
12 FRENCH POLICY SINCE 1871

commerce. But they are often as beneficial to the
country which is annexed as to the power which
annexes ; with one or two glaring exceptions, they
have always meant tlje establishment of better justice,

better police, and greater security of person and of
property. Every one must admit that Egypt, for

example, is infinitely better governed under the British

supremacy than she had been at any time since the
Mohammedan conquest ; and the history of independent
Morocco between 1904 and 1912 is the best apology for

the protectorate which France has now established in that
country. Nor is it true to say that these protectorates,

however justly exercised, are always founded upon an
unjust usurpation. No one objects when the subjects

of a civilized power begin to settle and to trade in

a country like Tunis or Morocco. Every one agrees

that, if these settlers are ill-used bv the native govern-
ment, their mother-country has the right to demand
redress, and, if necessary, a reform of the laws and
institutions which ha\e produced oppression or have
failed to prevent it. Why then should it be called

unjust if, in the last resort, when protests luive proved
ineffectual, tlie offended power undertakes to reform
and to supervise the offending government ? No doubt
the colonizing powers of Europe have sometimes alleged

a grievance which did not exist, or have made a moun-
tain of a molehill, in order to justify the establishment

of a protectorate. But each case must be judged upon
its merits ; and we have no right to denounce France
as a robber simply because she has become the protector

of numerous uncivilized or half-civilized communities.

This, however, is a digression. If the French policy of

protectorates has created difficulties between France and
other powers, this is not because those powers disapprove


