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!HIS HONOR LEUT.-GOV. WOOD ANNOUNCES NAMES
OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION

iHd MR. HUB) D6rols«™m™Ç
JUDGE H. A. McKEOWN AND 

W. S. FISHER, THE CHOICE

T
THIRTEEN SAVED FROM 
STR.BURNEDIN MID-OCEAN
CANADA, CIIEI 

FI! PUCE 
CONFERENCE

I0f EMMERSONS CRITICISM
Warrants of Appointment will go out at 

Opened at earliest possible date 
Chairman — Splendidly Impartial Tribunal is general opinion 
Likely to meet in St John

(Shows Emmerson’s Inconsist-' 

ency Regarding Taking Off 

of Ocean Limited.

once and Enquiry will be 
Sir Frederic Barker to beNON-RESIDENT 

HIM ELECTED 
IS THE ClilM

Steamer Burned South of Sable 

Island was British Freight

er Cumberland.

A STRONG SPEECH BY
MINISTER OF MARINE.

SURVIVORS PICKED

UP ALMOST EXHAUSTEDr
Ifmmerson Condemns Govern

ment for Failing to do in Two 

and Half Years What Grits 

" Failed to Accomplish in 

Fifteen.

Another Boat With Nineteen 

Members of Crew Still Miss

ing Have Likely Penighed— 

Survivors Adrift For Forty- 

Eight Hours.

Application Granted to Enter 

Petition for the Unseating ot 
Controller Cote of Montreal,

Peace Envoys and Parties In

terested in Mexican Fight 
Will Meet at Niagara Falls, 
Canada, on Loyalist Day,

Montreal, May 5.—With the grant
ing by Justice CharbonneSu in the 
Practice Court this morning of an 
application to enter petition to un
seat Controller Thomas Cote on the 
grounds that he was a non-resident 
of Montreal when he was elected. 
Three members of Montreal’s board of 
control will now have to show cause 
why they should not be deprived of 
their offices, to which they were elect
ed on April sixth.

The other controllers affected are 
buncan MacDonald and E. N. Hebert.

A peculiar feature of the writ to be 
served upon Controller Cote is that 
it 1» addressed to "Mr. Thomas Cote, 
city of Ottawa.” It Is on the grounds 
that he was, at the time of his elec
tion, a resident of Ottawa ; that the 
attempt is being made to unseat the 
member of the board who headed the 
poll with 28,494 votes.
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Ottawa, May B.—Hon. H. R. Emmer-
Washington, May 5—Secretary Bry

an announced tonight that the three 
south American mediators In the Mex
ican difficulty would meet at Niagara 
Falls, Canada, May 18, to receive rep
resentatives of the parties to the 
troversy.

Mr. Bryan said': “The mediators 
have notified the different parties that 
Niagara Falls, Canada, has been se
lected as the place where the media
tors will confer with representatives 
of the different parties interested in 
the mediation and that the 18th of 
May has been fixed as the date when 
the conference will begin.’*

It became known that Huerta wish
ed the negotiations to take

(Associated Press.)
Boston, May 5.—The mystery

son had his annual grumble about the 
1. C. R. today. It has been an annual 
spiel ever since he resigned from the 

, portfolio of Railways and Canals and 
Hon. Geo. P. Graham was appointed 
in his stead. Nobody taltcs him seri
ously, however, for Mr. Emmerson has 
been definitely installed In the garru- 

! Jous class, to which he has been- gra- 
; dually edging ever since he came to 
' Ottawa. He does not say much, but he 
takes a long, time to say it, arid uses 
much phraseology.

His criticism today was as usual of 
k~ the picayune character. For instance 

M he stated that the cutting off of the 
> r Ocean Limited has- been a serious 

(matter.
Hon. Mr. Hazen.

