
province a few months ago, existed more 
in that gentleman’s fertile imagination 
than in the changed opinions of the elec
tors of Nova Scotia as yesterday’s elec
tion in Antigonish plainly shows.” Com
ment on this lame and impotent conclu-' 
sion is needless: besides, it would be 
cruel to our painfully “flabbergasted"’ 
contemporary. Did the News-Advertiser 
ever hear' of Sir Hibuert Tapper’s do 
claration that “the fate of the govern
ment depended on the verdict to be re
turned by Antigonish?” Was Sir Hib- 
bert merely talking for effect, or did he 
believe what he said? If he believed 
what he said, the fate of the government 
must, in his estimation, be settled.

To relieve its overcharged feelings the 
News-Advertiser devotes something like 
a column editorial space to the Haldi- 
mand contest, over which it places the 
heading “Yesterday's Lessons.” Evi
dently our Vancouver friend would like 
its readers to suppose that the only 
“lessons” to be learned from the result 
of Wednesday were confined to the out
come in that one riding. The return of 
Dr. Montague in Haldimand, it finds, is 
“full of significance," to wit that the 
government was shown to be still strong 
ahd mighty. The facts relating to Hal
dimand we have reviewed at length, .tnd 
we need not further refer to them. 
Everybody is well aware that a Tory 
search for comfort in the result of the 
battle is much like trying to extract 
sunbeams from cucumbers.

Perhaps it would be unfair to deprive 
our Conservative friends of whatever 
consolation they can find in gliding 
quietly over the other three contests and 
dwelling at length on the “lessons” to be 
learned from Haldimand. We shall 
therefore for the present say nothing 
more lest we be charged with unkindness 
to those who have already been heavily 
scourged.

of inflation, have shrunk to hard-times 
dimensions, and the assessment which 
followed their balloon like ascension 
must come down with them. In no bet
ter way can the shrinkage be illustrated 
than by a comparative table of the as
sessment of 'taxable land and buildings 
during the past few years. The first 
occasion on which land and building val
ues were separated in the assessment re
turns was in the assessment in 1891, 
made during the summer of 1890, when 
the boom was beginning to break. It 
showed that the well recognized law of 
economics that the land of a city may be 
set down as of equal value in the ag
gregate to the buildings erected on it | 
Lad been totally disregarded, and that 
reduction in the land value of the city 
was inevitable. The following figures 
show the trend of the reduction, taxable 
land and buildings only being included:—
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PerhapsTHE McKIXLKY PERIOD.-

The letter from Mr. Wm. Wilson to
day will no doubt commend itself to our 
readers. Those who have watched the 

of the controversy will have al-

Some day, someone, somewhere, will 
make q better match than E. B. Eddy 
makes,—but up to this date no one has 
done so.

Meanwhile, and until a better one is 
produced, use

course
reaily concluded for themselves that Mr. 
Wilson’s position was practically unas
sailable, and will feel no surprise at the

with w.hich he disposes of the con- 
There is no

ease
tentions of his opponents, 
doubt in any reasonable person’s mind E. B. Eddy’s Matches.Land. Buildings. 

$82,628,202 $49,836,181 
85,280,798 53,339,015
84.929,445 54,590,445
78,277,157 57,175,936

The estimate of Mr. Maughan, allow
ing for a reduction of $11,000,000 in land 
values and an increase of $1,500,000 for 
new buildings, places the assessment of 
1896 at $67,277,157 for land and $58,- 
675.936 for buildings. Left at these 
figures, in five years at the utmost the 
land and building value will be equal, 
and the assessment will be again upon a 
sound basis. The figures given above 
do not show all the loss of land value, 
but simply the net loss. As a matter of 
fact, central land values have been in
creasing steadily while outside values 
have been declining, and it is probable 
that the assessment of central land is 
quite $2.000,000 more than it was in 
1891. The reduction of outlying land 
values in the period from 1893 to 1896 
inclusive, if Mr. Maughan’s estimate of 
this year’s reductions is near the mark, 
will have been $20,000,000, $9,OOO.UvO 
being already wiped off, while the com
pensating increase in building values 
through the erection of new buildings 
will be less than four and a half millions.

