
EMMA. 291

Lsual. I re-

ing, 'Uncle

must spread

i it be tried.

;ly recovered

iia, having it

hould be em-

ainiounce it

how to break

lid herself to

ey's absence,

t vrould have

; off; but Mr.

le, and follow

ke. She was

illy too. She

ject of misery

f. She must

With all the

ared him first

II few words,

tion could be

d be attended

III to promote

Ir. Kiiightley

art field would

person's com-

to his daugh-

lorld.

liderable shoclv

iuade her from

|i once, of hei*

having always said she would never marry, and

assured that it would be a great deal better for her

to remain single; and told of poor Isabella and

poor Miss Taylor. But it would not do. Emma
hung about him alTectionately, and smiled, and

said it must be so; and that he must not class lier

with Isabella and Mrs. Weston, whose marriages

taking them from Hartfield had, indeed, made a

melancholy change; but she was not going from

Hartfield; she sliould be always there; she was

introducing no change in their numbers or tlieir

comforts but for the better; and she was very sure

that he would be a great deal tlie happier for hav-

ing Mr. Knightley always at hand, when he wei-'-

once got used to the idea. Did not he love Mr.

Knightley very much? He would not deny that

he did, she was sure. Whom did he ever want to

consult on business but Mr. Knightley? Who
was so useful to him, who so ready to write his

letters, who so glad to assist him? Who so cheer-

ful, so attentive, so attached to him? Would not

he like to have him always on the spot? Yes.

That was all very true. Mr. Knightley could not

be there too v.rten; he should be glad to see him
every day : but tliey did see him every day as it

was. Why could not they go on as they had

done?

Mr. Woodhouse could not be soon reconciled;

but the worst was overcome, the idea was given;

time and continual repetition must do the rest.

To Emma's entreaties and assurances succeeded

Mr. Knightley's, whose fond praise of her gave the

subject even a kind of wtdcome; and he was soon


