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PART I.

HISTORICAL

The hiwury of the gricultuni Mttlement u( the territory now de-
•ortbed M the WMtem Provincee of CanwJa date, f.-om 1812, when Lonl
Selkirk, • young Scottiih Noblcniao, eetabliehed « inuUl cok>oy on the
Red RiTer. Prenou* to th*t time the Tut eipwue of pnctidlly unknown
territory from the Great Uk to the P«iao CoMt had been excluiiTely
a preeenre of the fur traders. The HudKiu'e Bay Company datea itt
•barter back to the daye of King Charle. 11., in 1670, and for two hundred
yean it wai the dommant factor in the civil and commercial management
of the temtoiy.

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
In 1869 the Dominion of Canada acquired from the Rudaon'e Bay

Company the whole of the area then adniinieiered by that concern, and
a Lieutenant Governor and council were appointed by the Dominion
Government. Pr.jviou. to thia, aa Tar back as 1833, there h«l b«in a
form of local government in the Red River eetllement. In 1870 the
Province of Manitoba waa funned, and a government for that province
was organiied the foUowing year. The area lying between the Rocky
Mountaina and Manitoba waa organiied into the three provincial diatricte
of Aaainiboia, Saakatchewan anU AlberU. In 1908 the Provinces of
Alberta and Saakatchewan were constituted out of thia area and given
responsible government.

West of the centre line of the Rocky Mountains is the Province of
Britieh Columbia, which had been a British colony up to the time of
Canadian Confederation. In point of settlement the only important
part of this area was Vancouver l.land, and in 1869 this island had been
p«nted to the Hudson's Bay Company for ten years. In 1870 British
Cohimbia, including Vancouver Island, joined the Dominion on the con-
dition that a railway should be built within ten years to unite the territoij
with Eaatem Canada. The railway waa built, and now forms the nuun
portion of the Canadian Pacific Itailway, the "All Red Route."

SOILS OF WESTERN CANADA
Scientists contend that the great prairies of the Canadian West art

really extensions of the upper sections of the Valleys of the Mississippi
and Missouri Rivers. The materials constituting the surface deposits
of the prairie region vary in different districU, but may be generally
dfMribed aa consisting of a loam bed which may be anywhere from a few
mchea to several feet in thickness, and which, so far as atudied, appean
to be partly of a vegetable formation intermixed with fine sand and tilt.
Beneath this loam, which varies from a heavy black to a chocolate color
according to location, is a clay subsoil of variable thickness ahnost every-
where on the plains. From thia clay considerable quantities of common
bnck are manufactured, and in some locaUties it is found to be of pro-
Qounoed value aa the basis of ceramic industriw.