The wiping out of $20,000,000 of ficti
tious wealth has been attended with 
much hardship. But the experience will 
not have been entirely evil if it enforces 
and cultivates the habit of simplicity in 
living. Toronto was in danger of drift
ing into the luxuriousness and ostenta
tious display of wealth that marks old 
and decaying civilization, and is alto
gether out of place in a young and com
paratively poor community. The pinch
ing and scraping of the past few years 
has taught thousands of families the 
value of a modest competence acquired 

that the Manitoba school question was in steady business, rather than a ficti- 
not then an issue before the people. They tious fortune obtained through specula

tion and liable to be dispersed utterly 
, „ I with but little warning. The loss of

tmu was being run on the old lines, and i $20.000,000. had if been real wealth in- 
it is not at all wonderful that they were slead of paper wealth, would have meant

the destruction of 13,333 houses of av
erage value 9f $1500 each, which is quite 
up to the value of the houses occupied 
by mechanics and small business men. 
Some day the revisers of the prayer book 
may find It necessary to add booms to 
the list of calamities. like battle, mur
der and sudden death, from which deliv
erance-is sought.

that Canada’s trade has suffered from 
the depression quite as severely as tha,t 
of the States—to put the matter moder
ately. It is. true that we well escaped 
the financial panic which struck our 
neighbors, but our escape was due to the 
greater stability of our banking system 
and the absence of attempts to alter the 

What had the stability of our

1891
1863
1894
1865

CANADA’S PUBLIC DEBT. By Mr. Lister:
Q-—What do you mean by that.
A.—In election purposes.
By Mr. Haggart:
Q-—Why did you pay for election pur

poses?
A.—I have paid for election purposes 

since 25 years. I have been subscribing 
to my party for 25 years.

Q.—You destroyed your books because 
they showed some accounts for election 
purposes. What were the accounts, 
let us have them?

A.—I don’t remember them. If I had 
my books I would tell them. 1 am very 
sorry- that these books have been burnt. 
It was1 in a moment of excitement, when 
1 saw ali the things coming round, that 
I destroyed them.

The little that we do know proves a ! 
ton certainly that we have not received 
full value for that third of a billion. 
If no railway subsidies had ever been 
“milked,” if no public contractors had 
ever been allowed fat priveleges that 
they might pour thousands of dollars 
into campaign funds, we would not now 
owe so much money, nor would we be 
paying so much interest. uow much 
we might have saved, no one from the 
data in hand can even

A Considerable Percentage Represents 
Nothing but Boodle.

The gross public debts of the Canadi in 
Dominion and: provinces run well over a 
third of a billion dollars. To the ave
rage man this is an unthinkable sum of 
money: and yet, if this Canadian people 
be honest, they must either earn it some 
of these days by the ordinarily slow pro

of labor and pay it back, or else 
pay interest on it 
have had this money and we have spent 
it; and, as the politicians do not fail to 
remind us, we have Canada as she is 
equipped to-day to show for it.

But have we got onr money’s worth? 
The man who is busy earning a living, 
looks abroad in a mystified way over 
the commercial jnaç-hinery of the coun
try—some of which this third of a bil
lion has paid for—and naturally cannot 
reduce what he sees to statistical form 
from which to frame an answer to the 
question. But there is -another path to 
the answer, and one which the people 

thinking of more and more every 
day The lion’s share of this debt has 

contracted since Confederation; 
so that it is not necessary to carry any 
conjectures concerning it farther back 
than this date. This money, then, 
which has been borrowed and spent 
since that time, has been handled by 
the politicians who have- been in power 
at Ottawa. Quebec and other provincial 
capitals. With the statement of this 
fact, the outlines to this second path to 
the answer of the question at” he open
ing of the paragraph begins to appear. 
And when the mind leaps from the men
tion of the politicians to the unsavory 
facts concerning certain of them which 
have become notorious of late years, the 
path is plain enough to be followed 
without a guide.

