would
seem that we must wait till tomorrow and'

answered: Hugh, “The warrant
is. to me: as‘ well' as' to: the, Mayor. I'll
leave it. with his: clerk, which 4is‘good de-
hiwery, and.away.to Blythburgh Manor on
the instant-with -any who will follow ‘me,
Uome, Dick,, for night'
an.and logt, much time,” ' !
Jdried, to dissuade him, but

igten, for the tear in his

_ heart urged, him forward. So the end of it

was that the whole company of them—
thirteen men in,all, counting’ those that
Master de Cressi brought—rode away

IwM‘,the heathi‘to Blythburgh, though,

the horses of Hugh's party being very
weary, not 8o fast as he could have witzh-i

3 e A !
. dust as the sun sank they mounted the
slope of the further hill, on the crest of
whwh stood: the manor ‘house backed. by

to (God!” said ‘Bir. Andrew, “which shows
that no attack iis feared. I doubt me,!
Son, we shall find Acour Hown.

“*That we shall know presently,” answ-

You swore to

- to her feet

|-answered ' coldly.

denly

: ‘ me,

King’s writ run against John

“answered Hugh, “I.told His

Grace that you were an honest man de-
‘ceived by a knave.”

just married my daughter to this knight
whom you name traitor. and that here 1
‘dg‘fepd' him to the last who is now my

kin,” Begone and seek him elsewhere, oz‘m

stay and die.”” o ;
+ “How  have you married her?’ asked
Hugh'in a hollow voice. “Not of her/ own
will, surely? Rise, Eve, 'and tell the

tthdh oy o ; oy I
Eve stirred. Resting her hands upon!

the altar rails, slowly. she raised herself
~and turned.her white face to-

o &

, Hugh
Oh! where am

IR

They say
“I married, and. in this red robe! Why,

v that ' betokens blood; as blood' there must

be if I am wed:to any man save you,”
and she laughed a dreadful laugh. .

“In the name of Christ,” thundered old
Sir Andrew, “tell ' me, Jokn Clavering,
what means this play? Yonder woman is
no willing wife. She’s. drugged or mad.
Ma;:,' have you doctored your own daugh-
ter?” .

“Doctored my own daughter? I! I!
Were you not a priest I'd tear out your
tongue for those words. She’s married and
of her own will. Else would she have
stood silent at this altar?”’

“1t shall be inquired of later,”. Hugh
“Now yield you, Sir
g)dmund Acour; the King’s business comes

ey : : .

- “Nay,” shouted Clavering, springing for-

ward and drawing bis sword, “in thy house
my business comes first, Acour is my
danghter’s husband and so shall stay till
death or the Pope parts them. Out of
this, Hugh de Cressi, with all your ac-
cursed chapman tribe.”

Hugh walked toward 'Acout, taking no
heed. Then suddenly Sir John lifted his
sword and smote with all his strength.
The blow esught Hugh on the skull' and
down he fe;i, .his mail clattering on the

_stones where he lay still. With a whire

of rage Gray Dick leaped at Clavering,
drawing the archer’s axe he always wore
from his side. But old Sir Andréw caught
and held ‘him in his arms.

5 R a6

————gy

i,

‘ehamber’

i ‘and the tall
a taper in her hand,
; to her and

r?’ she asked in a

5 then, gtill as any

the answer that was
‘down on y'}nur knees

. God, by the skill I

ern . lands, has stayed the
e’s blood and I say that he

i Then he showed her how her father’s
iuhrd _had glanced from the short hood
of ‘chain mail which he had given Hugh,
stunning him but - leaving the skull un-
broken. Biting into the neck below, it had
severed the outer vein only, which he had
‘tied with & thread of silk and burned with
a hot iron, leaving a scar that Hugh bore

. Thien Wehat' g you, ‘the sllaye'_tb it iy El,o:di‘ death, but staunching the flow of |
.8on, in my house? Know that' I have

" “How know you that he will live,”
Eve again, “seeing that he lies like

one that is sped?”’

“I' 'knew it, Daughter. Question me no

ore.  As for his stillness, it is that which

follows a heavy blow, and perhaps may

hold him fast for days, for certainly he

e will live.”

