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An Acute Observer's

Survey and Forecast

(By Chester T. Crowell in the Independ-
ent and the Weekly Review.)

During the last twelve mcnths I
have beén in all but nine or ten of the
States, afid as prohibftion and the lack
of it are the principal topics of conver-
sation in all of the States, one comes
into possession of a certain amount of
information, well diluted with gossip
and rumor. Sifting this carefully, I
come to these conclusions:

(1) This country still has local op-
tion because there are large parts of tis
most populous states where the péeple
do not desire prohibition and public
sentiment is not adequate to make its
enforcement paossible.

(2) Taking the country as a whole

rogress made towards .actual en-

ent of prohibition'is certainly’ as
.at as a sanely optiinistic person eoiild
ve ex ;

3) Intoxicants can be aobtained in
zé?y state in the union—and in the
cities with comparative ease. *
(#) It is still too early to predict

. hether the general tendency is “dry”
or “wet® In some places it appears te
be “wet”—in others “dry.”

(5) REfforts to launch campaigns for
the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment
have received very little support. How-
ever, in this comnection one must com-
sider that the traditional American sys-
tem for repealing a law is not through
législative actién, but majority consent
to violate it. If all the’ laws on our
statute books were enforced with sever-
ity, the country would be in ehaos.

Many of the elaims made for prokhi-
bition those who advocated it on the
stump and in the press during t

of a cemtury have heen realied:

t dbes reduct in al accideénts; it
does result in fewer bad amccounts for
the merehants and in more savings ac-
counts; ummemm%
cases, in better clothed awd better fed
~children. The loss of the saloon has not
wrecked any city, either in the days of

local option er umder national prohibi-

‘\

not to m‘ention light wine. Most of the
booting liquor seld in the United States
is produced in the United States. The
illegal withdrawals from bonded ware-
houses and smuggling across the borders

have eontributed far less than half of the
“wetness” which has slaked the great
American thirst since the Volstead law.
In the larger cities, where there is very
little senitiment in favor of the enforce-
ment of prohibition, one can obtain what
appear to be quart bottles of whiskey
‘ind gin, withdrawn from bonded ware-
houses for medical use. The labels are
faked and so is the boose. But my hat
is off to the chemists who do it. The
stuff has the right flavor and strength
afid, ho bad effect. At least that is my
expefichee, Thete have been cases of
poisoning and blindness from wood al-
cohol and there will dombtless continue
to be, but considering the quantity of
this synthetic boose consumed, these
cases are astonishingly few in number.
And t ore must take into considera-
tion the army of the home brewers. It
must be remenibered that the making of
wine and beer is fairly easy and that
many persons enjoy doing it almost as
much as theéy enjoy dvinking the pro-
duct. . . . More women drink now,
which means that most of the drinking
is done in the home or at social gather-
ings. . . .

“On the other hand, there are millions
of pérsons who would not go to the
‘trouble of “making their own,” who are
afraid to take a chance on a bootlegger,
who find they are just as well off with-
ot a drop to drink, and who never think
of it. These are beyond question the
majority. They are the inert mass. If,
in the course of the next five years, they
decide to resume drinking, prohibition
crumbles. If they do not so decide, and
the efforts at enforecement continue, pro-
hibition wins.

Pfoﬂbifhn’s Real Foes.

There are still a great many dives and
blind tigers where the uhregenerate may

tion. The effect of prohibition in, in-
astrial cenfres is quite notable. There
less disorder, fewer misdemeaners, but
ly no decrease in eﬂmg the
workers are more regular. The effect in
factories where sutomatic er semi-auto-

gather, but they are dismal holes, and
most persons would rather do without a
_drink than share the company of such
places. They are destined to go. Probi-
bition has nothing to fear from them, for
they are a close relative to the old saloon,

matic machinery js used canneot be gver-
looked. I cam this
perhaps, by tellifig of a test that I made.
Some years ago & court reporter of my
acquaintance offered to make a bet with
me that after drinking one glass of beer
I could mot write on the typewriter a
of eopy as rapidly or sccurately as
eould before drinking the one glass of
beer. I thought it was absurd. I tried
it véry sincerely and diséovered to my
aStofishmient that he was right. He hed
just tried it himself. 1 could not write
as rapMly and while I made only one
error on the first page, I made four er-
rors on one page after drinking one glass
of beer. The importarice of this fact in
industrial plants is obvious. -

