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their way, and allow tliem to make an orderly treat in the

morning. The gallant old lord commanding our corps had

been badly wounded early in the day, he heard, and carried

off the field. The Guards had suffered dreadfully ; the

household cavalry had ridden down the cuirassiers,but had

got into broken ground and been awfully cut up. Such

were the scraps of news passed down our weary column.

What had become ofour wounded no one knew, and no one

liked to ask. So we trudged on. It must have been mid-

night whenwe reached Leatherhead. Here we left the open

gTound and took to the road, and the block became greater.

We pushed our way painfully along; several trains passed

slowly ahead along the railway by the roadside containing

the wounded, we supposed—such of them, at least, as were

luckly enough to be picked up. It was daylight when we
got to Epsom. The night had been bright and clear after

the storm, with a cool air, which, blowing through my soak-

ing clothes, chilled me to the bon^ My wounded leg was

stiff and sore, and I was ready to <li'op with exhaustion and

hunger. Nor were my comi 'r>« in mucli better case. We
had eaten nothing since breakiasL thf -la} before, an<i the

bread we had put by had been washed away by the storm,

only a little pulj) remained at tlie bottom of my bag The

tobacco v.as all too wet to smoke. In thispliL'"ht we were

creeping along, when the adjutant guided us mto a field

by the roadside to rest awhile, and we lay down exhausted

on the sloppy gra.ss. The roll was here taker .ud only

180 answered out of nearly 500 present on the morning

of the battle. How many of these were killed and

wounded no one could tell; but it was certain many
must have got separated in the confusion of the evening.