Now Eve uttered a great sigh. Her
breast heaved and color returned to her
ips. 'She knelt down and gave thanks as
the old’ priest-knight had bidden her; then
{Tose, took his band and kissed it.
: 'Yet‘ one more question, Father,”. she
'nxd.  'Tig of myself. That knave drug-
ged me. I drank milk and, save some
;drelms, remember no more, till I  heard
Hugh's voice calling. Now they tell me
that I have stood at the altar with de
[Noyon a;xd that his priest read the mass
| of marriage ‘over us, and—look! A
never noted it until now—there is a ring
upon ' my hand,” and she cast it on the

oor. Tell me, Father, according to the
Church’s law is that man my—my hus-
lba.n_d‘?” i

Sir Andrews’ eloquent 'dark eyes, that
lever shadowed 'forth the thoughts which
_Passed within him, grew very troubled.
i “I cannot tell you,” he answered awk-
|w§rdly, .after thinking awhile. “This
‘pyxes.t N}cholas, though I hold him a foul
vﬂla_m, is. doubtless still a priest clothed
with all the authority of our Lord himself,
_gince the unworthiness of the minister does
Inot mv{ahdg,te the sacrament.” Were it
’,otherwue, indeed, few would be baptized
or wed or shriven, Moreover, ‘although I
suspect that he himself mixed the draught,
yet 'he may not have known that you
were drugged, and you stood silent and.
1"; would appear; ' consenting. The cere-
jmony, alas! was completed; T myself heard
him give the benediction. Your father as-
sisted thereat and gave you to the groom
jin thg Presence of a congregation. The
drugging is a matter of surmise and evi-
dence which ‘may not be forthcoming, since
you are the only witness, and where is the
proof? ‘I 'fear me; Daughter, that accord-
ing to the Church’s law you are de Noyon’s
lawful wife”—=

*The Church’s law,” she broke in, “How

;vill be sick’ for long. Yet fear nothing; |

. s oo gt —

either 'hi.w or in France, whither
he purposed shortly to proceed with all his
host, ‘But the mayor and men of Dunwic),

yhe did not hold free of blame.
I° Th¢ letter added, ~moreover, that th.
i King was advised that Edmund Acour oy
| reaching Normandy had openly thrown ofi
[ His allegiance to the crown of Englang
and there was engaged in raiging forces to
‘make war upon him, Further, that this
Acour alleged himself to be the lawfull.
;married husband of Eve Clavering, th.
f heiress of Sir John Clavenng, a point upou
which His Grace demanded intormation
since if it were true he purposed t
escheat the Olavering lands. With this
brief and stern announcement the letter
| ended.
i “By God’s mercy, Eve, tell me, are yo.
, this fellow’s wife?” exclaimed Hugh.
| ““Not 20,” she answered. “Can a won
‘who is Dunwich born be wed witl
consent? And ccan a woman whose -
is foully drugged out of her give consen
to that which she hates? Why, if so theie
18 no justice in the world.”

“It 18 a rare jewel in these evil d
| Daughter,” said Sir Andrew with 2 «is
| “Still fret mot yourself, son Hugh, sj
& iull statement of the case drawr
| skilled clerks and testified to by my
' witnesses has gone forward already to I
Holiness the Pope, of which statemen
true copies have been sent to the Ki
and to the Bishops of Norwich and
Canterbury. Yet be warned that 1
maftters the law ecclesiastic mov
slowly, and then only when its wheel
greased with gold.”
: “Well,” answered Hugh with a fierce
i laugh, “#Here remains another law whic
tz’noVes'mote swiftly and its wheels are
greased with vengeance, the law of 1|
sword. "If you are married, Ev swe
that before very long you shall be wid
ed or I dead. I’ll not let de N

a second time, even if he

the holiest altar in Christen:

