
It (Al'TIVITV AMONli TliK

contents. This Is a bncf outline of their mode of

warfare with the whites, and is perhaps all that re-

quires to be said on the subject. • " •
;

As I grew larger so as to recollect the more lecent

incidents of my life, the Indian boys were accustomed

tainitingly to upbraid me with being white^ and with

the whites all being squaws ; a reproachful term used

generally among the Indians, in contradistinction to

that of warrior. This oflen involved me in boyish

conflicts, from which I sometimes came off victorious.

These contests were always conducted fairly, and the

victor uniformly received the praises and encourage-

ments of the men ; while the vanquished, if he had

conducted himself bravely, was no less an object of

their notice ; ifotherwise, he was neglected, and much

pains were taken to shame and mortify him ; nor would

this conduct be relaxed in the slightest degree, till

he had retrieved his character. The Indians are

not only spectators, but umpires in these contests

;

they discover great interest in them, and always

adjudge with the strictest impartiality. By such

mcaVis the courage and cluuacter of tiie young In-

dians are tested; and when deficient, the' remedy is

at once applied, and so eftectually, that instances of

cowardice are seldom discovered among them after

they have arrived at tlie age of })iiberty. From the

above ])ractice, it should not be inferred that they

encourage discord and quarrelling among themselves

:

the fact is otherwise ; and in truth they experience

much less than is met with in the lower orders of

civilized life. '•> '
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