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COHVENTIONB ARE THEY
WORTH WHAT THEY COST?

As will be seen by a communication
in another column, an esteemed brother
has been at the pains to make a calcula-
tion of the cost, in time and money, of
the New Yor P, 8.C. E. convention
Considering that 30,000 was an outside
he whole number of dele-

estimate for
visitors in attendance at the

and that the majority of
Id oome from churches in

gates

oconve

these wos
New York, Brooklyn, and other neigh-
boring cities, our correspondent's figures
would probab ave been quite large
enough if he had divided them by two.
And w 1k it should yne in mind

at i many hese young

me who came from

nveption

would repre-
rin part

b spent. their time

in soattering away

their summer

theses

whor t staine for needed rest | Cnrigtinn work. While no one was cal-
wnd recreation, no one would have been | 164 ypon o surrender any convictions of
diaposed (o find fwalt; and il the con- | grath, there was a helpful fellowship in |
vention stood them instead of mcuotain | all that evangelical Christians hold in
adr and sea br we should not pount | sommon. 'We should say that the di-
their time and money wested, evenifthe | roct result of the convention must have

ntion ‘o not show in its own |

tsulta & sulficient resson

purposes

for existence.” But when all necessary

b & convention represents

time and |

a very large expenditure
mopey

power

As & demonstration of the
b Chiristianity is exerting over the
pople of Americs, the New

i félg in
of worldliness, snd we cannot doabt that |
rth something |
endeavored to
emselves that Christianity is
an influential factor
But we think
e doubted whether it can

It made itself that great centre

hject: lesson was w

le who have

persu
fast ceasing to be

the world

hold these great conven-
tions annu. *It is true that there is
inspiration in nu but it seems
certain that i the case of any religious
assembly, there ia a-limit beyond which
f numbers does not add to
the inspiration, and this limit is reached
s oonvention attains the
of that which recently ss-
led in New York. It is, therefore,
juite doubtful to our minds if the Chris-
tian Endeavor Unions will find it profit-
id annual conventions of such
e proportions that no one build-
n be found & ld halfl its dele-

mbers,

an increass

long before

wlons

able &«

n of
question
worth

then, apart from the
there
entions are

juestic
argeness may be a
what |
We presume that no pne will |
the statement that ther: are

sations and more conven-

wor

i an wisely
for. Then, on the

find use

ther hiand, it is ad
«d that some organizations and some

« ntions are worthy of preservatior
The question is where to degw the line,
mvention ssd our associ
expense  of them wers

a aimiflar basis to that on
»l brother has caloulated

th New York convention,
w nd W represent annually &
sum large enoug pay the salaries of
all our missionan India and a per

of time equal to & ver

portior f & man's working life

free to

and

sometimen, wo are say that the

apparent results of these gatheringa are

| uplifting.

society and not to promote the kingdom
of Christ, and if the grand object of the
delegates to its conventions is to bave a
good time and to make an ostentatious
display of their badges and their num-
bers, 5o one can be blamed for thinking
that the time snd money expended. in
these conventions might be spent to
much better advantage.

We shall not enter here into any ar-
guinent respecting the aims and results
of Christian Endeavor movement. But
it is well known that & very great num-
ber of pastors and active Christian
workers in our own sa well sa other
evangelical denominations wre very
hearty and unanimous in their endorse-
ment of Christian Endeavor. And If,
as they believe, itis wholly in harmony
with and helpful to the work of the
churches, stimulating piety and exrnest
Christian effort among the young, and
if the Young People's Societies, and
through them the life of the churches,
are stimulated and steengthened by

these conventions, it will be sdmitted |

that they too have a value and a right
to exist.

We do not know on what ground §§ is
charged that the aim of the délegates
to the New York convention waa "W
have a good time, display their badges
and to astonish the world with the mag
nituds of their numbers,” rathér than
to seck and to do thos-things ')«lsh are
becoming in earnest (" iristisn men and
women when met together in hristian
convention. A*Christiau Endeavor con
vention of much
was assembled in the ¢ of St. John
the other day. So far as we observed or
heard there was nothing in its proceed
ings out of barmony with » serious and
earnest (‘hiristian purpoee.
Christian spiritual

and atmosphere

about the meetings which all who at- |
The |

tended them felt to be wholesome.
addresses were earnest, instructive and
The discussions were intelli-
gent and to the point, dealing directly
with matters of practical interest in

been to cultivate knowledge, spirituality
ahd zeal in those who attended the

| meetings, and wé cannot doubt that the

vention was not without value. ‘)'

some character.

