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ncqtilsilion ol" liiiin.'\n imili, l.iil llic niiiniliff'nt tlonMlivc of

J>iviii(Mn('rcv
; lliat oiirl'm.il ns well nsjircscnt <.'ilvntif)ii, is iu»t of

>v<>rl\s l)iit ol i^r.wo ;— tliat, ^vllI!l' (K-alli Im tlic udijis of >in, cttT-

iial liic is lilt' fi'ift ot'(i()(l, lliroiigh Jt'sus Cliri-^l mir 1,'^'nl. And
this evan;j:*'ll('al view of llu; niattci* is fnrthor illustrated nnd

r'oiifiniu'd hy tlio fact, that, as the kin;_nh)m if hcavi-ii i^, in Vi\-

jianl toman, not ati oi'i;.':inal ])o.>s('ssion, hut an inhciitanco ; f^o

that inlu'ritancc (U'volvos to no liunian li('in«r hv virinc of

nalnral vc'la(ion>^Iii]) or h'Lcal tratisniissjon ; but pnrcly l»y llic.

jj:ratnifoMs pnmtisr of (lod, wlio is in Clirist nH'on<ilin«; an

alienated world to himself Tlie I*aidinc ar^nunent in the third

chapter of tiie e})is(le to the (lalatlans, on the; topic of juslifiea-

tion, is efjually ap[>lieablo and co!:;ent here :
" For if tlie inherit-

ance he of the law it is no more of promise: hnt (wxl <j!;ave it to

Al)i-aliam hy pi-omise. * * * 'J'he scilptiiic liath included all

under sin, that th(^ ]>romise by faith of .Jesus Chi-ist nii;j,lit bo

j^iven to them that believe."

It is as "lieirs of promise," then, and not as h\i:;al ch'iimanls, tliat

l)elievers are entitled to rejoicc! in liope of the jrlory of (jod
;

and, therefln'o, just in ])roportion as the Holy Spirit enables tlu-m

tlms to rejoice, arc their hearts in unison with the sublime

ascription—IHessed bo the CJod and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who, according to liis abundant mercy, hath begotten us

again to a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from

the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and

that fadeth not away.

The transcendent grandeur of the inheritance of the saints in

light, it Is reserved for that day fully to disclose, when Chris^t shall

come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them

that believe- Not till then—shall these bodies of our humilia-

tion, restored from the dishonors of tlic grave, be assimilated to

the glorious body, in which our Kedeemer now sits on His

mediatoi'ial throne. Not till then—shall the evolutions and ac-

complishments of the great redeeming plan reach the grand

crisis of their consummation, and the acclaim of final triumph

thunder through the temple of God. But, while this is freely

o,dmittcd, far from our hearts be the thought that the blessed


