
m

i8

This they named St. ('roix, since he arrived there on this day

;

and at the time of the voyage of Cartier the place was called

Stadaca,* but we now call it Quebec. He says, also, that after

he had examined this place he returned to get his vessels for

passing the winter there.

.\\>w we may conclude, accordingly, that the distance is

only five leagues from the Isle aux Coudres to the Isle of

Orleans,! at the western extremity of which the river is very

broad ; and at which bay, as Cartier calls it, there is no other

river than that which he called St. Croix, a good league

distant from the Isle of Orleans, in which, at low tide, there

is only half a fathom of water. It is very dangerous for

vessels at its mouth, there being a large number of spurs

;

that is, rocks scattered here and there. It is accordingly

necessary to place buoys in order to enter, there being, as I

have stated, three fathoms of water at ordinary tides, and
four fathoms, or four and a half generally, at the great tides

at full Hood. It is only fifteen hundred paces from our

habitation, which is higher up the river ; and, as I have

stated, there is no other river up to the place now called St.

Croix where vessels can lie, there being only little brooks.

The shores are Hat and dangerous, which Cartier does not

mention until the time that he sets out from St. Croix, now
called Quebec, where he left his vessels, and built his place of

abode, as is seen from what follows.

On the 19th of September he set out from St. Croix,

where his vessels were, setting sail with the tide up the river,

which they found very pleasant, as well on account of the

woods, vines, and dwellings, which were there in his time, as

for other reasons. They cast anchor twenty-five leagues

from the entrance to the land of Canada , t that is, at the

•Tliiswas an error in transcribing, Cartier has St-idacome. I'lUe Brief RK- it, 1545,
D'Avez-ic ed., p. 14.

t The distance, according to Laune's Ciiart, is at least twenty-six nautical miles

X Canada at this time was regarded by the Indians as a limited territory, situated at or
about (Juebec. Tliis statement is confirmed by the testimony of Cartier, thus translated by
Hakluyt: " I )onnacona their Lord desired our Captame the next day to come and see Canada,
which he promised to doe: for the next day being the 13 of the moneth, he with all his

(lentiemen and the fiftie Mariners very well appointed, went to visite Donnacona and his

people, about a league from our ships "

Their ships were at this time at St. Croix, a short distance up the St. Charles, which flows
into the .St. Lawrence at Quebec; and the little Indian village, or camp, which Donnacona
called Canada, was at Ouebec. Other passages from Cartier, as well as from Jean Alfonse,
harmonize with this whicii we have cited Canada was therefore in Cartier's time only the
name of a very small territory' covered by an Indian vilLige. When it became the centre of
French interests, it assumed a wider meaning. The St. Lawrence was often called the River
of Canada, then the territory on its shores, and finally Canada has come to comprehend the
vast IJritish possessions in America known as the " IJominion of Canada."


