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Tre Homo is mailed to subscribers
at «a distance every Friday evening,
and delivered in the city early on
Saturday. Parties not receiving their
paper regularly should communicate
with the office.

LE TRAIT D'UNION AND THE
NATIONALITY QUESTION.

Under the heading, “A Word to
Toee Ecso,” Mr. Lepine’s paper, Le
Trait d’Union, has scmething fo say on
the ‘nationality question. The article
is prc;\xpted by a few remarks in our is-
sue of Aygust 8th on the motion of the
membeé:ior Montreal East calling fora
return of the number of employees in
the Custom Nouse, their origin, salary,
etc., and in th§ first place is a deliber-
ate misrepresenfation of what we really
sdid on the subjépt. All that we pleaded
for was that merit alone should be the
standard by which a man’s fitness for a
public position should be judged, and
when Le Trait d’Union says thap we
either expressed or hinted that *‘we
(French-Canadians)\ are much inferior
to other nationalities both as regards
education and intelligence,” it know-
ingly and wilfully says what is untrue.
There is not, in our article alluded to,
the remotest allusion to what is con-
tained in the gentence above quoted,
and therefore its appearance in the
French journal can only be set down to
a mean and dastardly attempt to injnre
us in the eyes of French-Canadian
workingmen, among whom we count
many friends and subscribers, If our
confrere has any respect for truth and
justice he will at once recall his vile as,.
sertion that we branded the French-
Canadian race with inferiority.

In our article we desired to point out
that the raze cry was adopted solely by
politicians. The two peoples of them-
selves would readily mingle, and in-
deed do mingle, together in business
pursuits and ‘ag citizene, if they are Tet]
alone, but when their baser passions
are appealed to by scheming politicians
they become antagonistic and there is
consequent danger to the State. It is
only petty statesmen, such as Mr. Le-
pine, who descend to such contemptiblo
devices to make themselves known and
popular with a certain class. They
have no conception of the broader prin-
ciples and duties of the brotherhood of
man, and their sole ambition is to rise
at the expense of that “peace and good-
‘will ” which should prevail in a country

_ like Canada with the prospect hefore it
of one day taking its place am:mg the
nations of the world. Such men, we

° say, may manage to ride for a little
while in triumph upon this wave of
passion, but the good sense of the peo.

. ple must ultimately prevail and the

~ politician who depends upon race and
religions animosities for his success will

" be thrown back into the obscurity from

_which he emerged.’

But while Le Trait d’Union claims

equal talent and ability for the French-
Canadian race, a proposition which is
not disputed, it is itself alone afraid to
rely upon these qualifications for suc-
cess, for it says that while its country-
men number three-fourths of the popu-
lation—of the Province of Quebee, we
presume, it means—¢‘ the KEnglish-
speaking citizens would fill all public
positions and honorary places, control
all the business and the others could
stay in the shade and keep quiet.”
Surely if their talent is equal in pro-
portion & very large number must come
to the front over the English-speaking
race who, according to our contempo-
rary, only rank one-fourth in number.A
Amongst every race of people ability,
combined with energy, is certain to
command recognition. Then why
should our,contemporary be doubtful
of the same result amengsi the French-
Canadian race? 'We ourselves care not
from what nationality a man ia derived
provided that in his capacity.as a ser-
vant of the public he has attained that
position by his own qualifications alone,
and these will never be known until he
has entered into competition with his
fellows. The man who is lacking in
whatever is necessary to efficiently fill
a public office should be relegated to a
back seat whether or not he belongs to
what our contf’amporary alleges is a fa-
vored race.

LABOR DAY.

Labor Day, under the auspices of
the Central Trades and Labor Couneil,
has now come to be looked upon as an
established institution, and the forth-
coming celebration of the famous first
Monday in September will see united
in one bond of harmony and equality
the workingmen of Montreal. From
what has already been communicated
by the energetic committee in charge of
the details of the demonstration there
is” every reason to believe that the
largest procession ever held in. Mont-
real will be witnessed that day, while
the picnic to follow on the Exhibition
grounds, with its numerous atiractions
for sightseers, will command the at.
tendance of thousands of others who do
not participate in the parade. There
we will see the bona fide workingman
sharing with his wife and children a
short release from the toil and trouble
of his existence in a round of pleas-
urable and rational enjoyment. The
procession will give a practical idea to
the public of the ‘number of men or
ganized to protect themselves against
the encroachments of capital and to
obtain a just recognition of their rights
as citizens, AH thinking workingmen
who have studied the question of or-
ganization will readily concede the
benefits that have been derived from
it. They know that through past
united and energetic action the hours
of labor have been reduced, wages
have been increased, unjust laws have
been abolished, child labor has been
to some extent, driven out of our faci
tories and the enactmeni of other laws
to improve the condition of wage-earn-
ers generally has been secured. Know-
ing what has been accomplished in the
past, why hali at the present? Close
up your rinks and march on o future
successes. It is only by a diligent and
gelf-sacrificing pursuit of an object that
we ¢an hope to obtain it, and who will
deny that there are many wrongs yet
to set right, many barriers to be torn
down before the workingman can say
with truth that he is in full enjoyment
of all that the Creator has placed upon
this earth to be shared equally by all
men? In Great Britain and the
United States the work achieved by
the unions in ameliorating the condi-
tion of the working classes has been
the marvel of ihe whole world, and has
occasioned the favorable comment of the
pulpit, the platform and the unpreju-
diced press. Through their agency ro-
forms beyond the reach of individual
effort and despaired of by philanthro-
pists and political economists, have
been accomplished. Though these re-