Hon. Mr. Hazen punctured this easi
ly, much to the amusement of the 
house, and even on the Liberal side 
where Mr. Emmerson is treated pretty 
much as a joke.- ' —

yj■
rounding the identify of the steamer 
which has been on fire in the west
bound trans-Atlantic7vüf steamer lane* 
south of Sable Island for forty-eight 
hours was solved today when wireless 
messages from the Cunard liner Fran
conia told of the burning of the freigh
ter Columbian and the rescue of thir
teen members of her crew, from a 
small boat. The death of Chief Stew
ard Matthews, whose body the 
vlvore had In charge, and the disap
pearance of a second boat in which 
were nineteen men, including the first 
and second officers, were also report-

■

SIR FREDERIC BARKER,
Ex-Çhlef Justice, Chairmen of the j 

Commission. |

Sir Frederic Barker, ex-Chiel id|twe of the Supreme Court of the Province of New

place In
neutral territory, suggesting Canada 
as a suitable location. But this had 
encountered, opposition on the ground 
that Canada, being a British colony, 
might introduce into the negotiations 
a European element and also because 
it was believed the British govern
ment would not be particularly desir
ous of having the controversy brought 
within its domains. It was said that 
ten days might elapse before definite 
work on a settlement could begin with 
the arrival of the Mexican delegates.

The question of the disposition to 
be made of the receipts from customs 
at Vera Cruz during the period of 
United States occupation has been set
tled by a decision of foreign bond hol
ders for interest alleged to be payable 
from custom receipts.

The south American continued their 
sessions throughout the day and for 
the first time it became authoritative
ly known from them -that they consid
ered the whole range of Mexican af
fairs as properly embraced in their 
work. Their reply to Caff 
made this clear and while eliminating 
him from the mediation for the time 
being it still left the door open to him 
to come intç the proceedings later.

senate as Important, that the senate 
had omitted one of the most Important 
clauses of the bill, that referring to 
giving the government power to enter 
into contracts for the building of 26 
mile# of new road. Mr. Pugsley 
thought a compromise could be effect-

MR. W. 8. FISHER.HIS HONOR JUDGE McKEOWN.
cd

1Whether the number of missing was 
represented by those said to be in the 
second boat was still uncertain to
night. Estimates by officials of the 
Ley land and Phoenix lines placed the 
number of the crew at between forty- 
five and fifty. The messages from the 
Franconia told of only thirty-three 
men, represented by the occupants of 
the two boats. It was thought pos
sible there was a thlrii boat, command
ed by Captain McDonald of the Col
umbian.

After rescuing the occupants of the 
first boat the Franconia searched un
til night fall for the rest of the crew 
but without result. Then Captain Mil
ler of the Cunarder sent word ashore 
that he had given up the search and 
would proceed for Boston with the 
survivors and his 1,733 passengers. 
He said he expected to arrive at Bos
ton lightship at midnight Wednesday.

Search for the missing men of the 
Columbian has not been given up, how
ever. Before turning for his destina
tion Captain Miller had notified the 
steamers Manhattan and Haverford, 
both eastbound, of the missiqg boats, 
and they sent word that they had 
< hanged their courses and were head
ing toward the burning steamer.

Those aboard the Franconia are:
James Drohan, wireless operator ; 

Antone E(as, carpenter; Ivar Iv 
boatswain’s mate; Ucigus E. Prtnze, 
Jens Jensen, A. Ahclnick, quarter- 

donkey-

Brunswick.
The fact is as Mr. Hazen pointed 

out that only In one year has the 
Ocean Limited been operated during 
February and March. That was In 
1913 and the loss was $300,000. In 
cutting off the train for two months 
the practice of every year, except 1913, 
has been followed.

Mr. Emmerson, himself, when he 
was Minister of Railways, cut off 
that train. He foutfd it convenient to 
forget about that.

Them again he made a great point 
about 27 Americans being lately 
brought over and employed on the I. 
C. R. Hon. Dr. Reid showed that 
only three officials of the I. C. R. 
were American born. The acting 
minister In referring to standard 
miles said that these obtained on all 
other railways but employes who were 
not able to qualify would be taken care

Hon. H. A. McKeown, Judge of the Kings Bench Division of the Supreme Court of 
New Brunswick.

