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in a rude state, M'as induced to neglect tlie inflections

of tlie native one. Tliis, for instmce, led to the

introduction of x as tlie universal termination of all

plural nouns."

In the histcu-y of ^^liddle English, though much
irregularity and coidusion prevails, successive stages of

dev('lo|)ment may be traced with some degree of

distinctness

1. nIt'.

Th
raiixi fid) I Pi'r!(»1 UOO-lL'oO A. I).--

lis, PS we na /e j^ecn, was a perioi 1 of- litciMi'v sta-j:-

natioii. Of the scanty remains of a scanty literature,

probably the most iui))ortant is the Ohdh] iini (1200 A.

]).), a poetic version of parts of the gosjiels and of the

cburcii service, Tllere w e see the Anirlo-Saxon in-

flections in a large measure retained. })ut evidently in

a stat(! of incii)ient decav. Among changes in the

direction of gi'e;iter simplicity of form may be men-
tioned the following :

—

(1.) The j^'cnder of nouns has l^econie practically tlie same
as in niodtu'ii Knglisli.

(2.) Adjectives begin to drop the endings denoting case and
number.

(;». ) f.s- has become the regular sign of the plural number
and genitive (possessive) case.

(4.) /( in the termination of th(^. iniinitive mood is fve(|uently

dropi)ed and to is sometimes usjhI liefore tlie ordinary infinitive.

(.').) S/hiI/ ;uu\ ;rill come into use as au\iliarie>

((>.) Tlie pnst jiarticijile drops its prefix.

Th (h d thlit' words used throughout this ])eiiod are almost

without exception ])ure I'jiglish.

2. The Earl,/ Prrlml, I2o0-13r)0 A. D.—The few

important relics (jf this jiciiod, such as the I'nir1<nua-

t(oiii)\ King Ilc.iry III (I2r)0 A. I).), and the rhymed
Chronicle of TJ(d")ert of (Jhucester { 1 .SOO a'. D.)

indicate that the decay of original inflections had
gone on with amazing rajudity. Many dillerent

endings are reduced by a curious process of '• phonetic

decay" to -f'. This tcM-mination soon became silent,

and was gradually dr()pi)ed. It remains, however,
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