Workers Want Beer

There ig another side to this story,
however. Many of these industrial work=
ers live in very unattractive sections.
They lead dreary lives. After a day’s
work they do not feel like reading Shake-
speare or hastening away to grand opera.
They want rest and beer. They miss
“heir besr and they are discontented.
hey.are giving: a great deal more
ﬁought than usual to e¢onomic theories.

aving very little education along these
lifes, some of them arrive at the most
remarkable, weird and fantastic conclu-
gions. If it were not for the motion
picture theatre, which has to a large ex-
tent filled the void, I am inclined teo
have been nad perhaps some
think that quite a few bricks would
‘stray shets fired,

the for-

] qgcldl}' lly true amon
¢ign born. Many of these pe simply
fail to get the idea of prohibitien. Theu~
san

ds of them think that it was put in-
%o force by ezecutive decree of President
Wilson. I have heard them talk about
it for heurs and advocate a twenty-four
hour national strike in protest, ving
that thus they can force President Hard-
ing to rescind the decree. Poople of this
type who are etherwise law-abiding and
triotie and well intentiomed, proteet
Eoﬂem and otherwise violate the

olstead act with the same faith in the
.nmm of their ections that a group of
Middle Western Americans would have
in evadi
from

a law that prohibited them
eorh.

Among the workers there is much re-

gentment because they believe that every

man, with mosey hgs an enormows wine

~llgr. ‘This, of course, is net true
they believe it, quite naturally, because

. they had plenty of money they would
have well-filled” wine-cellars. They know
that the boot-legging® industry is well
and successful and that large

stocks of Nquor find their way to the
-~ econsumers who are able to buy. °Per-
sonally I think that these very workers
are still the principal consumers. . .
. If the lack of a drink is severely felt
by the werker, however, it is also sorely
missed at secial gatherings and in clubs
and at the dinner table. .

Chemists Make Good Liquor.

for which no one seems to yearn. The

point best,| Lome bréwer and the established boot-.

| legger with a dependable stock of .goods
i c?nsﬂtnte the real threat against prohibi-
. AT

i There is a general belief that the
scarcity of intoxicants has played its
part in the increasing use of drugs. I
doubt that. The use of drugs has been
on the increase in the country for fifteen
years. It is very easy to smuggle drugs
across the border. A man can conceal
$1.000 worth in his ¢lothing. It was my
| abservation, in the day when I was a
sohce'reporhcr, that the person who used

rugs alse used whiskey to excess.

There are many fanatical prohibition-
ists in the United States. They would
giadly and willingly tear down all the
rest of the Constitution to enforce the
Righteenth Amendment. They would
break into homes, they wounld search
men ot the streets, they would violate
the bill of rights, and dispense with
gsearch warrants amdl any other kind of
warrants altogether. To them prohibi-
tion is the panacea for all ills. In some
parts of the eountry they brouwght about
outrageous strong-arm methods of en-
forcement.

At present prohibition is petting a
+vpicafly American good-natured trial.
Certainly half of our people are sincerely
in favor of it. A small minority'is fan-
atiesllv in favor ofst, An ovpposing and
equdlly smalt minority thinks that the
Goddess of Liberty éught to be draped
in mournine until th eamendment fs re-

| pealed. The erent majority of the peo-
vle. both prohibitionists and anti-prohi-
bitionists. are not doing anvthing about
it byt talking—and the talk is not very
serious. Most of them have vinlated the
Iaw ohe or more times. Everv bottle they
et hold of thev think is the last on
aarth., But it fen’t. That o'd-time law
~f supplv and demand js still on +he job.
Wverv .time thev conmsume a bottle an-
other sorines up in its place. 1f they
really dn formet all abont a drink.-and
anit talkine about it and auit buving it,
thig country will be “drv” excent for a
little fringe aronnd the borders. But

whether or not this will happen I don’t

think anv one can tell.

CHINESE RUG PURCHASES,
U. 8§ Has %,',‘i{"g;' Been Taking the

There has Been a steady increase in
the“export of carpets and rugs frem
China, and the United States particu-
latly has made much heavier purchases.