Regm& X W. T

Once more I am hhd tu be able tope- |
it favorably of the Lord's work with
us. Our church organized on Sept. 6th,
801, with fifteen memberg, has now a
membership of forty, thirty-five resident
and non-resident, but three of
the five are nearthe town. To part with
even one member from & small church

five

is a trial of faith, but it “ worketh pe- |

tience " and provokes zealous effort.

Thus far sixteen have been added by
baptism, one of which was a I'resby-
terian missionary, who, after prayerful
study of the Word of God, was led to re-
ject infant baptism, etc., as unscriptural,
and was baptized by the writer on & pro-
fession of his faith. He is a graduate
of Glasgow University, and a student of
Theology, so that we might expect good
things of him. He is now preaching to
a Baptist church in Manitoba.

In addition to the regular work in Re-
gina I have opened up two out-stations,
each twenty miles from the town in dif-
ferent directions. There are & tew Bap-
tists at these places concerning whom I
hope to report good things later.. I go
to each place once a fortnight through

| the week, and have a congregation of

| fifty or more to preach the Word to.
| Financially, we are in a safe condition,

bnl must have more help from the Mari- |

| time provinces if we are to rise in our

| strength.

The current value of our prc-
perty is $2,150 ;. cost of the same to us

| #1,150. This is because we obtained
| three lots for our church building at
& .

| half price, and one free for a parsonage

| all purposes $500.
| much better than this next year.

from the N. W. Land Co.
Up to date the church has raised for
We hope to do even
Our present debt is $6560, which would
vanish in & night if each chuxch in the

| Maritime Provinces would givé $1 to-
| wards it

considerable |

not such sa o clearly justify the ex
penditure. At thé same time we sup-
pose that most of us are of opinion that |
these annusl gatherings ought to be
preserved. We believe that, although

they cost a good deal, they are still
than they cost, since both
money are devoted
to the Lord's work than would be the
case if these gatherings were not held,

But our correspondent's objections, we
presume, is oot to ntions of Bap-
tist churches, but 1o Christisn Endeavor
conventions, and he bases his objection
not simply on the cost - attending them,
but also on the principles and purposes
represented in them. Now if the opin-
ions which he
if the Christian E )
wholly & human invention, unseriptoral
and anti-scriptural in character, if its

aim is to propagse s mere human

worth more

more time and more

con

THAT MODEST APPEAL.
Let me urge all the churches, besides
many individuals intercsted, to help us
in the $1 scheme. All monies received
will be acknowledged in the MESSENGER
AxD VisITOR.
Amounta received since lust report :

Milton church, t(unm« Cu,, pu
v (uhm;u

8.
Rev. J. H Barss, Tndia.
Gibson Mission Circle,
B. H, Nobles...
Total before n‘[nxu-d

Total up to date... ... 8146 15
When the fact that it is a life and
death struggle 1o establis!: & New Testa-
ment church in the North-west is taken
into account, surely it will be seen that
the has been with us and prospered

us.
We expect to have & Bajtist Christian
workers’ conference jn gina on the
date of our anniversary, of which we
shall report in due tine.
mﬂy do we ask )cﬁu prayers and
Dl‘T' P s All’ m

smller proportions |

There was & |

More About the Young Men.

1 see by the issue of July 20 that my
acticle, “The Other Bide,” has drawn
from the worthy Cor.-Secretary of the H.
M. Board one of his best articles. The
article is able, valusble and character-
istic of its anthor. As thereis no direct
attempt in it to contradict my own, I
should bave rested the matter here but
fornome unjust inferences drawn by un-

Bro. Cohoon, in pting to explain

ply of home pastors approximates the
demand. This is, no doubt, due some-
what to the persistence with which Bro.
Cohoon haas, for years, called for workers.
If, then, this be the case I only ask that
those whom duty calls to greater need
be allowed, not only to go, but to go and
stay in peace.

