7. Notwithstanding the assurance contained in the report
of Special Commissioner McKenna, that ‘‘such further lands
as are required will be provided by the Province, in so far as
Crown lands are available.”” The Province, by Act passed
in the spring of the year 1916, took back two million acres of
land, no part of which, as we understand, was set aside for
the Indians by the Commissioners, whose report was soon there-
after presented to the goyernments.

8. The Commissioners have failed to make any-adjustment
of water-rights, which in the case of lands situated within the
Dry Belt, is indispensable.

9. We regard as manifestly unfair and wholly unsatisfac-
tory the provisions of the McKenna-McBride Agreement relat-
ing to the cutting-off and reduction of reserved lands, under
which one-half of the proceeds of sale of any such lands would
go to the Province, and the other half of such proceeds, in-
stead of going into the hands or being held for the benefit of
the Tribe, would be held by the Government of Canada for
the benefit of all the Indians of British Columbia.

PART III.-NECESSARY CONDITIONS OF EQUITABLE
SETTLEMENT

Introductory Remarks

1. In the year 1915, the Nishga Tribe and the Interior
Tribes allied with them, made proposals regarding setttlement,
suggesting that the matter of lands to be reserved be finally
dealt with by the Secrectary of State for the Colonies, and that
all other matters requiring to be adjusted, including ecompen-
sation for lands to be surrendered, be dealt with by the Par-
liament of Canada. Those proposals the Government of
Canada rejected by Order-in-Council, passed in June, 1915,
mainly npon the ground that the Government was precluded
by the McKenna-McBride Agreement from accepting them.
For particulars we refer to ‘‘Record of Interviews,’’ published
in July, 1915, at pages 21 and 105. It will be found that to
some extent these proposals are incorporated in this statement.

2. Some facts and considerations which, in considering the
matter of additional lands, it is, we think, specially important
to take into account, are the following :—




