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THE HJJDSOM'S BAY RAILW AY.
If any reliance cati bo placed uponi the

transatlantic news by cable cluring the
past week, there la sorno hope that the
construction of a }fudson's Bay railway
will ho conirnenced during the present
year. WVe are mot disposed te, p!ace
to inuch reliance upon the iiews thus
receivecl, but the possibilities of the future
fcresliadowed iii the dispateli to the St.
Paul (.Jobe, are so extremiely Caniadian
in tlîoir toile, and se in lzeeping with the
systomi of charter-peddling carried on in
connection with the aflairs of the North-
west, that cautions people hero mighit
question if after ail, the opening of tle
]ludson's Bay route wvou1d be ain n-
inixed blessing te this country.

That the openiing of a railway front
this province te the shores of the Hud.
son's Bay would be the greatest ixnpetus
te, north-western progrcss possible ut pre.
sent, is tho fixcd bielief cf altucat every
well wishier of this country. But when
we cone to such a conclusion it is ouly
after takinig a superficial view of the
question, and iliaking no aliowance for
the legislative eccentricities which iinighit
be iindulged ii at Ottana, and the peculiar
manipulation the great unidertahii,ng tigt
be slub*jected to by chàrLer peddlers, %. hosc
gtreatest anxiety is te inake as »Inch as
possible out cf the whole affair.

lite cable.--anî wé lia% e referred to gives
a hazy fcrecast of the kind o! ditliculties
the lludson's Bay railway preject may
yet have to, pass through. Tite opposition
of the H:udson's Bay Comipany is taken
into consideratien, and vague lîhîits o!
nionopohies in contiection with the north-
ern outiet, which înifflt prove as nuch a
burden andcheck upc». north-western pro-
gress, as the railway mnropoly to the
south, under 'which we have bec» groan-
in- for the past few years.

Wve have learned f ront experience that

great public undertakings iii Canade are
not always carried out with the good of
the people as the first air», but are often
miade te, supply the carrion around whichi
political vultures are allowed to fatteu,
a-ad althoughi a charter for the construc-
tion of a fludson's Bay railway is îîow
in force, and ith intentions are very defi-
nite, the necessary atnendaients te ruake

it Ceule within tlit gramp 0£ tîtu political,
barnacle, catý soon bc supplied at Ottawa-
Tite recent unseenily wmuaglo between twvo
Dotminion 3t.P.'s about the '«Backslieesli"
te he levied off the constructiont cf tho
Northwest Central railway, supplies a
clear indication cf tho arroganco aud un.-
pudence witlî whicli Ottawva politicans as-
sort tioir privilege cf putting their liands
itîto te public pîtrse. IL le tic douht
lîuriliating for tîto Canadian public te
adtmit tîtat matters have reaclîed such a
state iti eutr political atriairs. But wo have
recched tîjat state, and until a complete
revolution takes place in tlîe political
thteories cf Canadians, wve inust subinit te
ail the injustice heaped tipon us, or try to,
and iet the aggressien on our interests
wvitl wrapens as unscrupulous as those
used by the atrgrest:nr&-

There Cali 'ee ne doubt, but in the now
existing Hluds-on's Bay x-ailway charter we
have a icasure in %Vhiclî the intereStS cf
the publie cf the Northwest are luore,
and cf the political, barnacle tees looked
after, titan is usual iii cennection with the
granting cf such charters. Thtis we niay
attrihute to te incrcdulity cf easter»
politiciatis wvhct it wvas granted as te, thie
possibility cf tîte road being constructed
during the presetît gencration. The
chances of its being constructed arc now
good, and more ( han ono Ottawa politi.
clans iiowv ande. itlr te belief tîtot lie
lias let a good îhing slip puat ini. It
would ne doubt l'e a grand Chance, te get
the charter onîce more beforc Parliarnent
for aînendtnents, espccially if such arnend-
mntts iiludr'ýd the rnti ng of sote
tnonopoly or monopolies to capitaliste.
Cnpitalists before Parliament as-ing; for
a nionopoly, are gcod fat clîîckeîis te
pluck, axîd ne class undcrstand the p]uck-
ing process as well as tho bartiacles wvlich
liover around Ottawa legislatioxi. Thus
if the Hudson's Bay railway eharter cones
again before, Parliament, wve inay expeet
its prejectore, or itîtending colistrt2ctors te
secure swinginig mollopolies in thîcir favor,
and te pay unlimited "backsheesli" te tîte
political, baracles aud parasites who sup-
port their dlaitus. O! course northwest-'
crn resources wilt have te psy the piper
in the long run, aud bis bill is likely te,
be a long tailcd cite.

In the Northwvest vo are already in
doubt as tu wlether or net the opening o!
direct rail communication te the Atlautic
wiII counterbalanico the evils cf tîte C.P.R.
monopoly. It miglît be that allthe benle-

lits te opetiing of a Ihtdsoti's Bay outici
would confer, wvoul(l ho otutwiiglied by
the itiotopolies; end Cther drawhacks
whlicil would stttroutiff it If ai s e di-
Cated in tiax t(.eegr-iln abovu referred te,
mnopoly as te tuie navigationi cf the
Iludsot,'s Sttaits, atnd tho seal and wvalrîas
fihing of.-tte bay are part of tîte prime of
a IIud.sol's Baiy railway, we miiglit ponder
over the que.st ion of the evetttual' value of
such a railway.

COLLECT1IRG 1l IAMITOBA.
Elsewhiere l% eur colunros will be

found a communication front Messrs. J. D.
Gillies 1- Co., cf Minnedosa, one of the
first mercantile firme in north-western
Manitoba, which shows the foclish Steps
takion at tinies even by respectable whele-
sale lieuses, te, nake collections in this
province.

Our correspondents deemi themselves
(and justly be> subjected te treatment,
such as would be expectcd frein no re-
spectable wholcsale cotîcern, aud the most
generous view which can ho taken cf the
whole affluir is, that tîtero is a difference
cf opinion betwveen theman sd the wvhole-
sale house i:. question, and the latter acta
wvith great indiscretion in adopting any-
thing but straigilt legal nieans in securing
a settîctiient of the satue, if théy cannot
arrange the matter anîicably with their
custoier.

There la a vcry ulistak-en idea prevalent
anion- casterii business in, regarding
facilities for niaking collections by proccss
cf !aw in Manitoba, which wve are *desirous
cf correcting. The opinion lias 3pread, in
the east, tlîat the Exemîption Law passedl
a ycar agO, (a villaitîcus niasure, no
doubt), lias placcd traders in titis province
in such a position, tiîat collection frein
theni is impossible, everything they pos-
csss being exempt frein seizure by the law
referred te. The factbs in the case are,
that the law i» question, while it gives te
our farmers sweeping exemptions, some
of wvhich are expedient if not just, and
seute uitwise and unwarrantable; sud
while it furnishes a shelter utider which
bursted speculators cut cover some of
their pz.)perty freont their crediters, it
dees not exempt a dollar's worth cf the
mcrclîant's stock, hock debts or business
resources cf any description. lu fact,
the measure wvas passed by a Legialature,
scarcely a niember cf which bad a dollar's
worth uf interest, in m~ercantile affairs,
but composedl in a large measure of mon
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