Having said this much, whi¢h need-
ed to be said in view of so much from
the other standpoint, I here rest the
When circumstances justify a

the ressons given by me, thus admits
their truth and force. With this I am
content. I presented the facts of the
case from the standpoint seldom taken
in print, but much privately. Bro.
Oohoon hae given facts as seen from his
standpoint. The reader may draw his
own conolpsions. With Bro. Cohoon’s
facts, or with conclusions drawn by  the
unbisssed reader, I have no disposition to
ocomplain,

1 have, however, & few strictures to lay
upon  Bro, srguments, and
| therefore offer a brief reply. In reply to
his defenice of the H. M. Board policy, I
will state oue fact. Of the eight young
going “across the border” last
{ autumn for theologioal training, two
| have ummer.
{ At this rate how many of the eight will

return at the completion of their conme,
| to settie as pastom, or even retum “
or ten years henoe ! A problem in prob-
abiilitien !

Coboon's

men

retumed for work thi

five

Bro. Cohoon infers from my reflerence
to matters of fact across the ‘border,”
that I would have things done just that
way at home, and infers that “A. B. C.”
thinks all wisdom dwells acroes the
“border.”” My reference to such facts
was absolutely necessary to the task
| in hand, as Bro. Cohoon well knows.
1t is, therefore, unjust to draw any such
inference as he has. Indeed, “A. B.
| C.” thinks the last thing of which he
| can be accused is saying of things across
| the “border”—this is the way, do thou
1‘ likewise. While repudiating the charge
| I hold myself open to learn from all
| sides—yes, from Bro. Cohoon himself.
Bro. Cohoon's references to affairs
| across the “border” are confined to the

| Empire state. Other parts might make

a different showing. Possibly the lack
| of pastors in that state is not due to
their two theological seminaries, but in
| spite of them, and due to other causes.

e, it mast be con- | jnfluence upon the churches represented | But it is foreign to my purpose to dis-
|“in the convention will be of a whole- |

cuss this matter.
| ment.

I ask only fair argu-

|- Noone believes more firmly in “in
dependent thinking and planning” than
| the writer. Had it not been for some of
’ his own work in that line Bro. Cohoon's
able article might not yet have ap-
peared.

Suffer a few words in regard to the
stock-in-trade advice to young men. Is
| there nothing new under the sun? Fol-
| lowing Bro. Cohoon’s example I, too,
quote from the Book : “Let no man de-
spise thy youth.” Itisyet to be learned
that it is eithersin or crime for a young
man to aspire to that position for which
he believes he is best adapted, and in
which he can best fulfil the divine pur-
pose of his life. SBome men are fitted
for more commanding positions, others
are spoiled by the “broad fields.” Some
of our leading pastors did not spend
half a life-time on broad fields, yet they
fill well their positions. Such are the
pastors at Moncton, Ambherst, Frederic-
ton, Germain street (8t. John), Temple
(Yarmouth), the last pastors of North
church, Halifax, and Prince street,
Truro, and even Bro. Cohoon himself.

This “broad field” policy bas entirely
lost to our home work men who have
become prominent abroad. They be-
lieved themselves better adapted to
more compact fields, and their record
has proved their judgment correct. The
writer once heard Bro. Cohoon speak of
a young man—still young—declining a
mission field, for sufficient reasons. He
accepted a pastorate across the “border.””
Shortly after he offered to accept a com-
pact coufliry pastorate at home at a
salary little more than halfl that re-
ceived abrpad. Some thought him foo
inerperienced ; others, that six hundred
dollars was too much salary. Less than
five years later he was experienced
enough to become pastor of one of the
foremost churches in the United States.
He was willing to be faithful in little ;
God called him to lead much.

Without denying either the wisdom
y or truth of the “broad field” prepara-
tion, I claim some recognition of the
other side of the question.

If the writer mistakes not, about
twenty years ago & young man boldly
advocated a certain system of H. M.
work. That system, that same man—
‘not yet an old man—sees realized. He
has himself done more than any other
ever did to realize it. A grand system
it is, despite some unper{acuonn Itis
the of “ind hinki;
and planning.” He who kindly criti-
cizes the entire system or any of its
features is no enemy to the system.
Others like the privilege of independent
thinking and planning. If they do oo
casionally differ from the current view
of young men’s work, there is no sin in
it, nor need young men be unduly
chided for a little ambition. Several of
our denominational leaders would do
well Lo remember this.

view, the writer hopes to be
ready to accept. Meanwhile he is both
ready and desirous to learn, for as yet he
is only A.B.C.