William Shives Fisher of the firm of Emerson and Fisher, of St. John, and one of the 
most highly respected business men in this province.

These are the three men named by Lieutenant Governor Wood last night as the 
Royal Commission to investigate the charges made in the Legislature against Hon. J. K. 
Flemming and Hon. H. F. McLeod.

Sir Frederic Barker will be the chairman of the commission and the commissions 
of the appointment will be issued to the commissioners today.

The commissioners will take up and investigate both the Valley Railway and the tim
ber limit charges. No place of meeting is specified, but it is natural to expect that as all the 
commissioners reside in this city and as this would be a more central location than Fred
ericton the sessions will likely be held here.

The commissioners will appoint their own secretary or secretaries and will probably 
meet for organization as soon as they receive their commissions of appointment.

The sessions will be open to the public.

ed.
Mr. Hazen after showing that Mr. 

Borden had consulted with Hon. Mr. 
Pugsley and 41on. Mr. Graham regard
ing the bill before It was submitted 
to this house made the significant dec
laration amid cheers, that it was the 
interference with this bill by the 
friends of Mr. Emmerson and the oth
er Liberals in the senate that had pre
vented the government taking action 
to take over and acquire branch lines 
in the Maritime Provinces in connec
tion with the I. C. R.

with the increase in freight 
Hazen pointed out that

■

:

Deal!

there has always been dissatisfaction 
when there has been a transaction 
of management, but he remarked that 
when Mr. Blair became Minister of 
Railways the rates were made much 
higher than when Mr. Cochrane be
came minister. The rates made un
der Mr. Cochrane were small compar
ed with the rates when when the Lib
erals came into power. They after
wards lowered them. A prominent 
business man of St John whoee au
thority was indieputable had made 
the statement that because of the low
er rates afterwards charged $100,000 
had been taken out of the pockets of 
the people of New Brunswick by the 
Liberals. The rates were now arran
ged In such a way that there was lit
tle complaint. All the people of the 
Maritime Provinces wanted1 was fair 
play and the rates now charged were 
leas than those charged by the Onta
rio government railway.

Touching upon the suburban ser
vices which had been taken off, Mr. 
Hazen said: “I think th.at was a mis
take, and I said so at the time.” “The 
suburban sêrvice, however, had since 
been restored."

Mr. Emerson's motion of condemna
tion was made to look a very silly af
fair under Mr. Hazen’s hands.

Ottawa, May B—Three government 
bills were introduced to parliament 
today by Hon. C. J. Doherty, the min
ister of justice. The first, "an act re
specting British nationality naturali
zation,” the minister stated was de
signed to enact the legislation neces
sary under the agreement arrived at 
with the home government and the 
governments of other dominions to 
bring about an empire-wide naturali
zation. The second, "an act to amend 
the Juvenile delinquents act of 1908," 
was designed to permit the appoint
ment of a deputy judge of the Juven
ile Delinquents Court by the judge on 
approval of the attorney-general, and 
was. said Mr. Doherty, framed in re 
sponse to representatives by Judge 
Choquette of Montreal. The third, "'an 
act (to amend the Supreme Court act,” 
provided that the amendments made 
last year should apply to legislation 
commenced before the day of its pass-

3.

anza had
of.

With regard to the increase in 
freight rates he said the question had 
been considered by the late board of 
management before they went out of 
office. He immediately took- up the 
grievances and remedied them.

Hon. Mr. Hazen in replying to- Mr. 
Emmerson made one of his usual 
strong speeches. Mr. Emmerson had 
made much of the fact that the 
ent government had a«u 
branch lines. Mr. Hazen dis 
that. He pointed out that in 15 years 
of office t|»e Liberals had only acquir
ed one branch line, the Canadian 
Eastern for $800,000, or $7,000 a mile.

