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groall amount of attention on the part of the public men of Eng-

land, and, lYO may add, no small amount of aversion on the part of

the fiendish fraternity, whoso machinations were on that occasion

80 eloquently described and bo fearlessly exposed. Incidentally,

and in his private capacity, ho was encouraged to represent his

views on the policy which English statcamen should observe in

the government of Ireland ; and it is probable that such repre-

sentations may have given nse to the opinion which the Earl of

Mayo lately expressed in the House of Commons, that Mr. McGeo
was the foremost defender of Bntish institutions in the Queen's

dominions. " To his countrymen, if we recollect ariglit, lie

said on that occasion—there ought to be, no separation of the

Kingdoms of England and Ireland. Each country would suifer

from the loSvS of the other, and even liberty in Europe Avould

be shipwrecked if those islands were divideil by a hostile sea.

To Englishmen, ho said, try kindness and generosity in your

legislation for Ireland. Treat Ir Maud as you have treated Scot-

land—consider her feelings, and respect her prejudices—study

her history, and concede her rights—tr}' equal justice to all—prac-

tice the golden rule and " do as you would bo done by." Then

will Irishmen in Ireland resemble Irishmen in Canada, when

the Celt is not envious of the Saxon, and the Saxon is not

supercilious to the Celt. Whether or not Mr. McGce'3 repre-

sentations produced any eftect on the minds of those to whom

they were addressed, wc have no means of knowing ; still, it is

noteworthy that the policy in regard to Ireland which seems to

find most favour at the present time very much resembles the

policy, based on equal rights and equal respects for all origins, all

races, and all creeds which he is understood to have- submitted,

when the opportunity was afforded him of making a representation

of his views, to influential statesmen at home.

Though not a delegate Mr. McGce as a member of the Executive

Council of Canada, was in a pasition to render his colleagues gre tt

assistance when they were engaged in carrying the act of confed-

eration through the Imperial Parliament. The object which that act

brought about was an object of absorbing intei-cst to Mr. McGee,

and without detracting from the wisdom or sagacity of any other

statesman we may perhaps say that his writings did much towards


