
THE SOUTH SEAS „

thJ Jk"'!,''',''^. *?.
*"'' **"" '""°''« "" "bite people thereth»e who mdulged m liquor, almost invariably drankZtch ^d•od. Upon expreamg my «rtoni.hment that under a tropical

rntr^fAT.""T ""^ " P"'*™""' ^^o' wine I w«told tha the latter affected the liver. Thi,^e explanation ZZgiven later too m Australia and in India. Not knowing wtoth"
1 have a hver or not I can't per«,naUy corroborate the^hj^™My next experience waa when I set up my inrtrument andga.ed on the southern sky. The good old PolJtarTt h^d fept

ritrfh' "' " *"" "'""'°"'" """^ »y.^ given me my
march to these shores other stars had risen from the souTh^horizon. You have aU heard of the Southern Cross-kirwoSS

m„irK"*°'\""l°™*-**"' ^ <"" of » hundred per^nsmust be shown the Cross before they recoeniie it It!. .^
eonstellation beside our Dipper orgLS -L fl that'llancients did not recognize the Cro»i as !XJt^c^S^U^
T^he'^l"' i\^

^''" "'°" *''•» '* » "»» very c^^uou"'
^Lin^?" f

**•' ""*'«™ hemisphere can boasT,h^™
^Z ^^ °f T"^ *° ^"^ *"*'"• "•" ""fSht star in fentaurTo give an idea how near it is, let us imagine it to be^ri«^^

they would now be seemg the last stages of the Boer War so die™moving about ^uth Africa,-for the light takes aToutToJyZ
to travel from the earth to Alpha Centauri.

^

Two other phenomena of the southern sky may be referred to

ZL^^f *""" "" "''«^"''°''' Clouds-the'fim r^^kspots m the heavens resembling small black clouds, and arTdue to

L L'n""°tif°K'"' r''*^
'^'^ °f """• Especially onHf them

«. well marked; but the casual observer on a clear night would no"have his attention arrested to infer its true meaning- uTa^ the
Magellanic clouds are in reality a galaxy of stars,ap^Lg "twofleecy, white, drifting terrestrial clouds. PrimitiveZn ITZlIS more observant of nature than we of the strenuousTife

Ifae astronomer, armed with his star catalogues soon ferlahimself at home in any part of thi., wide world The oterWs