“T’'d have shot him in the
der,” muttered Gray Dick,

tered with his master’s.food and
sent away, “only,” he added, lo
proachfully at Sir Andrew, “my hand
stayed by a certain holy priest’s comma
ito which, alack, I listened.”
i “And did well to listen, man, su
{ otherwise by now you would be cxco
{ municate.”
| “I could mock at that,” said Dick <
lenly; “who make confession in my o
way ‘and do not wish to be married a
care. mot the worth of a horse-shoe n:
how ~and. where I am buried, provide
those I hate are buried first.”
i “Richard Archer, graceless wight tl
you -are,” said Sir Andrew, “I tell y
| that you stand in danger of your soul.’
| “Aye, Father, and 8o the Frenchma:
! Acour, stood in danger of his body. But
you saved it, so perhaps if there is neel
at the last you will do as much for my
soul, and if not it must take its chance.’
and, snmatching at the dish cover angrily.
he turned and left the chamber.
i “Well,” commented Sir Andrew, shaking
{his ' head sadly, “if the fellow’s heart i3
- hard it is honest, so may he be forgiven
who has something to forgive like the res
of us. Now hearken to me, Son and
Daughter. Wrong, grievous and dreadful.
| has been dome to you both. Yet, until
death or the Church levels it, a wall that

n

“Vengeance is God’s, not ours,” he said. :abou.t God’s law? There lies the only man you may not’climb stands between you.
: to whom I owe a bond, and I'll die a hun-| and when you meet it must be as friend

“Look!”
As he spoke Sir John began to sway to

he” presséd his hands upon hi§ heart, he
threw them high. His knees gave beneath
him; he sank to the floor a huddled heap|
and sat there, resting against the altar
rail, over whi¢h his head hung backward,
open mouthed and eyed. Sl

The last light of the sky went out, only
that 6f the tapers'remained. ‘Eve, awake
at labt, sent up shtiek after shriek.  Sir

dred deaths before any other shall aven

‘axid fro. ' He let fall his murdering sword, touch my hand. Aye, if need be, I’ll killl

|

myself and reason out the matter with St.

—no mere.”’
“Now I begin to wish I had learned in
Gray Dick’s school,” said Hugh, but what-

Peter in the Gates.” ['ever she thought Eve set her lips and

“Hush! Hush! Speak not so madly. The
knot that the Church tles it can unloose.
This matter”must to His Holiness the
Popeé; it shall be my business ‘to lay it be-|
fore him; yes, letters sball go to Avignon |
by the first safe hand. Moreover, it well|
may liappen that God himself will free you!

said nothing.
CHAPTER IX.
Crecy Field:
It was Baturday, the 26th of.August, in

Andrew bending ovér the two fallén men,’ by the sword of His servant Death. This the year 1346. The harassed English ho-t

the murderer and the murdered, began to
shrive them swiftly ere the last beat of:
life  should have leff ‘their pulses. = His
father, brothers and Gray Dick 'clustered
round Hugh' and began 'to lift him. The!
fox-faced priest, Nicholas, whispered quick |
words into the ears of Agour and: his!
knights,
toward Eve, who just-then fell swooning'
and was grasped by Gray Dick with his
left. hand, for in his right he still held |

oot ot g i o [ the axe:
© "I'he drawbridge is down, thanks be!

“No, no,” hisséd Nicholas, ‘dragging Sir
Edmund back, “life  is more than any
woman.”  Then some ' one overget the
tapers so that the place was plunged in
gloom, and through it none saw Acour and '

lord of yours, if indeed he be your lord, |
is a foul' trditor. The King of England |
seeks his life, and there is another who'
will seek it also ere very long,” and he
glanced at the senseless form of Hugh.[
“Kret mot yourself overmuch, Daughter. |
Be grateful rather that matters are no’

were. Another hour and you might have]
been snatched away beyond our finding.
What is not ended can still be mended.'
Now go, seek the rest you need, for 1|
would not have two sick folk on my hands.!
Oh: geek it with a thankful heart, and for-
get not to pray for the soul of your erring;
tather, for after all he loved you and|
strove for your welfare according to his!

—but a little host, after all, retreating
for: its life from Paris—had forced the
passage of the Somme by the ford which
a forgotten traitor, Gobin Agache by
name, showed them. Now it stood at bay
upon the plain of Creecy, there to conquer
or to die.