Whatever may be true'of the spending 
of some of this borrowed money, we 
know beyond a doubt that certain sums 
voted by Parliament and by Legislature, 
or set aside }>y Qrder-m-Counoil. with 
all the solemnity possible, for the con
struction of specified public works and 
the assistance of private enterprises 
have found their way into the pockets 
of politicians closely connected with 
t)ie Government which asked the “vote,” 
for partizan or personal purposes. That 
is, we know that some moneys, the 
spending of which, whether taken from 
the revenue or borrowed funds, has in
creased the public debt, have been stolen 
from the country by influential politic
ians for party purposes: and that just 
so far as the country has been robbed in 
this way, just so far have we failed to 
get value for the third of a billion dol
lars and more that we owe. How far 
we have been robbed it is difficult to 
tell. Every firm of public contractors 
have not quarrelled and thhs let us into 
their secrets. If it had not been for the 
scrutiny of the Senate into the details 
of a comparatively unnoticed bill, bow 
much would we ever have known of the 
$19.0000 that passed through Armstrong 
into the Paeaud campaign fupd? Who 
is to-day enquiring Into the startling list 
of “extra” charges that have been paid 
the firm of which the notorious St. 
Louis is a member, in connection with 
the repairing of the local court house? 
The Curran bridge exposures have 
shocked the community, but the Curran 
bridge is not the only structure that, the 
Government has built and allowed 
“extras” upon. The comforting idea 
that all villainies have been uncovered 
and that we now know the whole of 
the worst, is ntit to be entertained.

To put one question—what were in the 
books that St. Louis burned? The 
books of Larkin, Cqnnoly - & Co. made 
interesting reading.

Take this extract from Mr. St. Louis" 
evidence during the Lachine canal en
quiry at Ottawa:

By Mr. Haggart:
Q.—Where are your account books?
A.—I thought you would come on to 

that, - Mr. Minister. I understood from 
my chief bookkeeper that there was no 
entry in them regarding that work.

Q —Never mind. Answer the ques
tion. We do not want a speech. 
Where are your account books?

A.—As there was no entry regarding 
the work they have been destroyed.

Q.—Where are the ledgers?
A.—Every one has been destroyed.
Q.—Where are your cash books and 

your account with the bank?
A.—The cash book has been destroyed. 
Q.—Where are the checks and stubs 

that you paid the men with?
A.—I did not keep them, I am very 

sorry,if I had known my books would be
wanted-----

By the Chairman:
Answer the question first.
A.—I say they have been destroyed 

and I want to give an explanation as 
to why they have ben destroyed. 1 
say they have been destroyed and 1 
want to say the reason why they have 
been destroyed. I did not destroy them 
because they would not show that 1 
had not paid enough, because they 
would show that I had paid too much.

currency.
banking system to do with the N. P. ? 
Only a drowning McKinleyite clutching 
at straws would gay that the two had 

connection whatever. The Canadianany
protectionists have also run themselves 

sntig which the possession of a
cess

for all time. Weuppn a
little common sense would have enabled
them to avoid. They object to a com- 
l>avison of Canadian trade with that of 
the United States during the last year

and insist ,on going back to. a timeor so,
when the state of business across the
lines was the worst. They seem to for
get that during the period they choose to 
regard as the worst in the States the 
McKinley tariff was in force. If we 
grant their contention that matters have 
improved- in the States since then, sure
ly the proper conclusion is that the modi
fication of the tariff has worked well.

ere

been“TAKEN AT THEIR WORD.” reiqotoly gues?: 
but if the Esqnimalt Graving Dock bs 
taken as' a typical instance—and it was 
nothing to some steals we have dis
covered—the result is startling. Thu 
Government paid the firm of Larkin, 
Connoly & Co., in that case $581,841 
for work they put down in their books 
as costing them $313,777; and they don
ated to their friends, and charged it up 
against this work, about $26,000. It 
'Will be seen that this was a very mild 
case. Armstrong got $175,000 and he 
gave $100.000 of it to the politicians. 
But sticking to the Esqnimalt instance 
and putting the gross debt of the Dom
inion and Provinces at a round $350- 
000,000 we find that if all had been 
spent in the same way as the Esqnimalt 
rr oney, the result would have been that, 
we should havevpaid $35(^000.000 for 
public works costing when new $188.- 
000,000 and that1 ont of the remainder 
the politicians would have bagged $15 
400,000.