dragged from the unwilling autocrats
in power, they are none the less real,
and with the rapidly advancing edyca-
tion of the people greater results, by
the exercise of patience ani fortitudes
will yet be attained. From past expe-
rience there is a lesson to be learned
by s1l workingmen and thi#E is—unite !
organize ! vote ! :

NOTES OF THE WEEK.

The strike of plumbers in London,
Ont., has terminated in favor of the
men, who will in future receive twenty-

five cents per hour.
# x x

®

at a very low ebb judging from the
scandals now in course of investigation
and others continually cropping up.
Yet another case of corrupt practices
has been brought to the attention of
the House of Commons, the accused
party being Edward Cochrane, M. P.
for the East Riding of Northumber-
land. Mr, Cameron (of Huron) from
his place in the House impeached the
member referred to with trafficking in
Government situations, of which he
Lhad the disposal, for personal gain, and
tabled two instances. Parliament will
have to take the accusation up, and in
this connection other sensational evi-
dence will likely be forthcoming. Our
neighbbrs across the line have often
been held up as lacking in political
morality; but we believe their worst
specimens will look as angels when
when placed alongside the Langevins,
McGreevys and others of that kidney

raised on this side of the line.
C Bl W

The Government continues to decap-
itate the smaller fry of the departments
under investigation who have been
proved, or acknowledged to have ac-
cepted, bribes from contractors or firms
with whom business brought them into
contact. The latest of these to suffer
is the Superintendent of the Stationery
Department, Mr." Bronskill, who ac-
knowledged to receiving several favors,
His connection with the Civil Service
has been completely severed, but his
brother superintendent, Mr, Senecal, of
the Printing Bureau, who was proven
equally guilty, has received a respite,
being in the meantime only suspended
frowm active duty. There is little doubt,
however, that he will meet with the
same fate after his examination has
been concluded. This is all very well
in a way, but not entirely satisfactory,
nor will it be until it is known how
much connection the Minister in charge
of the Department had with these
seandals. - Hitherto, enquiry leading to
this has been burked and any question,
the answer to which would throw light
upon the subject, was_ carefully sup-
pressed. There is just. a possibility that
the truth will now be got at, now that
a motion by Sir Richard Cartwright
has been agreed to, that no evidence
should be retused on the ground that it
may disclose improper conduct on the
part of Ministers of the Crown. How-
ever humiliating tle truth may be, it
can be borne, but the present uncer-
tainty is harrowing to the public con-
science, and the people are uncertain
on whom to look for guidance, seeing
that so many of their leaders lie under
suspicion.,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

TREAT ALL THIEVES ALIKE,

To the Editor of Tar Ecno,

Sir,—8ix months in the common jail was
the sentence passed upon a widow woman
the other day who had sunk so utterly low
and depraved that she actually stiole some
preserves for her baby. The monster!
After her employer probably allowed her to
work 14 or 15 hours a day for less than
would support herself snd child propetly,
she turned thief! Such an outrage upon
this pure and unsullied community of ours,

world seems to be upon us !

Wondering which will be the next publie
department that will hold & lcvee to see whe
has been clever enough to transfer a few
thousands or a few hundreds of thousands
of dollars of public monéy from the taxpay-.
eré’ pockets to their own. ;

forms have come slowly, having to be

Of course we would not like to say it was

%?ubllc morality in Canada must bej

stealing because they are careful enough to
take sufficient to be out of that category. To
take a railway, a foew million acres of land,
two or three hundred thousands of dollars;
& few thousand miles of timber limits, a
million or two dollars’ worth of mining
lands, or get a canal built for the conveni~
ence of your mills—that is not considered
stealing by our governing powers that be. It
is only transferring, and the transferers are
men whom we elect to represent us in parlia-
,ment because of their smartness, Of course,

~| you’ve got to be a clever man to be a suc-

cessful transferrer of what belongs to the
people to your own pockets. And mobody
will deny the fact thet in Canada we have
got ati least two of the smartest sets of trans-
ferers (the Federal and Quebec Govern-
Vments) there is to be found in the civilized

orld. But on the face of it, at present
they are simply a reflection of the people
who put them there, and will be considered
a8 such until the people of this Dominion
arouse from their lethargy and demand at
once that every department of the House of
Commons of Canada and every department
of the Legislature of Quebec be thoroughly
inquired into, so as to get to the bottom of
these two nests of corruption, and wipe out
forever, if possible, the contemptible scoun-
drels who, aided by their education, have
used their publicitrust to rob and plunder
the people, not caring how they blacken the
character of the whole country, so long as
they enrich themselves,

8ix months in jail the poor widow got for
taking a few cents’ worth of preserves for
her'baby. Ye gods! what stern justice.

