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t'.irturci- wcif responsible for thn.se girls' wages he would lie /ij)t to look more strictly

iifUT the p.irties he let it out to.

Mr. H'l ),>\(i(iiii-|;.-- The coiidiaM <it' one or two I'a.seuls like tho^e we have had

e.\ani|i|es ot' thn.ws dii^';aeo upon a lot nf men who are trying to do right.

Mr. Lo\ I.. -Yo.s. And a security would have the tendency of keeping (hat clas.s

of nien out. As far as my e.\[)ei'ienee g<>e^, the giMieral hody of contractors in 'i'oronto

(ii'c a resp't able class of men.

The Co^iMihsioxKii. — 1 have been given to under>lanil that the car])enters lnvve

something to say to niglu.

.Mr. John Kanic — (Who was inti'oduced a.s representing the eai'peeter>' union.) 80

far as the i'ar|ji'ntering trad<^ is concerned there is a tendency un the part of contractors

in the city of Toronto to adopt the sweating .system. The cai'penter employed by a sub-

contr-actor has no po.ssibility to make a living wage. A party last sunnner w anted some
sheeting don". He jiaid by the |)iece. The man who worked oi\ it the; lii-st day made
;{() cents; he ([uit the job : tln^ next man made 2\ cents for the day and he threw it up.

Tiie work was tinished on piece work by different men trj'ing to earn a day's wages on
it. There is a great deal of piece work in the trade. .\ contractor building a house

gives lb': c.irpentcring to a sub contractor, who has it done by piecework. Men have
been known to makt; only •'-' t to S") per week—work hard as tlu'y will -und' ;• such cir-

cumstances when the} .should have eai'ned S'> a day. Tin* thing is growing and cannot

be put a stop to too (juick. T am glad a con;niission has been appointed on the matter,

It is an evil thrt should be put a .--top to. We are not able to do it ourselves. We
cannot eo] e with the manufacturers in this line.

'1 hi' (Vo.MMissioNKR.—Public opinion seems to almost force the Government to get

their ovvn work done bv contract.

Mr. IvwK. — i'jven the carpentering in our Parliament Ituildings was done by
contract, aii'l even the planing of thi; floors was done in that way. The mea had to

work like slaves to make a li\ ing. Yoti will always find it that way until a radical

change is made.

.Ml'. < iiifoi'sKV.--\Vould it not be jiissible tc) pre\ent articles intended for wear
being made in pri\'.ile houses .'

Till' t 'o\i\iissio\Kii.- I have not lost sight of that jihase b}' any means. There is a
law now before the courts of the l'nite(' States by \fhich it is proposed to provide that

l:ie wholesaler nnist haxc ; lic((nse for each man h<' gives out clothing to. Ihn 1. don't

thiid< that ii will ever bt\'oin( a law, although '*; has received the endorsation of a g<jod

many labour bodies, and that of the Convention of Factory Inspectors recently held.

Mr. < )'i )f)\o(;iiUK. —The intention of tin; licensee was as a safeguard in regaiil to

sanitiry coiulitioiis. jiy being lii'igcd to license each persoii who took out wurk for

him the wholesaiei' would hav" to get their address and iiKpiire into *he condition of

their estatilisbments. If one or two of those places were not well kejii it would
ndlitate ag>dnst him, and his trade would *^all otr because of the rejiorts of the (loveru-

luent in-<])ectors. It would at lain to a great improvement in sanitary matters.

.Ml'. (JfitoKSKV. \ vvoiii 111 might Uiko work to her pi'iv.ite house—and it might- bo
a eh'Mii one -but that is what is killing (tur trade.

'j"he ( 'oM\iissio\Kii.—W'e have not got power to interfere with the i-ights of private

indiv iduals.

Mr. t> DoNOoin K (to (Jui'ofskv).—Have you <;onsidere(l in this connection the

result to honest withjws whf) have children and who could not leave those children to

go ard work in pl.-ices av ay fi'om their homes, and who by force of circumstances are

compelle(] to earn theii- own living.' '\'our system would not be right for her.

Ml'. (Jt KorsKV.— ] should think the law should be framed for the greatest

gowd of the greatest number.
The (>oMMissniN!:i(.—Would it be a great good to deprive an honest woman of a

day's v\'ork ?

^[r. O'Donociu'E. - -T sincerely hope that there will never be a law passed that will

hfive such an ellect. lUit T hope that there will be a law to prevent her emjiloying

other people ti) wo: k for hei' in her house.


