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ply another term for " a nation " under British suzerain-
ty. In fact the actual title that Macdonald designed for
the new Confederation was not " The Dominion of Can-
ada, but The Kingdom of Canada." The new nation

J^^? *°^"J°y *^e '^nk of a kingdom, the control of the Co-
lonial Office was to cease, the head of the Executive was
to be the Kmg m person or his representative, and while
the nominal authority of the Imperial Parliament was to
remain Canada was to be a self-governing nation with an
nxcutive of Its own, under the suzerainty of Great Bri-
tain. To that extent alone Canada was to remain in con-
nection with the British Empire, an entirely diflferent
matter to being part of the Empire. When, however,
the final steps took place in London, Macdonald's idea,
much to his disgust, was vetoed by the Imperial authorit-
ies, the title Dominion was substituted for that of King-dom and other changes made in the final draft of the meas-
ure constituting Confederation.*

The sentiments expressed by Macdonald were re-
echoed by his great French Canadian colleague, George
Etienne Cartier, " Confederation will transform the Bri-
tish mrth American Provinces into a new power which
will give to Its people the rank of a Nation. The creation
of this nation zvill open to us an era of national progress

"

said Cartier. Not only from the utterances af Macdo-
nald and Cartier but from the declarations of all the lead-
ing Fathers of Confederation there can be no room for
doubt of the national status they intended for the Domi-
nion.
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Macdonald s disgust with the Imperial authorities was expresssed in a

^i!^^ «'7'""i ^y '"'" *" ^"'^ Knutsford, in 1889. in the cmim of^Wch he

^hfs r^Tif''^'^'?''^ r'x.'?**
'« ^»«7. when the Dominion was forii*Ihis remarkable event m the history of the Empire passed almnaf wU^„fnot.e. The Umonwa« treated by tl^m ( the '^^^^^^

Mo;^" \a<
*'^® * P"*'*** ^*"' wnitinR two or three Enrfish parishes "

Macdoneld's sarcasm at the expense of the British statesmfn i/deliciousIt is interesting to note that the name Kingdom was changed to tliit of Domf'mon at the instance of Lord Derby, the then Fore^. Cirter who fe^^