This nitty only be an idle excercise in 
the good old “rule of three;” and it may 
be a libel on the acquisitive powers of 
the politicians.—Montreal Star.

The height of McKinleyism was contem
poraneous with the depth of depression. 
The local McKinleyites will no doubt 
have observed with pleasure that the 
people in other parts of Canada have 
applied the obvious moral to their own 
case, and they will have even greater 
comfort in the knowledge that the great 
majority of Victorians are like-minded.

Speaking of the results of the Anti
gonish and Vercheres bye-elections the 
Colonist says the Liberals “took a great 
deal of pains to convince the electors

made the electors believe that the elec-

taken at their word.” Just so. Minis
ter Ouimet in Vercheres and Minister 
Tupper in Antigonish pleaded hard that 
the scuool question might be made the 
sole issue, and that the Catholic electors 
should support the government because 
of what it had done and would yet do

THE FITZSIMMONS JOB.

The Vancouver papers have reported 
Chief Justice Davie as stating that the 
re-instatement of Deputy-Warden Fitz
simmons had been decided upon by the 
late minister of justice, and that Sir
Hibbert Tupper has only carried out his for the Manitoba minority. The Liberals 
predecessor’s intentions in this regard, said the government should be condemn- 
The Colonist at a later date said the re- ed for its general policy and conduct and 
instatement “was done on the recommen
dation of tiie new inspector of prisons,
Mr. Douglas Stewart. The matter was

The organ avers that “what they 
(Messrs. Earle and Prior) did and said at 
the Board of Trade meeting was not in 
any sense wrong; on the contrary, it was 
perfectly rigut." Of course. Messrs. 
Earle and Prior can do no wrong—par
ticularly when election time is close at 
hand. The Ottawa government can 
trample on Victoria as much as they 
please, and Messrs. Earle and Prior can 
give their enthusiastic approval to the 
proceedings, still they will be doing 
“perfectly right” in the Colonist’s eyes. 
An organ is not an organ unless it plays 
the tune directed by its masters.

should not be granted political absolution 
on account of its Manitoba action. The 
electors took the Liberal view and con-

referred to him, and he, after examining 
the evidence and studying the report of 
the commissioner, found Mr. Fitzsim
mons was not guilty of the charges of 
personal dishonesty brought against him, 
and he recommended his reinstatement.”

demned the government. We are oblig
ed to the Colonist for its admission of 
the truth. From a Tory standpoint it 
may be bad taste in the Liberals to re
joice over this decisive victory, but what 
would the Tories have done if they had 
contrived to hold Antigonish and capture 
Vercheres? They would have gone pret
ty nearly insane with delight. Things 
being as they are, it may be good policy 
for the Colonist and its friends to at
tempt to conceal their chagrin and pre
tend satisfaction with the election re
sults; but then they have the misfor
tune to encounter that pathetic declara
tion of ;> 1 rtitinort Tupper, that the fate 
of the government depended on the ver
dict of Antigonish. Sir Hibbert was 
right; Antigonish went against the gov
ernment and the government is doomed 
to defeat. The corrupt combination is 
going to pieces and its term of misrule 
is coming to an end.

— Sir Joseph-Needham. aged 83, is dead 
at Weybridge, Surrey, Eng. Sir Joseph 
is well known to old timers in British Co
lumbia. At one time he held the posi
tion of chief justice of Vancouver Is
land. He came to Victoria in 1865. In 
1870 Mr. Needham retired from the 
chief justiceship and the late Sir Mat
thew Baillie Begbie. chief justice on the 
Mainland, was made chief justice of 
the entire province. Mr. Needham was 
appointed chief justice of Trinidad in 
1870 and retired from active service in 
1886, going to England, where he has 
since resided. *