“Were they entirely moved In the 
public interest?" he asked. Surely 
not. for Alexander Gibson, whose 
father was largely Interested Ip the 
Canada Eastern was then a member 
of the House. It was in the interest 
of the Gibsons that this railway 
should be acquired, and every step 
was taken, and pvery effort made to 
get the government to buy it. It was 
purchased, and then the Liberal 
ernmenit’s interest in acquiring branch 
lines dwindled. During the remainder 
çf this term of office they took no 
line. Yet Mr. Emmerson condemned 
the Conservative government for not 
doing im two and a half years what 
the previous government did not do 

à in fifteen
Mr. Hazen showed by reference to 

k Hansard that the criticism was not 
supported by the facts. In 1912 Hon. 
Frank Cochrane introduced a bill 
which would have made it possible 
to acquire branch lines for the I. C. R. 
He also quoted Mr. Cochrane’s state
ment that he was in favor of acquiring 
some branch lines, which Mr. Emmer
son had tried' to show was not the 
case. Mr. Cochrane’s bill was passed 
unanimously by the commons. It in
cluded a provision that the govern
ment without coming to the house 
could construct, lease or acquire rail
ways not exceeding 25 miles long. It 
wls sent to the senate. The senate 
emasculated it and destroyed it for 
tha purpose of preventing the govern
ment acquiring branch lines.

The government was given no pow
ers. When it came back to the com
mons Mr. Cochrane moved that the 
senate amendments be not concurred

Mr. Emmerson, today tried to argue 
that the senate amendments were of 
a harmless and innocuous character. 
Mr. Hazen who never mak,es state
ments unless he can back them up 
with facts, produced Hansard to show 
that' Mr. Pugsley took the opposite 
view. Mr. Pugsley slated that he re
garded the amendments made by the

I
PICKED UP SIX' MEN 

BELONGING T« FRENCH 
FISHING VESSEL

said lessees amounted in the whole to 
the sum of about $100,000, no portion 
of which sum was accounted for or 
paid Into the revenues of this paav- 
Ince, and said moneys were extorted 
from said lessees and paid to the said 
William H. Berry with the knowledge 
and consent and under the direction of 
the Honorable James Kid Flemming 
while occupying the said offices of 
Premier and Minister of Lands and 
Mines, and all said moneys were so 
paid before the said lands were classi
fied under the provisions of Chapter 
11 of the statute of New Brunswick 
for the year A.D. 1913."

The following day Mr. DugaJ charg
ed that a large sum of money paid to 
the 8t. John and Quebec Railway Com-, 
pany w$is diverted from its proper 
chahnel and had been used for pur
poses other than the construction of 
the railway.

That contractors under the St. John 
and Quebec Railway Company had 
been compelled to pay and had paid 
large sums to members of the govern
ment of the province In the year 1912 
before they had obtained their con
tracts.

Mr. Dugal asked for a committee of 
the House to Investigate the charges.

No action was taken in the charges 
until the legislature resumed after the 
Blaster recess. Then in response to a 
request for additional Information Mr. 
Dugal said Premier Flemming had 
received $10,000 from one of the con
tractors and Hon. H. F. McLeod had 
received $1,500. These charges, he 
believed and expected to be able to 
prove. The government then decided 
that instead of referring the case to a 
committee of the House, as requested, 
It should be probed 4>y a Royal Com
mission and accordingly petitioned 
His Honor the Lieutenant Governor 
to appoint one. The appointment of 
the men napied Is the result of that 
petition.

seryatlve government but was made 
Chief Justice of the province by the 
Laurier administration. Hon. H. A. 
McKeown was Solicitor General in the 
Tweedie administration and resigned 
that office to contest a seat for the 
House of Commons as a Liberal party 
candidate. Mr. Fisher, while a Con
servative, has never been a political 
candidate, but was a candidate for the 
mayoralty of St. John in the election 
of two years ago.