Acour nodded and took a step! worse and that you remain as you alvrnys! “What think you?’ asked Hugh of Gray

Dick, who had just descended from an
apple tree which grew in the garden of o
burnt out cottage, where he had been cn-
gaged in the twofold business of surveying
the disposition of the English army and
gathering a pocketful of the fruit which
remained upon its topmost boughs.

“I think that these are very good
apples,” answered Dick, speaking with his
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8! Msrah| Thes viins Hugh' himself, where.| ceive: ered Hugh, —*“Dismount all and follow his train creep out by the chancel door  ghts mouth full. “Eat  while you get the

A s esmaprmmc st omcs

. “God’s truth,” he said, “how proud I
| your coragé comes from your mother,

- drives you ‘on to deal with me as you
« "said that

< e Yop oty %ood
great? 1 tell you,

. swhim. You speak’ folly, be
+ headstrong. - Now, t;‘a'!{a’%“

|| onee and forever? For if so I'll let you

'tower stairs. Presently he spoke.

broken yet?"

but . my spirit is me, and that you will
never kill. As God gave it so I will re-
turn it to’' Him ‘again.” e SN
‘He stared at her with something of won-
der and more of admiration in his look.
_conld be of you if you'd let me! I deem

but she never had your shape and

father, that such treatment as 1 have me
ith"at your hands of late would breed
love n the humblest heart?  What ‘devil

- have' done?” . « :

“No devil, girl, but a desire for'your own
‘good, and,” he added, with a burst of
truth, ‘“for the greatness of my House
‘after T am gone, which will be soon. Tor
your old wizard spoke the teuth when he
. stand near to death™ ot
il marrying me to a man I hate

and’ bring the Claverings to an end. Do
you . desire that your broad lands should
go to patch a. Eren;bmn’s .spendthrift
' cloak?’ Bu# what matters your desire see-
ing that TNl not do it, who loves another
man worth a'score of him; one, too, wha

will sit higher than dny Coust of Noyon

“And

ever stood.” ;
“Pish!” he said. . “This

; ve done with all
this mummer’s talk, will you swear to me
by Christ’s blood and on the welfare "of

~your goul to break with Hugh de Cressi

free, to leave me if you will and dwell
" where it pleases you.” i ¢

~ She opened her lips to answer, but he

lLield wp his  hand, saying: -

“Wait ere you speak. ‘T have not done.
If you take my offer Tll' not even press
Sir Edmund Acour on you; that matter
shall‘stand the chance of time and tide.
Only while you live you ‘must have no

more to do with the man who ‘slew your | g

- i . lon the King seized him and his hench-
Eve,” he said, ‘“is JOE -proud spirit man, the archer, and at once put them on

5 ‘No,”’ ghe dnhé:éd;':"ﬁo: ever will be, | ; N :
i !i:\g.ing'o,r dead. ¥R m‘% kille“_rniy bady. -ering, my knights and Thomas of Kess-
and

.| did not escape his wrath, for he gave com-
'Y | might be found and east into prison: till

| grief, but make it joyous in my. company,

their trial as the murderers of John Clav-

land; which ;hey' admitted boldly. Thereon
His Grace, who was beside himself with
rage, said that in a timeé of war, when
every man was needed to fight the French,
he was determined by a 'signal example to
put a stop to the shedding of blood in
these private feuds. 8o he ordered the
poor lad to the block and his henchman,
the atcher, to the: gallows, giving them
but one hour to make their peate wi
God. Moreover,” he went ‘on, sear
her cold; impassive face with' his eyes,

mand that I was to be seized: wherever 1

1 could!be put upon my trial, and my
knights with me. Of your father’s case
he is considering since his only son has
been glain and he holds him in regard.
Therefore it s that 1 am obliged toavoid
London and take refuge here.” Mo
Still Eve remained -silent, and in hig
hea¥t Acour cursed her stubbornness;
“Lady,” he proceeded, though with some-
what less assurance; for now he must leave
lies” and get to pleading, and never did
a ‘suit seem more ‘hopeless, these {hings
Veing so through no fault of mine, whose
hands ‘are innocent of any shate 'in tliis
young man’s end, I came to pray for you,
the sword: of ‘death having cut all your
oaths, that you will have pity on'nty lave
and take me "as your husband, ds is your
father's wish and my heart’s desire. Let
not ¥ young life be swallowed auip in

