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phone service ceased, the men all deserted, poles were cut down, the

Church laid a ban upon the electric light! I had to be up and doing

—and straight off. Your life was safe—nobody in these kingdoms but

Merlin would venture to touch such a magician as you without ten

thousand men at his back—I had nothing to think of but how to put

preparations in the best trim against your coming. I felt safe myself

—nobody would be anxious to touch a pet of yours. So this is what I

did. From our various works I selected all the men—boys I mean

—

whose faithfulness under whatsoever pressure I could swear to, and I

called them together secretly and gave them their instructions. There

are fifty-two of them; none younger than fourteen, and none above

seventeen years old."

•' Why did you select boys.'

"

•' Because all the others were born in an atmosphere of superstition

and reared in it. It is in their blood and bones. We imagined we had

educated it out of them; they thought so, too; the Interdict woke them

up like a thunderclap! It revealed them to themselves, and it reveal-

ed them to me, too. With boys it was different. Such as have been

under our training from seven to ten years have had no acquaintance

with the Church's terrors, and it was among these that I found my
fifty-two. As a next move, I paid a private visit to that old cave of

Merlin's—not the small one—the big one
—

"

" Yes, the one where we secretly established our first great electric

plant when I was projecting a miracle."

"Just so. And as that miracle hadn't become necessary then, I

thought it might be a good idea to utilize the plant now. I've pro-

visioned the cave for a siege
—

"

" A good idea, a first rate idea."

" I think so. I placed four of my boys there, as a guard—inside,

and out of sight. Nobody was to be hurt—while outside; but any at-

tempt to enter—well, we said just let anybody try it ! Then I went
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