It needs no “omniscience” to see that 
there is a serious gap in the two lines of 
defence which the apologists for thÿ 
scandalous job have drawn up with so 
much deliberation. On whose shoulders 
■will Sir Hibbert elect to lay his burden 
of sin—on those of the living Inspector 
or those of the dead minister? Perhaie 
it would be safer for him to choose the 
dead. The Victoria apologist talks about 
•‘judgment before trial,” coolly ignoring 
the fact that there was an open trial, at 
which Mr. Fitzsimmons, had every op
portunity of offering the best defense. 
The result of the enquiry by 'Hon, Mr. 
Justice Drake was that the man was 
proved guilty of personal dishonesty, un
less it be that the words have different 
meanings in Ottawa and in British Co
lumbia. The Hon. Justice Drake, Mr. 
Warden Foster and the late Sir John 
Thompson all promptly drew that con
clusion from the evidence, and now the 
public is asked to believe that they were 
all wrong and that Mr. Douglas Stewart 
has found a way of interpreting the very- 
plain evidence on which Fitzsimmons 
was found guilty and dismissed. Until 
we have better proof than the Colonist’s 
word we shall refuse to believe that Mr. 
Stewart has had the impudence to come, 
to any such judgment. That would re
quire as much “gall” as our neighbor it
self displays on the most pressing occa
sion.

There may arise a series of complica
tions if Russia should elect to interfere 
with the Japan-Chinese terms of 
The big empire "is more deeply interested 
than any other outsider, and has 
good reason to fear the possible effects 
of an alliance between the two oriental 
powers. China awakened from her leth
argy and supported by Japan would be 
an awkward neighbor for the Czar.

peace.

very

Seattle 1 ress-Times:—The Monroe doc
trine, as it was originally propounded, 
and as it has always been understood, is 
a recognized policy that must be 
tained by the country at ali cost and be 
recognized by Europe. But this doc
trine did not and never was held to 
commit this country to a disregard of 
the principles of international law. The 
United States will never submit to the 
extension of European control on this 
continent; but the nation will also

•iâ ■%TORONTO’S “BOOM."
sns-

A few years ago Toronto was “boom
ing,” and the rapid growth of its popu
lation and wealth was set down to the 

‘credit of protection by the friends of the 
N. I*. Naturally these wise economists 
are somewhat “rattled" by the announce
ment recently made by Toronto’s assess
ment commissioner that the assessment 
of land in the city this year will be re
duced by about $11,000,000. They may 
say that the fictitious values now to be 
wiped off were caused by undue specula
tion, and that the reduction has nothing 
to do with the N. P., but in that event 
they must confess that they were speaa- 
ing falsely when they formerly credited 
the N. P. with the enormous rise in val
ues. We reproduce the following remarks 
from the Globe in reference to the Tor
onto collapse, as they are instructive in 
regard to the matter of “booms" m gen
eral:—

is;
JfAJAG e ckMe rr e

Toronto, Ontario.

stain its honor by playing the part of a 
bully and championing the South Ameri
can republics in their utterly indefensible 
disregard of their international duties 
So far as the Venezuelan matter is 
cerned the Monroe doctrine has 
application than it has to the settlement 
of the Alaskan boundary, or than it had 
to the San Juan boundary or that of the 
State of Maine. The United States 
stands on unassailable ground in the 
Monroe doctrine.

As Well as Ever
After Taking Hood’s Sarsaparilla

Cured of a Serious Disease.
“I was suffering from what Is known as 

Bright’s disease for five years, and for days at a 
time I have been unable to straighten myself 
up, I was In bed for three weeks; during that 
time I had leeches applied and derived no bene
fit Seeing Hood’s Sarsaparilla advertised In 
the papers I decided to try a bottle. I found

con- 
no more

“LESSONS” FROM WEDNESDAY.

At the last general election Sir John 
Thompson was elected in Antigonish by 
a majority of 229 over the Liberal can
didate. On Wednesday at the bye-elec
tion the Liberal candidate was elected 
by a majority of 115, though the Mani
toba school question was freely used as 
a weapon against him. In face of these 
facts the News-Advertiser in speaking of 
the result of the election gays “Evident
ly the great reaction against the Nat
ional Policy in the maritime provinces, 
upon which Mr. D. C. Fraser, M.P., expa
tiated so enthusiastically when in this

Its position will be
come weak only when it departs from 
that doctrine and assumes the position of 
a meddling busybody.

