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produce of this article. If. any American at^,

tempts in iron works have pr<)vc;d.^^i|oniy«t

and difappointed their undertaker, itasyno^i tp

be imputed cither to the quality of the ore, or a

defect of conveniencies. The want pf woj^k?

men, and the villainy of thofe we generallj^

have, arc the only caufes to which we muft ^tj

tribute fuch milcarriages. No man, who has

been concerned in them, will difagree with mcj

if I aflert, that from the founder of the furnace

to the meaneft bankfnjan or jobber, they arc

ufually low, profligate, drunken, and faithlefsi

and yet, under all the innumerable difadvan?

|

tages of fuch inftrumenis, very large, eflatcs

have, in this way, been raifed in fome of our

colonies. Our fuccefs, therefore, in the iron

mauufaaory, is obflruaed and difcouraged by

the want of workmen, and the high price of la-

bour, its neceflary confequence, and by thefe

alone : but it is our happinefs, that fuch only

being the caufe, the means of redrefs are en-

tirely in our own hands. Nothing more is

wantin<y to open a vaft fund of riches to the

province, in this branch of trade, than the im-

portation of foreigners. If our merchants and

landed gentlemen could be brought to a coali-

tion in this defign, their private interefts would

not be better advanced by it, than the public

emolument ; the latter in particular, would

thereby vaftly improve their lands, incrcafe the

number, and raife the rents of their tenants.

And I cannot but think, that if thofe gentlemen,

who are too inadliye to engage in fuch an cnter-

priie, would only be at the pains of drawing up

full rep: -^fentations of their advantages for iron

.iiVOrkSy and of publifhing them irom tioie to
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