
ft THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY

SLM-lmanl \\i.w s«'( iircil hv ihc piinlKi^c of lines Icidiii^' LMstw.inl lu MdiiiiXMl A[n\ (Quebec ;

hraiK'li liiu's t.) the i liicf cciitrcs .ii tiadr in l^.ihtiTii Caiuula wcru jirovulcd hy pnrchasc

and r(.n->iiii( liiin. to cDlk'c t and di>tiil)iiU' the trat'tic of tliu main lint; and other branch

lines wvrr Imill in tlu' Norliiursi lor du' dr\x'lo|inicnl of tin' ^rcat prairies.

The close of i,SS5 tdund die (iini|ian\, not yet five year> old, in jiossession ot no less

than ,4,?i5 miles of railway, inrliidin- die lon,L^esl cdntiniioiis line in the wcirld. eMendint;

Ironi i^»Meliec .ind Montre.d all the wax at ro^tlie <-ontinent to the I'acitU Ocean, a distani e

it tliri'e diousand .md fifl\ mile> ; ,ind by ilie midsmnnier of iSSrj all this vast system \v.i>

Inllv ei|iii|,|,ed and fnrl\ workini; iliroii-lii jnt. \'illaj;es and town^ .ind even cities followed

close upon the lieeK o| the linedmilders
: the forests wtTe cleared aw.iv. the prairie's Miil

was turned over, mires wi^ie opeiied. ,ind t'\en bel'ore the last rail w.is in phu e the (om-

pleled M'l iiiiiis were .arryiiii; a Iw^v and profit, ilik- tr.iffic. {'he toiK li of this yoini.L; niaiU

of the Niinh was t'eit apon tlie world's (dinmerce aliiUKt In-fore his existeiK e w.is known ;

and. not ronieni wilh the ir.ide of tin- uolden shores of the I'.k ific from ('aliforni,i to

Alaska. Iiis .irms at once re.iclied out .k ross that bro.id ocean and j;nispe(l the lea^ and

silks of China and |,ipan to evchanue them for the tabrics of I'liirope .iml \orth America.

The Itjllowinj; years were marked by an enormous develo|>ment of tr.ifli( and by the

adiliiion of m.iny lines of railw.iv to the com|)any's sy>teni. .ir.d by the estabh>limeiit of

the lompany's ina.^'nillcent steamship service to japan and China. One line of railway

w.is extended eastward from Montreal across the State of .Maine to a eonnertion with the

railwav system of the Maritime Provinces of Canada, affording connections with the

se.iports of Halifax and St. |ohn : .mother was completed from Siidbiirv, on the company's

main line, to Sault Ste. .M trie, .it the outlet of Lake Superior, where a loiii,' steel l)rid};e

carries the railwa\ across to .i c(jnnection with its two import.mt American lines leading

westward— one to St. I'.ml and .Minneajjolis .md thence continnin.i,' a( ross Dakota, the

other thron-h the numberless iron mines of the Mar(|ui'tte and (logebic districts to

Duliith. at the western extremity of Lake Superior : still another, ib latest bnilt. continue

the comi)anv'^ lines westw.u'd from Toronto to Detroit, connertinn there with hues to

Chic-agix St. l.ouis. and all of the great .Missis.Mpi)i \'alle\. And now. the company's

lines embr.ici' t7()6 miles of railw.iy and spread out tow.inls the West like the fingers of

a gigantic h.md. and the i|neslion ••Will it pay?" is answered with earnings for the past

year of tui-iitx nii!lion dollars, .md profits of eight millions.

Canada's iron girdle h.is given a m.tgnetic imimlse to her fields, her mines, and her

manulactories. and the modest < i)lony of yesterday is to-day an energetic nation with

great pl.iiis riud hope> and aspirations.
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