I can give yon greatness, I can give you
wealth, but most of all I can give you
such tender adoration as never woman had
before. Oh, sweet. Eve, your answer,”” and
he cast himselt upon the ground before
her, and, snatching the hem -of her robe,
pressed it to his lips. : iy

Then at length Eve spoke in a voice that
rang like, steel. . )

& you gone, knave; “whose .spurs
should be hacked from your heels by seul-
lions. "Get you gone, traitor 'and liar, for
well I know that Hugh de Cressi iz ndt
dead, who had a certain tale to tell of you
to the King of England. - Get you back to
the Duke of Normandy and there ask the
price of your betrayal of your liege lord
dward, and show him the plans of our

army may land in safety.” .

| She sent mrayvthe food 'a.nd ‘bade “t!v:e

eastern coasts' ‘and ‘the shores where hls

‘On the following morning, as it chanced,
Eve had no relish for the food that was

narrow..place had robbed her of her ap-
tite. Also she suffered much from griey-
§af fear and doubt,  for whatever she

sure’ that his story 'was not true? How
could she be sure that: her lover did not,
in fact, now lie dead at the headsmans
bands? Such. things often happened when!

murdered ,or ‘hired others to do the
‘deed. She did not know:  and, imprisoned
Lere without a friend, what means had
she of coming at the truth? Oh, if only she’

8ir Andrew for one brief minute, she,poor’
fool, who had walked into'this trap of her
own will. " ;

woman, - Mell; bring her milk; for ' that
would be easy t6 swallow “and give her
sustenance. After some hours it came,Mell
explaining that she had been obliged to
send for it to:the farmstéading, as none
drank milk in the manor house. © Being
thirsty, Eve took the pitcher and drained
it to the last drop; then threw it down,
saying that the vessel was foul and madc
the milkytaste dll. = [ = ¢ ® :

“The woman did not answer, only smiled |
a httle as she left\ the chamber, and Tive
wondered: why she smiled. ‘
+ A ‘while later she grew very sleepy and,
as it seemed to her. had strange dreams
in: her gleep. She dreamed .of sher child-
hood, when she and Hugh played: together
upon the: Dunwich shore 'She dreamed of
her mother and thought dimly that she was
| warning her of ¢ gomething..  She heard
voices ‘about her ‘and .thought that they
were caﬂing,;}xgr,to be free. Yes, and fol-

lowed them readily enotgh, or 8o it séem-
ed’in hé?&%ﬁ, 'followed them out -of
that hateful prison, for the bolts clanged
behind her, down stairs and  into the
courtyyard,’ where the sun’s light .almost
blinded her and. fresh air, struck her
hat' brow. like ice. Then there were more
voices and_ people moving to and fro, aud
the ‘drone’of a_priest' praying and a touch
upon her hand from swhich she shrank.
And oh! she wished that dream were doune,
for it was long, long. It wearied her and
| grasped herheart with a cold clutch of
Bar T J

e

CHAPTER VIII.

me. R

brought to her, for. confinement in -that' knew .old 8ir Jdohn’s temper, seemed to

scarcely like the business. Leaving two the nave with white faces, each seeking
of their people with ‘the - horses, f 1
erossed the bridge, thinking to, themselves from Blythburgh Manor, for did not their
ight- say to Acour,  how could she be .tbat the great house geemed strangely sil-i dead master’s guilt

kings were wroth .and would not li-ggrx.{sqouider, pointing to a wmdow of this Hugh’s people found themselves alone.
Or perhaps Acout himself ‘had found and chapel that lay in the shadow, through
which came a faint glimmering of light; as| Dick.
though tapers Burned upon the altar.