The commission will be clothed with 
all the authority of a court of law, 
with power to compel the attendance 
of witnesses and to punish disobed
ience of ite orders.

Special to The Standard.
Fredericton, May 5.—Lieutenant 

Governor Wood tonight named the 
three men who will constitute the 
Royal Commission to investigate the 
charges preferred in the Legislature 
by Mr. L. A. Dugal, M.L.A., for 
Madawaeka County, and Hia. Honor’s 
selection will be officially communi
cated to Hon. George J. Clarke, acting 
premier. It is expected that the 
missions of the appointment will be 
Issued at once and that no time will 
be lost In opening the hearing.

The communication of His Honor 
simply names as commissioners Sir 
Frederick Barker, Judge McKeown of 
the Supreme Court, Kings Behch Di
vision, and Mr. W. S. Fisher of St.
John and recites that they have been 
appointed by him under the authoriz
ing legislation adopted at the last ses
sion of the legislature. It makes no 
recommendations.

The general opinion tonight is that 
the commission as named constitutes 
the most impartial tribunal of the 
sort ever appointed in this or any 
other province. That the enquiry will 
be complete and searching Is now a 
surety and this is precisely the course 
desired by the government as indi
cated .by the fact that the charges 
were referred to a commission instead 
of to a committee of the House as 
asked by Mr. Dugal.

The personnel of the commission 
shows how utterly unfair and ground
less have been any and all reports or 
Insinuations that the investigation 
would not be complete and non-par
tisan. Sir Frederic Barker, Judge Me-'
Keown and Mr. Fisher are men of the 
highest standing in the province, and 
their selection In itself guarantees the nual report of the Crown Land Depart- 
absolute fairness of the enquiry. Po- ment of the province of New Bruns- 
lltically the commission Is composed wick, for the year ending the Slot day 
of two Conservatives and one Liberal, of October, A.D. 1913, In pages 23 to 
Sir Frederic Barker was appointed to' 27 thereof, both inclusive, which said 
the Supreme Court tAnch by a Con- amount so unlawfully extorted from

ired no 
posed of master: Gustav Schribora, 

man; Thomas Connor, Jurl Lei and 
Arthur Brantik, Antony Cordooes and 
Bennett Rother, flromeni, and Frank 
Wedekind, messroom steward.

The steamer Columbian, which the 
Cunard liner Franconia tonight re
ported burned at sea, sailed from Ix>n- 
don on April 16 for 
thence on April 23 for New York, 
was last reported by wireless 810 
miles off jSandy Hook at. ten o’clock) 
Sunday morning.

The Columbian 
bellev

Liverpool, N. S., May 5.—The Glou- 
fishing schooner Jorgina, Cap-cester

tain Rose, arrived here today and 
reports having picked up in a gale of 
wind, six men and their dories off 
the French fishing vessel Lanormande, 
of St Pierre, on Bank Quero, May 
2nd. The captain states that half an 
hour longer these men would have all 
perished. The rescued men were sent 
to the French consul at Halifax.

Antwerp, Shi

f
The Chargee. was a cargo vessel 

ed to have had any iand is not 
passengers on board. She was 5,088 
tons gross registry; 422 feet long, 
forty feet beam and thirty-one i 
depth. She was built by Harland 
Wolff at Belfast In 1890, and was own
ed by F. Le land & Company, Limited 
of Liverpool. The Leland line frs con
trolled by the International Mercan
tile Marine Company wit 
this city.

The survivors suffered terribly dur- 
ing forty hours’ exposure in an open 
boat. Their exhaustion was so g 
that it was impossible to obtain a 
coherent story from them several 
hours after they were picked up.