-

Prohibition.
The temperance question is well to
the fore, and seems to be rapidly ad-
vancing. The Royal Commission on
the liquor traffic has done much good
already. “Are we ready for prohibi-
tion " is the query, answered variously
by different representative men, chiefly
in accordance with their early training
and surroundings. In these Maritime
Provinoes the testimony given the com-

A Note from Mr. Steele.

We have unjo;d?_ & visit from Dr.
Wilkins, the secretary of the B. Y, P.
Union of America. His address was

well put and . well nceued,mdunm
but do good to this 'ml movement of
the young peaple.

with him in the emphu
upon the necessity of dm-lnodvo teach-
ingi—devodonal. historical and other.

Rev. J Macdonald will represent our
youm people at the coming Convention
at Bridgetown, and T trust that a wider

zation on the lines laid down by
brethren Wilkins, Williams and others
nay then come into being. I believe
this movement to be in keepi:
the principles we have always
conserve,. and that it will undmtly
justify this trust in the outcome. Let
uubge‘?{ ane rénn;.lhmd oue heart, one
wil our Baptist you: in
North America. . ny.mL
Ambherst, Aug. 18,

BOARD MEETING,

The regular meeting®,of the Home
Mission Board was held;on the Sth inst.
THIRTY REPORTS
were read from missionsries and mis-

sionary pastors. Many of these

mission and the d

were Very encouraging. Most of
reported additions by bapti

Iargely favor national prohibition of
the manufacture, importation and sale
of aleobolic beverages. Two facts are
strongly brought out by temperates and
drinkers alike, viz.: (1) Drink causes
most of the poverty, crime, ignorance,
and misery; (2) A prohibitory law
would not be violated more than the
license laws, and imperfectly enforced, it
would excel the best license system.
The churches—I mean of wll denomi-
nations —must get up and “hustle” on
this prohibition, or else will be seen the
peculiar spectacie of the parliament and
government leading the Christian church
op & practical question of morality and
public charity. Any church that uses
intoxicating liquor at its communion
service, or keeps makers, sellers, or
drinkers of intoxicants in full and hon-
orable membership is not ready for pro-
hibition. In fact such a church would
be in a bad plight under a prohibitory
statute. Thaok the Lord, not one of
our 43,000 Baptist church members is a
rumseller, or keeps a low saloon, or sells
liquor in & hotel bar, with or without
license. This is & brave statement, and
one which some denominations in Can-
ada cannot yet make. Whether we
should expect & government or & parlia-
ment to come upon the prohibition
platform before the churches get there,
it is not the intention of this article to
discuss. Ontario and Quebec now have
the hastening or ing of prohibition;
if their testimony is like ours no par-
liament dare ignore it. Woe unto On
tario and Quebec christians and churches
if they give forth an uncertain sound !
But are our 400 churches and 48,000
church members allright? No. SBome
of us make and sell and drink cider,
and our churches wink at it. Does pro-
hibition really mean driving out cider,
wine and lager beer? Yes, that is the
kind we have been clamoring for, and I

be scoeptable. Here is a sad instance
where only a few Baptists (perhape not
& dozen) actually drag down the whole
denomination and bring the blush to
thousands of cheeks, and sadness to
many hearts. The traffic in cider still
clings to us and we cannot stand forth
and declare to the world that we are free
from the accursed thing. Isrsel suffer-
od defeat through the cupidity of one
man (read Joshua 7) we may suffer on
account of a dozen. What can we do?
The 0ld dispensation has passed away
and we prefer acting under the new. Let
us use our best endeavors so that in the
Convention & year hence our standing
committee on temperance will be able
to report the Maritime Baptists entirely
free from participation in the liquor
teaffic. This is possible. I trustthe few
churches interested will make it a re-
ality. God speed the day.
Halifax, August 10.
e
Report of the Meeting of the W. B.
M. U. Executive, 8t. John, Aug. 10,

J. PAmsoxs.

Vice-president Mrs. Allwood presided.
After the opening exercises the minutes
of two previous meetings were read and
approved. The treasurer’s quarterly re-
port was received. Miss Wright's corf
respondence with the Board was read
and discussed. The annual report was
read and approved. An interesting let-
ter from Miss Gray, giving some ao-
count of her work and of the prevailing
famine and consequent sickness among
the natives, was reld Letlen oonum
ing L ile
our North-west mission were received,
they will probably be published.

