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it is not merely numbers that conlUtutes the Hrength

of a community, but alfo the fubordination of

fuch numbers, their virtue, health and valour;

and as thefe numbers will gradually decreafe when

the means of fupporting themfelves fail, and can

be increafed no longer than whiletfuch means con-

tinue, they mud of neceflXty have fome employ-

ment. This cmploymei^t we may call Trade }

Vfhenever ic furnKhes one individual with fomething

that he exchanges ^^ ith another, whether it con(ifts^

in growing corn or in procuring furs. I am fen-

fible that I ufe the word in a larger fenfe than com-

mon ', as well as a different one, not for the>^-

€bang€ itfelf, but the employ belonging ?o fuch ex-

change : however, as the good arifing to a trading

nation fprings not fo much from the exchange it-

felf as the emphyy I (hall think myfelf juftified in

ufing the word Trade as now mentioned.

Having cleared the way thus far, I go on to

obferve, that a fmall part of a jarge community

being able to grow and get in order corn fufficient

for the fupport oF the whole, and to raife all other

neceffaries, which they will confider as their own

property being procured by their own labours,

the other part of the community muft be employ-

ed in obtaining fomethii>g to give in exchange 5

and whenever by reafon of circumftancesthe poor-

er fort of people find it extremely difficult or next

to impoflible to procure by their induftry, where-

withal to make an exchange for the neceffaries,

and fome of the coavcnienifies of Ufe, ihey are dif-

couraged