; ‘whispered, ‘‘at which ell men
could. escape! If only she could speak with|.

father, looking at her with a troubled air,

‘those ' that dwelt around, every onme of
‘them intently_rvatcbinz the  pair before

3 and hu to their horses, which waited| ” “ .
‘They obeyed, though some of them Who! ssddied 1a the. laner eey Srme b g soewcrel By, bl
) i pray for him as is my duty. I'll pray also
The' frightened congregation fled from that I may never find such another friend
as my father showed himself to me.”
Then she bent for a moment over Hugh,
!sttetching up her hands above him as

a cling to them and ) : : g
ent and deserted. Now they were in the! would they not also be held. guilty of the! )tyO:: hshl;1 I?i?issclgrgx{e? 5 Peh s lwe

outer court, ‘on one side of which stood | murder of the king's officer and swing for h
the chapel and ‘still’ there was no one to it from the gallows? So it came abquc< hig‘ x;;a:dd:g:i: e::dbg“::f:;eat%:fl;naig

be seén, Dick: tapped Hugh upon - the) that when at last lights were broug}ltiweek Bie' Wi 4o feehla’ that he - must Lo

jquite ‘still and scarcely talk at all. Sir

they | his own place, or any other that was far|.

“The Frenchmen have fled,” cried Gray
“Follow me, men,” and with most
j of them he ran out and began to search
“I think there’s a burying yom;l:;r," hei the Manor.
jther.”

Hugh blanched, for might it not be Eve
whom they buried, and Sir Andrew, not-
ing it, said: :

“Nay, nay, Sir John was sick. Come,
let us ‘look.”

.the help of Gray Dick, who brought his

: f 2 c co
At Jength ' they found- a.,mn.stex:, possets, bow on back and axe at

B 4 ; side but never opened his grim moutt
w,omaz who tol(;l the:lﬂ;aﬁ th!rty HUDULES (¢ 15 pig patient that' Eve was safe anc
gone Acour and all his fo g had F’d'lsound but that he must not see her unti.
den through thg back gate and vanished b r:),w A aain
at %m gallop futo the darkness of the| 5 Hugh il eow atvdig il b
woods. ; ’ 2 2 ’

e 3 T ture helping him, not in vain. At lemgth

. 5 hlV:tlh these tidings Dick’ returned to the SHove amie w day. whert he' Tight rasieree

The door of the chapel was open and:c 1apel. fan e 2 : his bed and sit on a chair in the pleasant

they walked through it as quietly as they! “Mastér de Cressi,” said Sir Andrew, ot unshine by the open window, Wallk

gould, to find the place, which was not when he had heard it, “back with some of hp 1:!(1)%1151 not, how}é\'er not only on a;ccoun;

very large, filled with people, but of these your people to Dunwich and raise the bur-| Ofe e AT e Bl
they took no heed, for'the last rays of the gesses,” warning them that the King's, "

sunlight flowing through the western win-

; i for the first time
wrath will ‘be great if these traitors es-'hm:t’ now. discorered . ¢
dow. showed them s scene that' held théir: cape the land, . Send swift messengers to zvht:chd}(tlx é}le dend dfgl?lv an:;n:m;no:;%u?(ﬁl;:
eyes. : LR { all the ports, discover where Acour rides : & vxeri 4 r;z:;r 1 Tt b dg st whe

A priest stood before the lighted altar ' and follow him in force, and if you come Of had 4l # i)y bt M s
holding his bands in benediction over'a up with him take him dead or living. de o . eﬁ‘ ““u ‘;isymus;es e
pair who kneeled at its rail. One of these Stop' not: to. talk, man. Begone!' -Nay, t;:mui shro oy doad’ and’ biwddte i ankle
wore a red cloak, down which her dark bide here, Richatd, and those who rode 5 e e d“ er‘;}. e ,ra hing. th ;; s
hair streamed. ' She leaned: heavily against with you to London, for' Acour may re-|Pent “}? m;a.:;i lmt'h:t efzs tﬁg re:tsof his
the rail, as a person might who is faint turn again and some must be left to:}.“f Sﬁc a]k " Ollx'ttl Tarae, - Ennecsaliyt i
with sleep or with 'the ardor }?f ‘her ori- g\l&(ll*d s:lh’? lady Eve afid your master, quick| tlh?s es;vain tzel s;:ring 'sensI;; tZough
sons. It was Red Eve, no other! or: dead.” & e gty

At ler side, clad in gleaming mail, kneel-|  De Cressi, his two sons and servants'EWhe;her because he had trec::lll\ed h;l“.th“";
ed a. knight. * Close by Eve stood her went and presently were Tiding for Pun-! 3t that time, or lowm.g :ll ﬁ.q“ G
' wich faster than ever they rode before.|the air, none could ever tell him..

