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spots of five of Tnc rnstern provinces, and of several of

the states across our soutliern horder. hut I have never

seen any .section of couutrx whi'-li. in its natural state, could

compare with this."

DurinK the session of IH'ti). Rhv. Leo. Caetz wasexaniined

hefore a Parliamentary Cominittee >oii( crnin^ the country

watered hy the

Red Deer River
crossed hy the railway ahout half-way hctwecn Calgary and

Edmonton (videinap^ lie spoke of it as TiiK (J.AiiDKN OK

.VlJiKRTA, "' a country preiitninently suited to mixed farm-

inic. It has some peculiar features in this respect, that

it is a well '.vooded iiiel a well- watered (;ountry. It is

a country where a setr.hu- j^oinK with little means does

not need to expend his capital altogether to provide

shelter for himself and his st0(^k. hut where, if he has

not timher on his own land, hi' can get a permit from the

Government and y;et l.SOO lineal feet of iiuildinf^ timher,

KK) roof poles. 2.(X)"> fence rails and '.i<) cords of dry wood lor

f)!) ''.ents. an<l put up his buildinf^s. He can hushand liis

resources to expend in titting himself out with stock and im-

plements to carry on his work.
"

I have seen wh»!at and oat straw that ^rew to the heij^ht

of ."i.^ and t) feet and yet wi'll headed and filled with plump
;,'rain.

"Our youn^ stock, or yearlini^s. simply <j:o in the shed in

the ni^ht. and around th<' straw stack in the d ly. Our
l)reedinK cows we house. My younj^ horses were out this

winder until the last week in .lanuary. thou^^h one of the

coldest wint(>rs since I have been in the country. 'I'liey were

in perfectly good condition, and healthy. It does not take

any very great skill to raise cattle, which at twenty-eight

or thirty months old will dress, without an ounce of grain,
• i.'iO to TOO jiounds of h.j^f, or a three-vear oM that will ilress

so(» to 8.")'i pounds. I am speaking of what I have seen, and
am testifying to what I know hy fiersoiial exiterience. Then
it does not take a very great deal of skill in farming. Even a
novice like uiv.self in average years can grow crops of grain
—oats from ."(O to ?•"> ttushels to the acn\ and weighing from
4"> to;")!) pounds to the bushel : barley from b") to .">.") bushels
to the a(;re., and weighing from .-it to ."i? |)Ounds to the bushel :

wheat from :?.) to M bu>heU to the a(ue. juid weighing fn)m
• i'i to til pounds p(U' liusliel,"
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When tlie traveller reaches the Saskatchewan l{iverat

Ivlmonton, he beholds a scene of true grandeur. The high

hanks of the river rising over two hundred feet from the

water, impresses him with the fact that he has reached a

land where no floods can trouble him. Then the view up

and down the river with its steep embankments, crowned
with woodland in every direction, and the deep, clear and

majestic stream flov/ing onward in its course to Lake Win-
nipeg, all combine to make up a \ iew such as not likely soon

to leave the memory.
Away north of the Saskatchewan River, far beyond the

reach of .settlement, or the influence of civilization, the same
rich belt of land stretches to districts known only to the
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