HOOD’S
SarsaparillaThe announcement of the assessment 

commissioner that the assessment which 
will shortly be commenced will, in all 
likelihood, result in a reduction of 
$11,000,000 in the inflated land values of 
the city is the latest contribution to the 
statistics of the boom. The wiping of 
this fictitious wealth off the assessment 
rolls of the city is a natural result of the 
period of liquidation through which we 
have been passing. Property values, die-

WKAK-MANK w.
ticulars of a new and positive remedy for 

ln young or 01 d men. Cures 
nerv?U3 weakness, Impoten- eâlés wU1 aleo furnish rem-

POB Bo,d^foronttnl3mP a“d addrWB

CURES
relief before I had finished taking half of a bot
tle. I got so much help from taking the first
bottle that I decided to tiy another, and since

• IS ■ -JJ ... P || „ best value for
tended beyond all reason during the time Shore’s hardware.

Hood’s Pills are prompt and efficient vet 
easy of action. Sold by all druggists. 25c.

your money at
*
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ARMENIA PREP
Money to Advai 

Cause is P01 
Steady

That tb< 
Four Thons 

Secret

Report

Ixmdon, April 181
of the Associated : 
Armenia under date- 
have travelled mad 
Russia and Persia, 
menian colonies so I 

and as far sont 
beran, and have Id 
careful investigation 
facts, that the Arn 
soon reach an aeutl 
Jn fact, Armenia is 
The revolutionary J 
money and guns, u 
weeks money has d 
lutionary treasury 
from the Armenian 
Tiflis, Baku, Erival 
other places in Rusid 
Kazvin, Teheran, Tj 
er cities in Persia. I 
the plan of campaid 
ing of Armenians tj 
ish empire some tin] 
of May. The leaded 
people in the eastej 
that the chief attaeti 
city of Constantino! 
tiie brunt of the figq 
the Armenian reside! 
may be only a subtj 
the fain-hearted at] 
Moosh.

The Armenians ] 
Martini-Henry rifld 
places in the roonnta 
tance from Lake V] 
•f nntrained Armenil 
with the hundred I 
troops of the TurlJ 
seem to be folly tool 
conception: yet the! 
bring Turkey to terni 
to settle the quarrel] 
the European powers] 
tion is three months j 
believed, will be cl 
band in the conflict, I 
city, the outrage, 
bntehery of the strti 
thinkably horrible thl 
ity will interfere, 
hoped, may get her a

For the most pari 
leaders are of the yl 
Armenians, who ai 
worse that a few i 
should be killed at I 
they should be kilim 
a period of a few nl 
what extent the plain 
leaders are approve! 
people at large it il 
seriously doubt "IT thl 
in detail to more thl 
Armenians. Still, tl 
riots who believe tj 
from the dreadful I 
has sunk they rnusl 
their fellow countrjl 
rage and death.

There is a belief im 
desires to make the! 
subjects by annexinl 
Turkey. Curiouslyl 
not shared by the j 
casian region. The! 
would resent any ftl 
Armenian poulationl 
•ds of the Armenia! 
aproved by Georgia! 
is therefore believed! 
wants the Armenia 
not she wants thl 
which the Armenia 
another matter. F| 
average Armenian I 
some other man figtj 
is willing to believe! 
are only waiting fori 
and dismember the I

The Armenian 11a 
and Peria contain | 
mote, of these prepj 
only denunciations | 
and demands for j 
the 61st article of t j 
fewer classes are lej 
especially they fill I 
vodka and go abouj 
ing for an A.rmeniaj 
for the revolution nr! 
the words of the 1 
Mgr. Ghrimiran. ha 
cance: /‘Armenia ia 
her sufferings will a

sea

committe:

Wilde and Taylor 
Until

London, April 19] 
were again arrftignd 
ed ill and his generd 
ed neglect. Charled 
Taylor upon one 0 
had gone through ] 
with young Mavor, 
woman’s clothes, 
similar damaging t 
conclusion of the ex 
Taylor were fully 
bail being refused, 
nothing to say at pr]

ROYAL CIT

Appropriations for 
Current B

Westminster. Apr] 
for the city of XVe 
current fiscal year 
charges (including! 
095.40: interest on 
sinking fnnd. $7,37(j 
306; bridge (in cont 
parks. $1.013.38: raj 
484.50; water, $5,51 
public library, $1 
electric light, $23,8
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