But, as it proved, Acour was too swift for et on this day he thought little of
thél;], for when ‘at length a messenger these harms who felt the life: blood' run-
gallopedsinto Lynn, whither they learned Difg once more strongly through his veins
that he had fled, it was to find that his #nd who awaited Eve’s long promised 'ld-
 ship, which awaited him with sails hoist- vent. At length she came, stately, kind
{ ed! had cleared the port three hours be-| and beautiful.for her grief and terror had

and behild the'knight were other knights
and men-at-arms. ‘In the little nave were
all the people of the manor and with them

the altar.

Tt was the pricst ‘who saw them first fore, with a wind:behind her that blew.¥”“d by, leaving her as she had been be-:

just as the last word of the blessing passed straight for Flanders.

his lips. ; #Ah!" said ‘Gray Dick when he. heard
“Why do ‘armed strangers disturb God’s the news, “this is what comes of wasting

house?’ he asKed in a warning voice. | arrows  upon - targets whieh - should - have
The knight at the altar rails sprang np been saved for traitors’ hearts. With those

and turned round. Hugh saw that it was three hours of daylight in hand we'd have

in Sir Andrew’s presence, for he would
not leave them, all the tale was told.
Hugh learned for the first time all the
truth of her  imprisonment and of her
shameful drugging; he learned of the bury-

! Andrew, who pursed him continually with |

ore her woes fell upon her. She came,and !

Acour; but even then he moted that the ringed the rogues in or run them down.
woman at his side, she who wore Eve’s’ Well, the devil's will be done, he does but
garnfent, never stirred from her knees. ! spare his own till‘a bétter day.”

Sir Jobn| Clavering glared down the' But when the King heard this same news
chapel and all the other people turned to he was very wroth, not with Hugh 'de

look’ at them,  Now Hugh with his com-

Cressi but with the burgesses of Dunwich,

ing of 8ir John Clavering and of her nam-
ing ‘as sole heiress to his great estates, to
which, however, ' Acour  had “‘not heen
ashamed to  submit some shadowy: claim
made “in right of his lawful wife, Dame
Eve Acour, Uountess de Noyon,” which |

}

! chance, master, for, who knows, the next
¢ you set your teeth in may be of the kind
. that grew upon the tree of life in a very
{ old garden,” and he handed him two of
! the best. Then he turned to certain
i archers, who clustered round him out
| stretched hands, saying:

“Why should I give you my apples, fo!-
|lows, seeing that you were too lazy to
{ climb and get them for yourselves? Non:
| of you ever gave me anything when I was
| hungry, after the sack of Caen, in whi
fmy master, being, squeamish, would tak:
| no part. Therefore I went to bed suppe:
i less, because, as I remember you said, !
{ had not earned it.. Still, as I don’t wan:
| to fight the French with a bellyache, ¢
! scramble . for them.”
| Then, with a qujck motion, he flung th
| apples to a distance, all save one whic!

! he presented to a tall man ‘who stood near.

ing:
! “Ta%{e this, Jack Green, in token of fel-
i lowship, since I have nothing else to offer
!you. I beat you at Windsor, dida’t I,
[wwhen we shot a mateh before the King?
tNow show your skill and beat me and I'll
| say, thank you. Keep count. of your ar-

{ rows shot,. Jack, and I'll keep count of

{ has grassed most Frenchmen shall be called
i'the better man.”
[ ‘Then I'm that already, lad,” answered
{ the "great ‘yeoman with a grin, as he set
. his_teeth in the apple. “For, look you.
having served at court -T've learned how
'to_lie,” and shall swear I never wastedl
| ghaft, whereas you, being country boru
may own to a miss or two for shame':
gake. ‘Or, likelier still, those French will
have one or both of us in their bag, sinc
if all tales are true there is such a count
less host of them that we few English
shall not see the sky for arrows.”

