
is lilllc over 1(10 milt's. This Proviiici' \v;i> (Idiiiilflv ami 'xcd

to (liiiatl.i ill |S70, and its pupiilalion. wliifli was IImmi aboiil

12, ()()() souls, lias iiicieast'd diii'iiij; IIk; lasl ten years al an
astoiiisliiii^ rate. Sine. » the year |H7(». (Uiii^ralinn lias (^spfcially

diriM'tfd iUi'ir lliitlit'r, and it sct'ins llial the I'ai-Wcsl will hciuino

ii rt'CHptach' lof tlio o\ 'r('r()>,vded iM)[tiilatioiis of oIIum' coiiiiirics.

It is said thai wilhiii th' lasl y(3ar iiiori; than :UI,(H)l^ persons have
oinij^ralcd to the North- vVest, hoiico \V(; can I'orni sonic idea ol'

III ' r;ipidity with which fills > mntry is h dnj; settled.

Thert! ai'o two lar^^e rivois whieh inn thronuh tin! plains of

Manitoba, llit» most inipoiianl of whifdi is llie \\>'d {{ivt, hcinj;

nearly (>()() niilos in length; it has its source in Minnesota ami,

al'':^r Iraversinu; the Province irom iioi'th to soutli, discharges
into Lake \Viiini[»e^, a portion of which is conllned within
the colony as well as liake Maniioha in the weslei-ii part.

This watercourse is navigahh' onaslret(di of iOO miles, and during
the snininer season is fre(|nented by many sh'amei's. The water
ol this i-ivei- is of a nindily aijpeaiam'e, i)iil contains no noxious
pi'operlii's, and is good to ilriiik when hlli-ated, espe(;ially dnring
the winter season. We may here remark that on the prairie, ther

seldom fail to lind water on boring wells.

The Assiniboine also is a large river of ODD miles in lenglli

;

it rnns from the west and is the nrincipal tributary of the

Red River, with which it mingles its nioie limpid waters. In

many places, the navigation of this rivin- is diificnlt, but whon
certain oiislriictions will be removed, tliedevidopnnnitof this line

country will thereby be rapidly promoted.
Of 111 > less important wat -r courses are the rivers Sein ', liat,

Roseau at the east, and Sale, Gratias and Marais at the west of

Red River, of which they all are tributaries.

TheGa[)ilaI of the province—Winnipeg—formerly called Fort
Garrv, is situated at the conlluence of the Red and A-^siniboine

rivers. It is a bustling and act.ive city, whcli, iu 1874, was only
a village, distinguished at the time by tli" more anibiti )us iitle

which it bears to-day. It hardly recjiiired a piu-iod of six years

in order to marvellously grow into a hirge town with wide
streets lined with jDretly cottages and handsome shops, which
would even lie becoming to tli(! Commercial Mi,'tro|)olis of the

Dominion ; also a town hill and iuiblic market, have been erected

and pri)per drain ige attended to. Conip iiiies have bden organized
for tii3 establishnienl of a city railway, and water and gas works.
The Federal GovtM-niii"nt has also cansi'd to be constructed

various |eiblic edifices, such as the Post Ollice, I^and OUice and
Custom House, which contribute greatly towards the appearance
ofthecily. There is also a Protestant Colieg.) for boys, several

educational establishments for young ladies, and public chools,

all good buildings. It has b(?en stated that Winnipeg, wiiose