On motion, resolved that every secre-
tary and president of local societies are
invited to be present at the executive
meetings held during the annual meet-
ing in Bridgetown, in accordance with a
resolution passed two years ago at Yar-
mouth.

On motion, resolved that the mem-
bers of the executive express their sym-
pathy with Mr. and Mrs. Morse in the
deep affliction through which they axe
passing. Meeting closed with prayer
by Mrs. Marsters.

C. A. (hm S-cy

fancy any thing short of that would not |

APPOINTMENTS,

1. Bro. Geo. C. Crabbe was a)
to the Cape Tormentine field,
N. B, for one year.

2. Bro. F. B. Seeley was appointed to
a m}l}m)on to 8t. Mary’s group, Kent Co.,

The corresponding secretary was in-
structed to select a pastor for the St.
Andrews field as soon as possible ; also,
to get a supply for Musquash field.

Conoox, Cor: Becy.

Hebron, N August 10.

e e
17921892,

mwd

MEMORIAL FUND
LEDGMENTS.
Crow Harbor church; per A. K.
Freeman, lic., 0
Upper Stewiacke, per G Lhube, 15 00
8t. Martins, per W. R. Floyd,...... 7 65
20d H)llubom $4.80; Caledoni:
Baltimore, $5.75, per Rev. L.
B. (ulwell
(.u)shumchurch perB Jost,
t. John, 20d instal-
\Y Ps\rkn
Union St. (hun‘h
W. C. Goucher, ....

CE)

ENNIAL ACKNOW-

18 55
53 08

..108 65

8t. Stephen,
Rev.
Rollingdam church, per Rev. W.

)8 00

C. Goucher,...
Palcondon Mission Bumd Hpnng

field, Kings Co., N ,p«rMn

G BB ... i sssiaret saasomnes 21 00
Lawrencetown church, Annl‘]x)lh

Co., instalment, per Rev T

Eaton, .12 00

The following collections amounting

to $97.54, were paid Rev.L C. Archibald,
returned missionary, during the month
of July

6 12

lryun (oullw-lmn) PBIESRENET, $2 00
Belmont - Sevasuvar piosvs 300
Lyne Valley 829
)'Leary church from M. Wedlock 50
Alberton church (coll. i) 40
North Sydney. ; 20 75
Bydney church, coll. ........ 5

M. Hugh Mclmndnl 175 960
Little Glace Ba: . 207
Hawksbury,... s o
Antigonish $4.51

Mies Bigelow, 200 651
New Glasgow, e A
Great Village,..... i 1577
2od St. Margarets Bay ch.,.. 4858

Mrs. Anthony Webber, 100 4 52
1st Bt. Margarets Bay ch.,, . $2.97

Norman A. Hubley, 1§ m

M. ¥red. Hubley,.. 42
' Indian Harbor chureh (coll )y 470
Fredericton church, hula M.

Ingraham, $2; John Mosher, #5, 7 0

Young People’s Union, First Yar
mouth church 50 00
'lnlkl‘lthllnh . 50
Canaan section 14

A. ¥. Randolph, Eaq., Fredericton 25 00
Mission Band, Ohio, Yarmouth

County, N. B. 9 12 56
I)nv-;mng church. Lunenburg

County B. 6 63
Lan. Co,

P luumvill: chureh,
B.

\m.um Bay, Lunenburg County,

7 80
C hmu'r N. 8 3 70
Chester Basin 2 80
Upper Wilmot (N. 8) church

Melvern Bquare. $34 00

Evergreen . poy 5

Margaretville.

Prince Albert .....

W 09

G. O. Gares,
For Centennial Committee.
St. John, Aug. 11

NOME

Recelpts from

Alma church, P.

Geo. Parker, Gunbndge, Kings Co. N.

