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power at home are expiated by foreign tri-

umphs. The essential interests and rights of
j

the state are sacrificed to a false and fatal
|

glory. Its intelligence and vigour, instead of

presenting a bulwark to domestick usurpation,

are expended in military uchievements. Its 1
most active and aspiring citizens rush to the

army, and become subservient to the power
whicii dispenses honour. The nation is vie- ]

torious, but the recompense of its toils is a
^

yoke as galling as that which it imposes on

other communities.

Thus, war is to be ranked among the most

.

dreadful calamities which fall on a guiltj

world; and, what deserves consideration, and

gives to war a dreadful pre-eminence among
the sources of human misery, it tends to mul-

tiply and perpetuate itself without end. It

feeds and grows on the blood which it sheds,,^

The passions, from which it springs, gain

gtrength and fury from indulgence. The suc-

cessful nation, flushed by victory, pants for

new laurelsj; whilst the humbled nation, irri-

tated by defeat, is impatient to redeem its

honour and repair its losses. Peace becomes

a truce, a feverish repose, a respite to sharpen |

anew the sword, and to prepare for future

struggles. Under professions of friendship,

lurk hatred and distrust ; and a spark suffices

to renew the mighty conflagration. When
from these causes, large military establish-

ments are formed, and a military spirit kindled,

war becomes a necessary part of policy. A
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