In faet, accerding te fizures from the |,

Chinese Maritime Custems ferwarded
bv Consnl General Stuart J. Fuller at
Tientsin, American buying aecounted in
1920 for «ll but a small part of the pur-
chases. Reckoned in haikwan, er eus-
toms, taels, which were quoted at
$1.14 in the clesing quarter of 1920, the
United States took 1,088,067 of the total
of 1,424287. Chincse carpets and rugs

The chemist is contributing his Imle'Laned for this country were valued

toward the overthrow of the Vol-

:‘ at. It is astonishingly easy to taels
bmitate a good whiskey and geod gin, | Only in

at 184057 taels in 1918, and 204,833
in 1919,
recent years have Chinese rugs

]and carpets been shipped abroad and,

|at first, they were confined to antique
makes. The present exporting business
lis almost entirely in the hands of local
{foreign export houses. THe rugs are
'manufactured only by native Chinese
who, with the exception of -one firm
'in Peking, do not carry on correspon-
dence in English and are. consequently,

! unable ‘to @cal directly with foreigners.
It is generally recognized that rugs made
to special designs require the supervis-
ion of a competent man-on the ground to
secure satisfactory results.

Use the Want Ad. Way

motif is easily recognized. In history
we are fascinated by the st of Nell
Montreal Gazette:—The story of Cin-'G oo ne and Madame 8 o-réene——one

'derella is the most human story in tte :
{world, and so it is universally, loved the 3R orange girl and the other a washer-

best. We have met it in a thousand dif- woman. They both ended at court. In-
}ferent disguises; in the popular novel- | deed, the story of Napoleon himself is
ette when the mill girl marries her em- only Dick Whittington on a larger scale,
ployer’s eldest soh—there the Cindcrella‘and what is Whittington but Cinderella

THE MOST HUMAN STORY.
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in dotblet and hose. “From rags to for
tune”—it is a popular dream. It may
happen at any moment. Michael Collins
,and Arthur Griffith may be truthfully
{added to the list of “possibles.”
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Yes, even richer tha )
most of the natural moisture has be
from St. Charles Milk which makes it so creamy.

Always fresh, pure and sweet, St. Charles Milk
should be used
table use. It is the fines
Depend upon it—absolutely—for the name St.
Charles is our good name.

the best—the highest quality.

With a few tins of St. C ¢
shelf you are always assured of a plentiful supply

grocer will gladly supply you.

n it comes from the cow, for
been removed

every.day for every cooking and
t milk you can buy.

It always stands for

Beat

harles on your pantry

rich, pufe milk to use as you need it. - Your

pure, as rich in cream,as nour-
as if just fiom the cow

\

ONE EGG CAEB:—Y; cupful St
Charles Milk diluted with % cupful
cold water; 14 cupful vegetable cook-
ing oil, scant; 2-3 cupful sugar; 1
egg; Y teaspoonful salt; 114 teaspoons
fuls baking powder; 1 cupful berley
flour; 14 cupful comnstarch; 14 tea-
spoonful vapilla; % teaspoonful lemon
extract.

the sugar, sailt, and flavousings. Com-
bine the milk, diluted, with the cooking
eil. Sift together the dry ingredients
end add them alternately to the firgt
migture with the milk, Beat thorough-
ly, turn ipto a lined, medium-sized pan
ad Pyl
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Worl, :aVing

the egg light and cream it with

rinkle nut meats, chopped

The Borden Cook-book FREE on request to
The Borden Company Limited, Montreal

T.CHARLES MILK

“With The Cream Lft In”

P

' or cocogmuit ower the top. Bake in a
modérate oven, for forty-five minutes.

R

e =

il 1

-

MUTT AND JEFF_IT SEEMS THAT

MUTT HAS NO SENSE OF HUMOR

AT ALL </ - - - - - - - '-‘ ..‘ -l

X

“BUD" FISHER

JEFE, How

ABOUT A

STRoLL ON
: , Bl&

T™M BUSY, MuTT!
TM WRITING AN
ARTICLE FoR A

PoPULAR AWTHORS
GET BIG MONEY.) .

(.
MAGAZINE ! 5 bl

READ (T

[ MY woRt;, You
WRITE W(TH

ScRAWL! I
CAN HARDLY

THe €ACT THAT
I'mM A PooR

PENMAN 'S A
SIGN THAT TVE
Got LITERARY

€

{ How

THAT ouTS

Do You
FlGuRE

HE 'S now !

Look AT DICKENS!:

HE WAS AN AWFUL
PENMAN YET
sce How FAMOVS

AWKY, YouU NEVER |/ QUITE SO, BUT
SAW ANY OF JUST THE SAME
WS OE’.(G(NAL T \<NOW ﬂE, WReTE
) \
i ALL o€ A TwisT!
(L TWAST)