Dick shrugged his shoulders and wa«
| about to answer when suddenly the sonnd
{of shouting deep and glad rose from th

i

i gerried companies upon their left, and th«
i voice of an officer was heard calling:
“Line! Line! The King comes.”
Another minute and over the crest of »
little rise appeared Edward of Englan
clad. in full armor, above which he wore «

land’ and ‘¥France, but having his helnict
hanging at his, saddlebow that al wmig
see his face. He was mounted not on -
' war steed, but. on a small, white, ambli
palfrey, and in his hand he bore a shoit
baton. With him came two marshals, ¢

i mine, and when the battle is over he whot

surtout broidered with the arms. of Enc -
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Acour: sprang to his, feet and his facc e il

*| went white as ashes. Thrice he strove to
speak but could not. Then with a' cm

pany halted in the open space where the

: whose mayor, although lie was blameless, | claim had been sent by him from ,Frnncefly dressed, and a slim young mar
nave joimde‘zehe, chancel, and said, answer-

lost his office ‘over. the mdtter. Nor was|addressed to “all whom it might concern.” | h ook o blady .
| there ever any:cther chosen afterward, as/ He learned of the King's wrath at the!fmm S ¥0_ 200k 1B DIYEK. armor,

had better a

he turned and . left the chamber. ',
“The hunt’s up,” & Father N;

when he had heard all this tale

later, “‘and ‘pw?imrd, hink

y to Eran

sire to stop with our com

church yonder.” :

A 2

'Siv Edmund Acour.”

ing the priesk: < 0 T g T
- “T come ' 'hither . with ‘my companions

nd| bearing the warrant of the King to seize

Edmund Acour, Count. de Noyon, and eon-|
vey him to London, ‘there to stand trial

| on' a’charge of high treason toward his

liege lord, Edward of England. Yield yon,
At these bolt words, the French kuights
and .quﬁ drew theiv swords and ringed
themselves round theéir captain, wherson
Hugh * and his party also drew  their

“Stay,” eried old Sir Andrew in his

0| ringing voice. “Let no blood be shed in

the holy house of God. You men of Suf-

those who read ti
port may. discover:for’ themselves. \

When Master de C¥essi and “his. people
were gone, having first seasched thé great
manor  house zud fotnd nér . in' it save
a few gserving men and women,. whom he
swore to putito death if they ‘disobeyed
him, “Gray  Dick raised ‘the - drawbridge.
Then, having made all safe; he'set'a watch
upon ‘ the walls and\saw {hat there was
wood, in the ‘iron cradle on ‘the topmost
tower.in case it should be needful to light
the be\:;qn and bring aid." 3%}:‘: it was not;
singe. emWwb&.&» ,any. dared
draw near those walls, and énthi‘;ie that

the recordsof that ancient: éscape of this same Acour 'and of His |

Grace's seizure of that false knight’s lands
in Suffolk, which, however, proved to be
0 ‘heavily mortgaged that no one would
grow rich upon them.

. Lastly he léarned that King Edward in
o letter written by one of his secretaries
to Sir: Andrew Arnold and received only
that morning, said that he held him, Hugh
de ' Cressi, not to blame for Aconr's
escape. 1t commanded also that if he re-
covered from his wound, for the giving' of
which Sir John Clavering ' should have
been paid sharply if he had lived, he and

the archer, his servant, should ioin him '

of his soldiers with smiles and courty
bows, till’ at length he pulled rein just
in front of the triple line of archers,amons
whom were mingled some knights and m¢
at arms, for the order of battle was not
yet fully set. Just then, on tne pi: 2
neath, riding from out the shelter of scme
trees ‘and, as they thought, beyond ?
reach of arrows, appeared four splendid
French “knights, and with them a few
squires, who balted there taking stock, it
would seem, of the disposition of the Brit
ish army.

(To be continucd)
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