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to. Soe that the S<hool Oanlen la In excellent »h«r« b«for« Iwivlnff
It fur the summer vacti.^n, und then place it in the caro of hohhs reli-
able pors..,. .„ persons uh„ c.„. I.c .l,.,„.n(l...| ,„„.„ ,„ ^,...,, ,^ ,,,,,„ ^^^WHI cult,v..f..,l urn,

I
,1,.. ,ch.„l rc-.,,w.s ru,„!s „l,uui.i l,« encuuruged

to v...t the ganlon at »tut«J timcH durinR the vucution to cultivate
their plots.

11. Do not allow nny of thp rhiMi.n to wnstp the products of their
plots

;
induce them to take the ptcli.u home to their pi.rents, to ffive it

to a friend or ..eii,'hl.or who w.uld h.. ..I,.;,8,-<l with the Kift. or to put it
to v,„„e oth...- |.,„p..r use. U. „„,,„ t , , ., ..,r.|..„ H-u.-rs ,„av Le sent to
the n.Mlcst l.„HpUal or t„ .vj. , p!,. ,.t, th,.ir h, .-s. At .schools where
lionifst.c -Science is tuunht. the School (;„nlen will supply the table with
veKetabU-s aful (lowers. 'Ihe i.ruducts of con.u.on plots may be sold for
the benefit of the school.

12. Lists of Kood books on Kordeninjr and related subjects can be
found in the catalogues LssuikI free by the IcadinK soedsniim. Much use-
ful inforiiuUlon niuy Ik; found in the bullet in.s issued by the Department
of Agriculture ut Ottawa

; tlatn; can be hud for the asking.

History of School Gardens.

Long before public schools h.id an existence, the value of the school
garden was rL'Cotfnii',.d in Kurope. an.l we are tohl th.it by the middle of
the Sixteeiilli Century ulmoKt all ol tlie Italiun I'luversities and many
Italian titu-s pos.se.-,.v .1 bolumcal garden.s. Two hundred and fifty years
ago I rave old Comeiuus said :—'-A gaitlen should be connected with
every school, where children can ut linie.s >„t/.e U|ion trees, flower.s, and
herbs, and bo laHBht to enjoy them." As if in reb|.on.so to thi.s pro-
pheUc declaration, his native country. t«<) hundred years later, was the
first to require by law th-; e-stablishment of sihnol gardens in connection
with elementary srhool-s. The Austrian Imperial School Law of 1869
prescribes that "when practicable a ^r.udeii and a place for agricultural
experiments shall be established uitl, eVeiy rural school." To-dav Aus-
tro-Hungary can boast of nearly twenty thousand school (gardens, "in one
province every school has a garden. Hu'ieiioa has four thousanh five
hundred, and its enormous crops of fruit arc by many ascribed to school
instruction.

In Sweden in 18(10 a royal i>rorIaniation roquirod school cardeiiS,
varying from seventy to one hundred and fifty square rods to bo
appropriately laid out for the children of elementary schools. In 1876
Sweden had one thousand six hundred such gardens, and now the num-
ber is nearly Ave thffusand.

In Belgium the school law of 1873 provides that every school shall
have a garden of at least one-quarter acre, and a royal decree of 1897
requires that all teachers shiii be able to give the6retical and practi-
cal instruction In botany, horticulture ami agriculture.

In Switzerland the cantons have encouraged the establishrooit of
school srardcns. and ample provision has been made for suitable instruc-
tion in the Normal Schools. The rftults have been excellent. France has