May all these thieves and receivers of the
public property receive six months/in jail
for every dollar they have received or stolen
dishonestly.

And when we consider thatat the present
time the reputation ani credit of Canada is
at stake, awaiting the verdict of the people
on these matters, it behoves us, if we are to
retain uny vestige of our respectability and
pave the way for anything like honest gov~
ernment in the future, that we must not let
these public pilferers rest with their ill-got.
ten gains. HKach and every one ot them
should be compelled to give an account as
to how he became possessed with whatever
he hag got of any value, and like'any other
thief or receiver of stolen goods, if a proper
account of its being got honestly be not
given then it should be confiscated and go
back to whom it belongs—the people.

Now, Montreal being the heaviest taxpay-
er in the Dominion should take the inifia-
tive in this matter in calling a public meet-
ing, 8o that the people could voice their sen-
timents. And if their representatives, or
misrepresentatives apparently, should side
with the boodlers then they should be re-
quested to resign and make room for hon-
ester men, Hoping to hear from others on
this question, and thanking-you for your
space, I will conclude, W. D.

Printers' Rollers

DO YOU WANT

A GOOD ROLLER ?

OF COURSE YOU DO! -

Get HENRY OWEN to make your Rollers
and you will have what you want. All sizes
at low prices, Rollers cast with despatch.

COMPOSITION IN BULK.
GET PRICES.

769 Cra.ig—S—t: Montreal,

PRESSWORK

TO THE TRADE,

Publishers and Patent Medicine
Dealers;

You don’t require to put your money out
on a big press, send it to HENRY OWEN,
who will do it for you BETTER and
CHEAPER than if you had a big press of

your own,
7 SEE |
Facilities for Printing Newspapers, Pamph-
lets, etc., to the extent of 120 reams per day.

FOLDING AND BINDING

DoNE ON THE PREMISES,

769 CRAIG STREET.

JOHNHURPHY & 0.

ADVERTISEMENT.

A HALF equnis THE WHOLE

So far as our prices are ai, pregent concerned,

ladies ! A contradiction i terms,
but not in facts I- Here are articles m

a short tinw ago, you wouid have paid donble
the money. And even at that they would
have been of exceptional market value, But
the sacrificial knife has been applied, and lo !
the result is half price| If you bought from
us during the summer in of the under-
noted lines of goods, you will at once verify
the statement. If mnot, call and examine
these bargains before purchasing elsewhere,

Half Price!  Half Price |

* CHILDREN'S JACKETS
$1.50 for 75¢ and so on.

CHILDREN’S DOLMAN WRAPS
$1.50 for 75¢, ete.
CHILDREN’S ULSTERS
In Cloth and Tweed $2.75 for $1.88, etc.

LADIES' ULSTERS AND DOLMAN
WRAPS,

$7 for $3.50, etc.

ANOTHER LINE
$9 for $3.45

BEADED CAPES

Still a number left to clear at half pri
Reduced price from 423 50 ey

20 PER CENT DISCOUNT

will be allowed.on all our Cloth Capes Lace
Capes, Silk Dolmans and Cloth Jackgfs.’

A LARGE VARIETY,

of Ulsters in Cloth and Fancy Tweed
at 20 per cent off, s

LADIES' COSTUMES
Tailor Made to clear at 333 off.

JOHN MURPHY & €0,

1781, 1783
Notre Dame street, éor. St. Peter.

Terms Cash and Only One Price.

McRae & Poulin;

MERCHANT TAILORS.

Highland Costumes,

Ladies’ Mantles
A SPECIALTY.

Our Garments are Artistically Cut
In the Latest Styles-

PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED.
2242 Notre Dame Streef,

MONTREAL,

Extra Wide

BOOTS AND SHOES

RONAYNE BROS,
I7 Chaboillez Square!

»

-

TEA! T TEA!

Housekeepers, look to your interests and

BUY STROUD'S TEAS AND COFFEES.

and at a time, too, when the eyes of the| .

Have you tried STROUD’S 30c Black, Green or Japan Teas? If not, do
so and save 100 to 20c per1b. This is no catch, and any person finding thesa
Teas not as represented will have their money refunded.

Stroud's Tea and Coffee Warehouse,
2188 NOTRE DAME ST. NEAR MOUNTAIN,

,




