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if, on the contrary, it proved to he a revenue tariflf, wlictiior it w<>iild

give the protection to the industries of the country wliioh was dr;!iian<led

hy the people, as evidenced by the elections of 1878 ; and necoss.'iily

we, who had given careful consideration to this matter, had to specu-

late to a certain extent with rofipcct to its effect. Uut, Sir, in I08O

the opinions that we had entertaiaeil in 1879 were being confirmed by

the experience of the nine months. In 1881 they were still stronger

heca'j:s { evidence had accumulated to show that our ])0.sition was th«

correct one ; and to-day we stand in an impt-egnable position with respect

t J the reoults of the Tarifl', both for protection and revenue purposes. I

recollect very well last Session, when I made iny financial statement,

that it showed an apparent deficit of $1,600,000, and when I explained

that, under the operation of the TaritF, it would have provided just

about KulTioient to meet the necessary expenditure had we not in the

year previous recived a lai-ge revenue on articles consumed in thoyear

following, hon. gentlemen opposite laughed at tliat idea, declaring that

the j>lea would not avail, and that the Government had a deficit to an-

nounce to the House. But what I stated was the fact. It shows that

the producing power of the Tariff, as far as revenue is concerned, was

such as to give us, if we had the $700,000 of Customs collected in th«

year j)revi lus for goods consumed in the following year, and $500,000

or $000,000 of Excise collected in the year previous in anticipation of the

change of TaritT, on goods consumed in the year following, there wouKl

not have been a deficit t)f more than $200,000, showing how accurately

and how fully the estimates of the Government were borne out.

THE SURPLUS.

But, to-day, we stand here not with any doubt as to its revenue pro-

ducing power, but with evidence ot tlie last year before us, with the

Public Accounts and stiitemfints on theTalde of tlie House, shov/ing uot

only no deficit of even $200,000, but, instead of an estimated surplus of

$2,000,000, there is a surplus of $4,132,743 in tlie Treasury, as the

result of itB operations. Mr. Speaker, the hon. leader of the Opposition,

in discussing the Address in answer to the Speech from the Throne (I

regret he is not present, and we all regrel: the circumstances which

render his ab.sence necfissai'y), said that he coald not understand why it

was that the Government had asked the people to bear the additional


