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whole country has been studded with good substantial

stone or brick houses, or good white painted frame

houses, even for thirty miles back, and the farms are

well fenced and cultivated, showing undeniable signs

of comfort and independence. Streams and water

are abundant, and there are several thriving villages

and hamlets scattered through the county,—the

village of Canniff^s Mills, three miles from Belleville,

and soon destined to form a part of it, alone con-

taining a population of about a thousand.

In describing the progress of this county, I may be

understood as describing that of most other counties

in the Upper Province ; the progress of all of them

being rapid, though varying according to the advan-

tages of situation or from causes already alluded to.

From what has been said, the reader will perceive

that the present condition of Canada generally is

exceedingly prosperous, and when the resources of

the country are fully developed by the railroads now

in progress of construction, and by the influx of

capital and population from Europe, no rational

person can doubt that it will ultimately be as pros-

perous and opulent as any country in the world,

ancient or modern.

It may be said, " should we not then be hopeful

and contented with our situation and prospects."

And so the people are in the main, and the shrewd

capitalisis of England think so, or they would not be

so ready to invest their money in our public works.

But some deduction from this general state of con-

tentment and confidence must be made for those
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