8., $40; I,Amnumwn and Valley West

Lhurch. 82; J. . Barss, F‘l' Wolf-
1

Con. Fund-—~New Ross church, $17.25
Treasurer Oonvention Fund, .l%.lS

per 7ots.; Coll. Central Anso., per
do., .617 ln(hlvilla. lhlhmuy Bo-
cidy ([‘wm Valley West
church), #8; Con. Fund (amount re
tained), $4841.—107848. Before re
ported, $8,904.88. Total, $4,978.36,
MANTTOBA AXD N. W, MISSIONS,
Lawrenretown and Valley West oh
$6.20; J. W. Barss, FA‘L, Wolfville, !"',
Sixth Cornwallis church, $6.76; Fl.utem .L
ville +church, ast
urch, $6 ; Crow Hnrbot chureh, t.'m :
3 $2; Rawdon church,

Rev. C. Henderson,
#2.71; West Jeddore church, $1.85;
First Bt. Martina' church, $10.27 68,59,
efore reported, .80. Total, $872.62,

CHURCH EDIFICE FUND,

Capt. D. A. B‘undpn, Hebron,
Before reported, $55.61. Total, 60,61,
OTHER MONEY RECEIVED AND REPORTEL/

A-r'nm REQUEST OF TREAS. CON. FUND,

Missions—Shubael J. Dimock,
Nawpon., llO Mrs. Shubael J. Dimock,

B
:\.\

Newport, $25

Grande Ligne Mission.—Sixth Corn-
wallis church, $4.03; North Temple
church,- 50cts.; Rev. (. Henderson,
Andover, $1; Rawdon church, $2.88.

A. Conoox, Treas. H. M., Bd‘
Avguet9. .
Obimnry

Rev. J. H. T:gper departed this life
July 27, at the vanced age of 84 years,
lu ng an aged widow, one scn and one
aughter, many grand and great gfand

ch ren, and a very large circle of
friends to mourn. Our brother was the’
son of the late Thomas Tupper, of Corn-
wnlha, N. 8., and nephew of the Rev. C.
T, D. D of sacred memory. He

orn h:hruuy 8, 1808. During his

euly life he followed agricultural pur-
suits. He became a subject of saving
grace in the great revival at Aylesford in
1828 ; was baptized and welcomed into
the Nictaux Baptist church by the late
Rev. Daniel MacGregor ; and was after-
wards among the number dismissed
from the Nictaux church to form the
Lowcr Aylesford church. On the 11th
of December, 1825, he was married to
Miss M. A. Gates, daughter of the late
John Gates, Esq ,of Wiimot, N. 8. This
union resulted in the birth of nine
children in all, seven of whom have pre-
ceeded him to the better land. From
his conversion he was an earnest worker
in the church and often had the convic-
tion that he ought to preach the gospel.
About 1840 or '41 this impr ssion be-
came 80 strong that he made a public
declaeation of his conviction of being
called of God to preach the gospel ; and
the Aylis‘ord church, of which he was
then a member, seconded the call by
giving him a license or recommendation
to exercise his gifts in the capacity of a
gospel minister. After this he spent
about two years preaching the blessed
word in his native province. From the
first the blessing of God attended his
labors and souls were converted where-
ever he went. In 1548 he felt constrained
to visit New Brunswick. The rollowing

year he moved his family to Carleton
County, N. B., was called to the pastor
ate e Jacksontown and Rockland

churches. In 1844 he was ordained at
the Jacksontown church, and remained
their pastor for several years, his labors
being greatly blessed. Bubsequently he
held wates in the following churches
— Wakefield, Canterbury, Duamfries,
Kemwick (First and Second), Grand
Lake, Nashwask, Springfield, Macna
quae, Prince William and Chipman

also the Kingsclear and other churches
His pastorate at Macnaquac and Prince
Willlam extended over ning sucoessive
years, In mmlr{mr be bapli sed 72 per
sons.  This work of grace continued for
three successive years. He was & great
blessing to all the churches he served as
pastor, Besides holding psstorates in

80 many churohes he was a sort of
ind: ent general missiobary
visiting many of the pastorless

churches, xod often
WS DO ugmlunm
working up a church organisstion
Our brother kept no record of his work
therefore an account of members added
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