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Bernaldes, the Cura de los Palacios, who feems to

have been no inconfiderable proficient in the knowledge

of cofmography, contends that Cuba was not an ifltnd,

but a part ot the continent, and united to the domi-

nions of the Great Khan. This he delivered as his

opinion to Columbus himfelf, who was his gueft for

fome time on his return from his fccond voyage ; and

he fupports it by feveral arguments, moftly founded

on the authority of Sir John Mandeville. MS. penes

me. Antonio Gallo, who was fecretary to the nia-

giflracy of Genoa towards the clflfc of the fifteenth

century, pubHfhed a fhort account of the navigations

and difcoveries of his countryman Columbus, annexed

to his Opufcula Hillorica de rebus populi Genuenfis

;

in which he informs us, from letters of Columbus

which he himfelf had fecn, that it was his opinion

founded upon nautical obfervations, that one of the

iflands he had difcovered was dlflant only two hours

or thirty degrees from Cattigara, which, in the charts

of the geographers of that age, was laid down, upon

the authority of Ptolemy, lib. vil. c. ;. . as the moft

cafterly place in Afia. from this he concluded, that

if fome unknown continent did not obftrud: the na-

vigation, there muft be a Ihort and eafy accefs, by

holding a wefterly courfe, to this extreme region of

the Eaft. Muratori Scrlptores Rer. Italicarura,

vol. xxlil. p. 304.
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