The Columbian caught fire Sunday 
night when about three hundred miles 
south of Cape Race. A series of vlo-

:The charges which will be invest 1- 
gateil by the commission were made 
In the Provincial Legislature on 
April 6th and 7th by Mr. Louis A. 
Dugal, M.L.A., tor Madawasfca Coun
ty, with whom were assloiated F. B. 
Carvell, M.P. for Carleton County, 
E. St Carter, provincial organizer for 
the Liberal party, and P. J. Venlot, «x- 
Llberal M.L.A. On April 6th Mr. 
Dugal charged that "Honorable James 
Kidd Flemming, through the agency 
of William H. Berry, chief superinten
dent o^fscalers of the Crown Land De
partment of this province, and under 
the direct control of the said Honor
able James Kidd Flemming, In 'the' 

A.D. 1913 did unlawfully extort

feet :MONTHLY MEETING OF &
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Special to The Standard.
Fredericton, May 5.—The provincial 

government opened their monthly ses-’ 
slon here this evening. Hon.. W. B.
Dickson and others were heard rela
tive to Albert County matters and a 
Westmorland County delegation in
cluded W. F. Humphrey, O. M. Melan- lent explosions followed almost imme- 
son and H. G. Mahoney, M. L. A.’s, diately. Captain McDonald gave or- 
and M. G. Slddall of Port Elgin. ders to the wireless operator to send

out calls for assistance, but one of 
the explosions put the wireless out of 
commission, cutting off the Columbian 
from communication with nearby 
ocean liners which could have gone 
to the rescue.

With the vessel In flames and torn 
by the explosions it soon became evi
dent that the crew could do nothing 
to control the fire and the order to 
abandon ship was given.

Boston, Mass., May 5—Captain John 
McDonald had been In command of 
the Columbian for nearly five years 
and had been in the service of the 
Leyland Line for a decade. A native 
of Cape Breton, he went to sea as a « 
boy, became master of sailing vessels, 
and later turned to the steamers, ris
ing from- junior officer to a comman-

year
from divers large lessees of Crown 
timber limits within this province a 
sum of $15 per square mile of their 
said timber limits, over and above the 
amount of bonus paid by them respec
tively as set forth In the fifty-third an- CEHIHENT’S ICHOR 

APPROVED IH LONDON
ing.

Mr. Weichel presented a petition 
from the Berlin Board of Trade sug
gesting that, in view of United States 
President Wilson’s "magnificent fight 
to repeal the Panama Canal tolls legr 
islation,” 
sentations 
decision not to participate in the San 
Francisco celebration next year. In 
view of the fact that the celebration 
synchronized with the centennial of 
peace he thought such an act would 
"strengthen the bonds of friendship 
with the neighboring republic,” and 
might Influence Germany to also con
sider her decision In the matter.

Premier Borden said Canada was

Canada should make repre- 
to Britain to reconsider her making preparations to be adequately 

represented. It had not been thought 
necessary, however, to make any rep- 
resentatlor 
ment since 
had stated 
cision of Britain was not induced by 
any feeling of. resentment. "Canada," 
said Mr. Borden, "is always ready to 
do anything toward maintaining and 
strengthening the good relations

which exist with the United States."
On the orders of the day,Mr. W. E. 

Knowles said that it had been brought 
to his attention that the customs of
ficials throughout Canada had been 
given orders not to give out customs 
figures from month to month as has 
been the habit for years in the past.

Hon. Dr. Reid promised to make an 
investigation.

Hon. Geo. P. Graham drew the at

tention of the house to the fact that 
there was an evident error in the fig
ures of the 
ion of the C. 
the Premier yesterday.

Premier Borden said his attention 
had been called to the matter and 
there had been omitted through a 
stenographer’s error an amount of $6,- 
959,754 for the completion of the Mon- 

Continued on page two.

London, May 6—The details of the 
Canadian government’s proposed guar
antee of the Canadian Northern Rail
way’s bonds is - regarded by the mar
ket here with favor, on account of the 
interests of British bondholders being 
thereby secured. The government’s 
action has done much to clear up the 
general situation, and has led to an 
improved feeling on the part of Brit
ish investors.

in.
estimates for the comple- 
!.* N. R., brought down by Îns to the British govern- 

the British Prime Minister 
in parliament that thb de-
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