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however, they are driven within the walls of

the city, and are likewife brought thither for

prote^on, when any of the hoftile tribes ero

encamped at a fmall diftance.

Wherever a vegetable mould is difcovered^

the foil it light and generally fertile ; but, in all

probability, it has been brought from fomo
other part, ai the natural foil confifts eotirdf
of fand or ftone, and is confequently unfit for

the purpofe of cultivation. The rardens already

alluded to, are pleafantly fprinlued with a va-

riety of efculedt herbs, and roots may be raifed

without any other labour than that of watering;

Orange and lemon trees are found in fmall

quantities, and dates are cultivated in greal

abundance, as the fruit is very profitable to

the proprietors of the ground, and the cheer*

ful foliage of the trees forms an agreeable coo«
trafi to the whitenefs of the buildings, and the
dry, fandy foil, by which they are encompafled*

The other fruit-trees, which feem peculiar to

the place, are the kiflin6 and the nebbek $ the
former of which is likewife found in the Weil
Indies^ and the latter bears a fruit that refemblet

the eherry in fize and formation, but in colour

and flavour approximates to tile apple^

The population of Alexandria, comprifingMa*
faometans, Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, may
be computed at twenty thoufand fouls, Ihougt^^

on account of his (hort refidence, Mr. Browne
was unable to decide wilb accuraicy upon tbta

point.

The Greeks have a church and convent*
pleafantly fituated upon a gentle acclivity

amoog the gardens^ but only containing tbifee

or ^ur religiottSf Jbe Francifcaoi ol^erra
. B3 Sama


